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ETALING JAYA: Some money 
changers are taking advantage of the 
pound sterling’s switch to polymer 
notes on Oct 1 to shortchange 
customers with poor exchange rates. 

While some money changers offer rates as 
high as RM4.80 to £1, others were offering as 
low as RM4 to £1. 

Hence, Malaysians are advised to check 
the exchange rates before proceeding to 
accept such transactions. 

Those who have the £20 and £50 notes are 
also advised to change them before the end of 
the month. 

The cut-off date to use the paper currency 
in the UK is Sept 30. The old notes will not be 
legal tender or accepted anywhere in that 
country after the date. 

Bloomberg reported that UK residents who 
still have the old notes were advised by the 
Bank of England to spend the money or 
deposit it in a bank account. 

Some Malaysians may be affected by the 
ruling as foreign currencies are often kept as a 
form of investment and in preparation for 
future travel. 

Jessy, 29, a teller at Suka Money Changers 
Sdn Bhd located in Jalan Bukit Bintang, Kuala 
Lumpur, said her company has been 
recommending since last month that 
customers change the old notes to ringgit. 

She said last month, her company bought 
the paper pound sterling at RM5.21 per £1 but 
today, it is valued at only RM4.80. She expects 
the pound to depreciate further closer to the 
end of the month. 

“Many came to us to exchange their 
money (pounds) since last month, not just 
because we advised them to do so but also 
because this could be the last month we 
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Malaysian in 8 
US proud of 
her roots 


Taiwan keen to 
maintain peace 


with China 


FINAL JOURNEY ... crowds line the road in 


silence, paying tribute to Queen Elizabeth Il as the hearse 
carrying her coffin passes through the village of 
Ballater, near Balmoral, during its six-hour journey 


on exchan 


» Some money changers taking advantage 
of pound's switch to polymer notes to 
shortchange customers 


accept it,” she told theSun. 

At a money changer at Amcorp Mall, the 
old paper note was traded at RM4.70 per £1, 
or at the discretion of the teller, depending on 
how old the notes were. 

The lowest rate theSun found being offered 
was RM4 to £1. 

This was from a money changer located in 
Taipan, Subang Jaya. 

A money changer in Subang Parade has 
even stopped accepting old notes outright, 
without inspecting them. 

It is advisable to telephone a money 


changer to check whether the company 
accepts the old notes and the rate it offers, 
before proceeding to its outlet. 

According to Express.co.uk, UK’s new 
banknotes will feature British mathematician 
Alan Turing on the £50 notes and British 
painter JWW Turner on the £20 notes. 

From a statement published on the Bank 
of England’s website, there are over £6 billion 
worth of £20 notes with British economist 
Adam Smith on them, and about £8 billion in 
£50 notes that feature British engineers 
Matthew Boulton and James Watt that are still 


from the Scottish Highlands to Edinburgh 
yesterday. — REUTERSPIX 


in circulation in the UK. 

A Bank of England spokesperson said the 
change is a pivotal development to ensure the 
durability of the notes, and at the same time 
to prevent the counterfeiting of the currency. 

A spokesperson for the British High 
Commission in Kuala Lumpur said the best 
way to change the banknotes would be over 
the counter at a bank, especially for those 
with travel plans to the UK at the end of 
the month. 

The banknotes can also be handed to 
family members or friends who plan to visit 
the UK this month to ensure they are 
exchanged for the new ones. 

“For those who possess the notes but have 
no travel plans to the UK, it is recommended 
that they mail the old notes to the Bank of 
England, which will deposit the money in 
your bank account (assuming you have one), 
provided the bank account can accept pound 
sterling,” the spokesperson said. 
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Master digital 
skills, rural 
entrepreneurs told 


TASEK GELUGOR: Rural entrepreneurs 
are advised to equip themselves with 
digital skills to face the increasingly 
challenging business competition. 

Rural Development Minister Datuk 
Seri Mahdzir Khalid said this was 
necessary in keeping with the changing 
times and digital technology as the 
fundamental driver towards change. 

“Entrepreneurs are encouraged to 
attend training programmes to enhance 
their digital skills in order to promote 
their products. In fact, digital marketing 
is now the new norm in business. 

“Marketing products on social media 
alone without strategy and skills may not 
have an effective impact, which is why 
the ministry has provided many digital 
courses and guidance, including 
DesaMall@KPLB platform, to help rural 
entrepreneurs improve their marketing 
as well as the quality of their products in 
starting an online business,” he said on 
Saturday. 

He was met after opening the 2022 


Penang Regional Development 
Authority (Perda) Expo or Expert at 
Dataran Transformasi Usahawan, 


Midtown Perda in Kubang Menerong 
here. Also present was Perda chairman 
Khalig Mehtab Mohd Ishag. 

On the 2022 Expert, with the theme 
“Rural Entrepreneurs the Pillar of the 
Country’s Economy’, Mahdzir said it 
was held to promote products by rural 


entrepreneurs, especially from 
Penang. 
He said the expo saw the 


participation of 186 entrepreneurs, with 
a target sales and contract acquisition of 
RM1 million, adding that the four-day 
programme, which began on Sept 8, 
attracted more than 40,000 visitors. 

According to Mahdzir, a total of 1,365 
entrepreneurs are under Perda's 
guidance and 200 of them have 
succeeded in owning their own factory 
or premises to run their business. 
- Bernama 


Cabinet agrees to 
formulate political 
contributions Bill 


PUTRAJAYA: The Cabinet has agreed in 
principle to formulating a Bill on political 
contributions, said Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Department Datuk Seri Dr Wan 
Junaidi Tuanku Jaafar. 

He said he would put forward the 
views of the Cabinet on the proposed legal 
framework for the Bill to be presented to 
the Political Transformation and Political 
Understanding Memorandum Technical 
Committee for fine-tuning before being 
brought to the parliamentary sitting. 

“Therefore, we will try to table the Bill 
at the third meeting of the fifth term of the 
14th Parliament in the Dewan Rakyat,’ he 
said in a statement yesterday. 

He added that he had tabled the policy 
scope for the Bill on political contributions 
at the Cabinet meeting on Sept 7 with a 
following decision for a Bill be formulated 
on political contributions that would be 
monitored by an independent body. 

He added that the drawing up of the 
Bill would take into consideration the 
views of various parties including political 
organisations through engagement 
sessions. - Bernama 
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PETALING JAYA: Kuantan-born 
Nurul Afikah Salehuddin, 26, is 
proud to be a Malaysian despite 
living in Houston, Texas for the last 
17 years. 

Nurul, who has a degree in 
public health from the University of 
Texas at Austin, is working as a 
behavioural therapist for children 
with autism in Houston. 

The second of four siblings, she 
relocated there with her family 
when she was nine years old as her 
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» Woman living overseas with family chooses 
to maintain citizenship even after finding 
'home away from home' among diaspora 


father had secured a job there. 
According to usa.gov, the official 
website of the US government, one 
must have a permanent resident 
(green) card for five years to get US 
citizenship through naturalisation. 
However, Nurul has declined to 
apply for citizenship and has been 


f. 


Nurul Afikah (second from left) vacationing with her family members in Breckenridge, Colorado. 


renewing her green card over the 
years to maintain her citizenship as 
Malaysia does not recognise dual 
citizenship. So what makes her 
proud of being Malaysian? 

Nurul told theSun that Houston 
as a city is a melting pot of cultures, 
but the Malaysian community is 


always looked up to when it comes 
to unity, openness and hospitality. 

“Here’s the thing about the 
Malaysian community, we are 
always together and involve other 
people in our gatherings. Before the 
pandemic, we used to prepare food 
for iftar and send it out to different 
mosques in Houston. 

“I did not grow up with extended 
families around me like most 
people in Malaysia. Fortunately, I 
was surrounded by Malaysians who 
became family and that's how 
Malaysian culture is still intact 
in me. 

She said older Malaysians in the 
community made sure our culture 
was preserved to the point that they 
made bunga telur, a traditional 
wedding door gift for guests 
comprising hard-boiled eggs, for a 
wedding of a Malaysian married to 
alocal. 

She said being Malaysian is 
synonymous with diversity, adding 
that it became one of her strong 
points as she was able to get along 
with people from different cultures 
and ethnicities. 

After being surrounded by such 
people most of her life, Nurul said 
one interesting observation about 
Malaysians is that they love to 
travel. 

“We are a curious and 
adventurous bunch. Many 
Americans I know don't travel that 
much. Some do not even travel out 
of Texas, unlike Malaysians who are 
open to new adventures.” 

She said her parents played a 
major role in ensuring that she and 
her siblings were exposed to 
Malaysian culture and raised to 
practise it. 

Her mother had learnt the art of 
making many traditional kuih from 
scratch for her family and their US 
community so they could enjoy a 
taste of Malaysia in Uncle Sam’s 
land. 

In conjunction with Malaysia 
Day, which falls on Sept 16, Nurul 
called on the Malaysian diaspora, 
wherever they may be, to be proud 
citizens of a multiethnic and 
multicultural nation like no other. 

“Let’s acknowledge our 
uniqueness of being Malaysians,” 
she said, expressing hope that one’s 
race and religion will take second 
place in our interracial friendships 
and unity. 


PM: No talks yet with Umno leadership on GE15 


BERA: Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Ismail Sabri Yaakob said he has yet 
to discuss the date of the 15th 
general election (GE15) with 
Umnos top five. 

The top five are its president 
Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid 
Hamidi, deputy president Datuk 
Seri Mohamad Hasan and the 
three vice-presidents, Datuk Seri 
Mohamed Khaled Nordin, Datuk 
Seri Mahdzir Khalid and Ismail 
Sabri himself. 

He said only after discussing 


the matter with Umno's top five 
would he discuss it with MCA and 
MIC, and other component parties 
in Barisan Nasional (BN). 

“Then it has to be tabled to the 
Cabinet because under the 
Constitution, I must get the 
Cabinet’s approval before I go to 
the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Al- 
Sultan Abdullah Ri’ayatuddin Al- 
Mustafa Billah Shah to get His 
Majesty’s consent for Parliament 
to be dissolved. 

“That’s the procedure that 


needs to be observed,” he said in 
his speech at the presentation of 
the 2022 allocation for the Chinese 
and Indian communities in the 
Bera parliamentary constituency 
at the Bera Umno complex in 
Padang Luas yesterday. 

He said although the date for 
GE15 is still unknown it is getting 
closer, referring to a statement by 
(Umno deputy president) 
Mohamad Hasan, who expects 
GE15 to be held before the end of 
the year. 


Ismail Sabri said in Bera, the BN 
machinery should work hard not 
only to maintain the 
parliamentary and the Guai and 
Kemayan state seats, but also to 
win back the Triang state seat 
from DAP. 

“Now, the Triang seat is given to 
MCA and they have to prove that 
they can win the seat. It is a 
challenge for MCA and for all of us 
to recapture the seat, which 
everybody says will remain with 
DAP” - Bernama 


Youth and Sports Ministry supports anti-smoking Bill 


KUALA LUMPUR: The Youth and 
Sports Ministry (YSM) has 
expressed support for the 


1, 2007 in building a healthier 
Keluarga Malaysia. 
Deputy Youth and Sports 


awareness of the dangers of 
smoking. 
“It is the responsibility of YSM 


Tobacco and Smoking Products 
Control Bill 2022 to prohibit 
smoking among the younger 
generation born on and after Jan 


Minister Datuk Seri Ti Lian Ker 
said his ministry had allocated 
RM100,000 for organising 
activities to foster and raise 


not only to mould youth to 
become leaders but also to 
nurture them to have discipline 
and awareness that smoking 


burdens themselves and the 
country, in terms of diseases and 
so on. 

“YSM, in spirit and in depth, 
supports that the act be enacted to 
more strictly manage tobacco 
products,” he said during the 


Generational Endgame Anti- 
Smoking Run yesterday. 

On July 27, the Bill, known as 
the generational endgame to 
smoking, was tabled for the first 
reading in the Dewan Rakyat. 
- Bernama 
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PETALING JAYA: While differences 
exist between Taiwan and China, the 
former said it is committed to 
maintaining its Cross-Strait policy or 
China-Taiwan relations, anchored on 
peace and political stability. 

Speaking to the media, including 
theSun, in Taipei recently, its 
Mainland Affairs Council Deputy 
Minister Chiu Chui-Cheng said there 
has never been difficulties when it 
comes to understanding Taiwan’s 
cross-strait policy. 

“Since President Tsai Ing-wen’s 
election in 2016, (we have) promoted 
our policy based on maintaining the 
status quo of peaceful stability across 
the Taiwan Strait. 

“We have not abandoned efforts to 
sustain the status quo and maintain 


» Deputy minister hopeful position with 
China would be resolved soon without 
political preconditions of unification 


Cross-Strait relations with China. 
We wish to maintain Taiwan’s 
democracy, freedom, human rights, 
rule of laws, universal values, peace 
and stability in the Taiwan Straits.” 

Chiu also said although 
interactions and dialogue between 
China and Taiwan have been 
suspended since the pandemic, it 
hopes the two sides can come to 
terms with their respective positions 
as soon as possible without political 
preconditions and based on mutual 
respect, dignity and equality. 

“We hope China’s leaders will 


display wisdom and flexibility in 
dealing with the Taiwan issue so that 
there will be a win-win future on both 
sides of the Taiwan Straits.’ 

Chiu added that in the past, 
Taiwan has adhered to the policy of 
maintaining the status quo in the 
Taiwan Straits, but one must also 
recognise that the situation there is 
not static and calm, but is an ever- 
changing dynamic. 

“China insists that Taiwan accept 
its 1992 Consensus, which it defined 
as the one-China principle. 
Accepting such a consensus would 
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Taiwan keen to maintain peace 


mean adhering to China’s framework 
and process for unification, which we 
decline to do. 

“(This) is where we differ. In our 
view, Taiwan is an independent 
country and as such, we will not 
accept any political preconditions 
that go against our principles of 
sovereignty and democracy.” 

He said Chinese President Xi 
Jinping is keen to unify Taiwan with 
China, using the roadmap under the 
latter’s one country, two systems 
model, adding that in this context, 
Cross-Strait relations have entered a 
new era of importance. 

Chiu stressed that Taiwan declines 
to accept the political precondition of 
unification as it fears it will later face 
challenges and intensifying pressure. 

“Taiwan is determined to 
safeguard our sovereignty and 
democratic system, which is our 


bottom line. Let me stress that 
Taiwan is committed to holding 
peaceful, stable Cross-Strait relations 
that will remain unchanged. Our 
government will maintain a non- 
provocative, non-adventurist attitude 
to prevent serious conflict from 
breaking out in the Taiwan Strait.” 

Chiu said President Tsai also 
presented four commitments as a 
consensus and bottom line of 
Taiwan’s society. These emphasised 
the commitment to a free and 
democratic constitutional system of 
government, the commitment that 
Taiwan and China should not be 
subordinate to each other and most 
importantly, resist annexation or 
encroachment upon Taiwanese 
sovereignty. 

“The future of Taiwan must be 
decided according to the will of the 
Taiwanese people,’ he added. 


Plan to aid rubber 
smallholders 


KUALA NERANG: The Rural 
Development Ministry will submit to 
Prime Minister Datuk Ismail Sabri 
Yaakob two recommendations to 
help increase the income of 
smallholders under the Rubber 
Industry Smallholder Development 
Authority (Risda). 

Rural Development Minister 
Datuk Seri Mahdzir Khalid said the 
ceiling price of scrap rubber would be 
raised from RM2.50 per kg to more 
than RM3 per kg and extend the 
monsoon relief period for rubber 
smallholders from three months to 
six months. 

“The ministry will submit two 
recommendations, but only one will 
be selected since they involve a huge 
allocation,’ he at a programme with 
Risda smallholders yesterday. 

He said a Cabinet committee, 
comprising the ministry, Plantation 
Industry and Commodities Ministry 
and the Finance Ministry has been 
formed to identify the best 
recommendations for the purpose. 

Referring to the proposal to extend 
the monsoon relief period to six 
months, Mahdzir said it would 
involve an additional allocation of 
RM400 million. 

“As for the proposed increase in 
ceiling price for scrap rubber, which 
is now RM2.50 per kg, every 10 sen 
increase involves a cost of RM100 
million. If it is 50 sen, it will mean 
RM500 million’ he added. 
- Bernama 


Disruption on 
Kelana Jaya LRT line 


KUALA LUMPUR: A light rail transit 
(LRT) train on the Kelana Jaya line 
that was reported to have 
experienced a technical breakdown 
at about 9pm on Saturday is being 
repaired, Bernama reported. 

RapidKL said on Twitter the 
disruption occurred at the KL Sentral 
station while the train was heading to 
Putra Heights. The train was later 
towed back to its depot. 

“The train service is operating on 
only one track for the time being 
between Pasar Seni and Abdullah 
Hukum stations. As such, trains have 
to move slowly and stop longer at the 
stations.” 

RapidKL has also activated a 
connecting train between the 
Bangsar station to Masjid Jamek and 
from Masjid Jamek to KLCC. 

On Saturday, a 23-second video 
was posted on social media showing 
a stranded train emitting smoke. 


HUGE ATTRACTION 
Children gather around a 
Bumblebee mascot during a 
school holiday programme 
yesterday at Pantai Cahaya 
Bulan in Kota Baru, Kelantan. 
— MASRY CHE ANI/THESUN 


Digital 
condolence book 
for Queen E 


PETALING JAYA: Following the 
passing of Queen Elizabeth II, a 
digital condolence book has been 
created for those who wish to pay 
tribute and their last respects to 
the late monarch. 

British High Commissioner to 
Malaysia Charles Hay said the 
book is accessible via 
www.royal.uk. 

He said some messages will be 
selected and conveyed to the royal 
family and kept in the Royal 
Archives. 

A physical condolence book 
will also be made available to the 
public from Sept 12 to 15 between 
8am and 4.30pm at the British 
High Commission located at 
Menara Binjai in Kuala Lumpur. 

Metro UK reported no physical 
condolence books were available 
at any of the gueen's residences. 
Only a few such books were 
available to the public worldwide 
at government facilities or 
designated locations such as the 
high commissioner's residence in 
New Delhi and the British 
Embassy in Washington, DC. 

The British High Commission 
in Kuala Lumpur will fly its flags at 
half mast for 10 days until the state 
funeral. 

“We are profoundly saddened 
by the death of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II,” Hay said, adding that 
the embassy has received 
numerous condolence messages 
and tributes from Malaysians. 

“We are very grateful for the 
outpouring of affection and 
respect for her in Malaysia. The 
queen will be remembered for her 
extraordinary devotion to duty 
and her life of service to Britain, 
the Realms and the 
Commonwealth,” he said. - by 


Ashigin Ariffin 


KUANTAN: The Orang Asli 
Development Department will 
continue to conduct programmes to 
scout for sports talents among the 
Orang Asli community. 

Deputy Rural Development 
Minister Datuk Seri Abdul Rahman 
Mohamad said the Orang Asli could 
also change their livelihood for the 
better by excelling in sports, not just 
in education. 

At the opening a national-level 
Orang Asli Sports Carnival at the 


International Islamic University 
Malaysia on Saturday, he said: 
“Holding a sports carnival like this is 
a platform for the Orang Asli to 
show their sports talent and to 
get seriously involved in sports so 
that they can represent the state 
Or country at prestigious 
tournaments. 

“The Orang Asli have strength 
and stamina. It would be a loss if we 
do not (nuture) their talents because 
they have the potential to become 


world-class athletes.” 

Also present were Pahang Rural 
Development and Orang Asli Affairs 
Committee chairman Datuk Abd 
Aziz Mat Kiram and department 
director-general Sapiah Mohd Nor. 

Abdul Rahman said Orang Asli 
national athletes could be a model 
and source of encouragement for 
others in the community to excel 
in sports. 

He was referring to Norashikin 
Sayed, a sailing athlete who won a 


Sports talent potential from Orang Asli community 


silver medal at the 2010 Asian 
Games in China and cricketers 
Zumika and Sasha Azmi, who 
helped the national team win a 
bronze medal in the T20 event at the 
2017 SEA Games. 

The two-day sports carnival, 
which started on Friday, involved 
535 participants in four events, 
namely football, sepak takraw, 
netball and sguash. 

The Pahang contingent emerged 
as the overall champion. - Bernama 
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Plant-based diet helps to ‘save mankind’ 


» More becoming vegetarian and 
moving towards preserving mother 
nature, says Berjaya Group chairman 
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KUALA LUMPUR: The adoption of 
plant-based diets is gaining 
popularity as it is seen as a key 
solution to the global food security 
problem, said Berjaya Group 
chairman Tan Sri Vincent Tan. 

He said a plant-based diet is a 
long-term initiative that can be 
adopted by anyone to save mankind 
and Mother Earth. 

“Global warming is a real concern, 
and it is good to know more people 
are aware and moving towards 


60% of device 
applications 
approved 


KOTA KINABALU: Sixty per cent 
of about 100,000 applications 
received for the first phase of the 
PerantiSiswa Keluarga Malaysia 


(Malaysian Family Student 
Device) programme was 
approved through initial 
screening. The devices will be 
distributed this month. 
Communications and 


Multimedia Minister Tan Sri 
Annuar Musa said the ministry 
was aiming to complete the 
rollout of the devices under Phase 
One by this month, before starting 
on the rollout for Phase Two next 
month, and completing it in 
November, Bernama reported. 

“Almost 400,000 units will be 
distributed this year. If we need 
more, the government will decide 
on an additional allocation and 
procurement. 

“We hope to complete 
distribution under phases One 
and Two in 90 days,” he said. 


300 expected at 
amateur radio 
operators show 


KUALA LUMPUR: The 
“Gelombang Patriotik Radio 
Amatur Malaysia” programme, 
which will be held at Cyberjaya 
Lake Gardens on Sept 16, is 
expected to attract about 300 
amateur radio operators in 
Selangor and Kuala Lumpur. 

Its director Sufian Mohd Deris 
said in a statement yesterday the 
programme, to be held in 
conjunction with the Malaysia 
Day celebrations, will start at 7am 
and is open to the public. 

“We have also received 
confirmation from several radio 
clubs outside the Klang Valley on 
participation in the programme. 

“It will be filled with many 
activities such as an equipment 
exhibition, a satellite 
communication show, Morse 
code communication show, as 
well as a mobile communication 
station exhibition from the Fire 
and Rescue Department and the 
Civil Defence Force,’ he said. 
- Bernama 


preserving Mother Nature.” 

Tan added that Malaysia used to 
be affected by haze in July but now, 
due to global warming and weather 
changes, there are floods and 
unpredictable weather. 

Tan, who is vegetarian, said the 
change in his diet has improved 
many aspects of his life. 

“I became a vegetarian seven 
years ago. I was surprised that there 
was almost an immediate change 
after I completed my first full 
vegetarian weekend. 

“I decided from then on to 
continue being a vegetarian,” he said, 


E SS 


adding that he felt healthier 
physically and mentally and he is also 
spiritually better. 

When asked if vegetarian or 
plant-based diets were more 
expensive, Tan said his experience 
proved that plant-based diets are 
cheaper and better for health. 

“Local dishes can be plant-based 
too. Berjaya Cafe at Berjaya Times 
Square serves Penang laksa, curry 
laksa, rendang, nasi lemak and many 
other local dishes that are 
plant-based.” 

Tan said Berjaya Cafe is possibly 
the only four to five-star hotel cafe 
that serves a fully plant-based menu 
at reasonable prices. 

“If done well, plant-based diets 
taste good and may be better than 
animal-based dishes. They are 
affordable too.” 

He also shared a disturbing 
experience he had when he was 
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applying to be a brand franchise 
owner of a fast-food chain farm. 

“It was very disturbing to watch 
cattle shed tears right before being 
slaughtered. But at the time, I was 
young and was focused on making 
money, Now, I know better.” 

He said he would never forget the 
experience. Now that he is a 
vegetarian, he feels at peace knowing 
that no animal had to die for him to 
enjoy his meals. 

Tan was speaking at ProVeg’s 
launch of the “Food Innovation 
Challenge 2021” at the weekend. 

ProVeg, an international food 
awareness organisation, aims to 
transform the global food system by 
replacing conventional animal-based 
products with plant-based and 
cultured alternatives. 

To promote plant-based diets, 
ProVeg believes it is imperative to 
nurture the innovation skills of young 
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From third left: Tan, Proveg International president Sebastian Joy and Lu at the launch. — ADIB RAWI YAHYA/THESUN 
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talents and raise awareness of the 
benefits of plant-based diets through 
the challenge involving university 
students. 

A cash reward of up to US$10,000 
(RM45,000) is up for grabs, plus a 
chance for the innovation to be 
signed on by manufacturers in the 
market. 

The challenge is to accelerate the 
introduction of plant-based food 
innovation and to encourage 
students, the public, food producers, 
government bodies and investors to 
embrace vegetarianism. 

ProVeg Asia managing director 
Shirley Lu said Asia presents the 
largest opportunity for plant-based 
diets, with such a wide variety of 
ingredients available. 

For details and to register for the 
challenge, students may visit 
https://food-innovation- 
challenge.proveg.com 


g 
k 
Tar 


» daysian V 


satuan Ve 


G, 
iT | 


Young clown finds fulfilment spreading joy 


KUALA LUMPUR: At a young age, 
Muhammad Rafiuddin Naufal 
Mohd Nazron already developed an 
interest in twisting balloons into 
various shapes that he learned 
through tutorial videos on YouTube. 

Little did he know his hobby 
would eventually lead him to 
become a street entertainer at the 
age of 11 in 2019. 

Realising he has a knack for 
balloon craft and entertaining, 
Muhammad Rafiuddin, now 14, 
joined classes and formal training 
run by senior street performers to 
hone his skills. 

“I got to meet more experienced 


clown performers through these 
classes. I then joined Persatuan 
Seniman Badut Malaysia, which 
opened up more opportunities for 
me to perform, he said. 

Often accompanied by his father 
Mohd Nazron  Wahih, 44, 
Muhammad Rafiuddin, who is 
fondly known as Opal De Clown, felt 
at ease performing alongside other 
senior clowns, who were more 
experienced entertaining the crowd, 
especially children. 

While other teenagers are into 
music and games, Muhammad 
Rafiuddin is comfortable doing 
activities related to children’s 


interests, and he feels a sense of 
fulfilment after making other people 
smile. 

“My hard work pays off when I 
see people smile. When they are 
happy, I am delighted too. 

“Among my unforgettable 
memories was when I entertained a 
group of disabled people at a 
restaurant. They patiently waited for 
me until I finished my last 
performance to take pictures with 
me because they were thrilled by my 
show,’ he said. 

However, Muhammad Rafiuddin 
admitted that not all audience loves 
a clown, some even ran away out 


of fear. 

Being a student at Sekolah 
Menengah Kebangsaan Bandar 
Baru Salak Tinggi in Sepang, the 
eldest of three siblings would usually 
perform on weekends, public 
holidays and school holidays so as 
not to disrupt his studies. 

Muhammad Rafiuddin said he 
often received invitations to enliven 
birthday parties, weddings and 
graduations, and requests from 
people to surprise their loved ones. 

The teenager said he would carry 
out the activities three times a week, 
each lasting about four hours. 
- Bernama 


Pak Lah suffering from dementia, 


KUALA LUMPUR: Tun Abdullah 
Ahmad Badawi, who was Malaysia’s 
fifth prime minister, has dementia, 
said his son-in-law and Health 
Minister Khairy Jamaluddin. 

He said he decided to reveal the 
health condition of Abdullah, or Pak 
Lah as he is affectionately known, 
after discussing it with family 


members, as many people has been 
asking about it. 

“Pak Lah indeed has dementia 
and his condition is deteriorating. He 
can’t even say names of family 
members as he doesn’t remember. 
He appears to recognise them but he 
has difficulty speaking. 

Khairy had earlier launched the 


says Khairy 


Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPG) 
on Management of Dementia (third 
edition) and CPG on Management of 
Schizophrenia (second edition). 
“I’ve never shared this 
(information) before. Dementia is a 
very, very cruel condition. For family 
members and caregivers, it's a very 
difficult situation seeing him 


deteriorating over the years. 

“You don’t see him in public 
anymore as he cannot function 
normally. He doesn’t remember my 
name and even my wife’s name. The 
only reason I know he recognises me 
is because I could see a flicker in his 
eyes when I visit him, he said. 
- Bernama 


Chopper goes 
missing over 
Bidor forest 


IPOH: A helicopter with just a pilot on 
board has been reported missing near 
Bidor, while flying from Subang to Ipoh 
shortly after noon yesterday. 

The Eurocopter, a privately owned 
helicopter, took off from Sultan Abdul 
Aziz Shah Airport at 11.37am and was 
supposed to have landed at the Sultan 
Azlan Shah Airport at 12.37pm, said 
Transport Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wee 
Ka Siong, Bernama reported. 

However, it lost radio contact with the 
Kuala Lumpur Air Traffic Control Centre 
at 12.16pm before the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Malaysia (CAAM) reported 
the aircraft as missing, he said yesterday. 

Wee added that the aircraft’s last 
known location was a forest area near 
Bidor. 

“CAAM and the police will issue 
further statements on the incident and a 
search and rescue operation is 
underway.” 

Wee said a CAAM team led by chief 
executive officer Capt Datuk Chester 
Voo, with the cooperation of Tapah 
police, is carrying out a ground search. 

“We pray that the search and rescue 
team will obtain the necessary 
information to pinpoint the exact 
location of the aircraft, and we hope any 
news received is a good one. 

“According to the control tower, the 
radar showed that the aircraft is already 
at ground level, but we need to be certain 
and not make assumptions. A full report 
will be issued by CAAM” 

Tapah district police chief Supt Wan 
Azharuddin Wan Ismail said coordinates 
provided by CAAM indicate that the 
helicopter’s last known location was 
near the Chikus forest reserve in Teluk 
Intan. A Fire and Rescue Department 
team, Tapah and Teluk Intan police are 
conducting a search in the area. 


Houses for 2nd 
generation Felda 
settlers in Pahang 


KUANTAN: The Pahang government 
will develop pockets in Federal Land 
Development Authority (Felda) areas 
statewide to construct houses for second 
generation settlers, said Mentri Besar 
Datuk Seri Wan Rosdy Wan Ismail. 

He said this will be done through a 
RM1 billion allocation approved by the 
federal government, of which RM200 
million will be used to complete 
abandoned Felda housing projects. 

“This initiative is to help the second 
generation own a home,’ he said after 
presenting land title deeds to 676 Felda 
settlers at Dewan Semai Bakti Felda 
Bukit Sagu 1 yesterday. 

In a separate development, Wan 
Rosdy said in Pahang, there are over 
43,000 Felda settlers and 2,160 have yet 
to receive their land title deeds. 

Meanwhile, a title deed recipient, 
Ishak Ibrahim, 76, said he was grateful to 
receive the deed after 40 years. 

“Tam indebted and thankful to Felda 
and the government for providing the 
land title to me. I joined Felda Bukit 
Sagu 1 in 1982,” said the father of three. 

Abdul Razaki Mustafa, 63, who 
received the deed after a more than 
12-year wait, shared the same 
sentiment. 

“Although we know this is our land, 
there is still a feeling of unease. 

“Only when the title deed was 
changed to our name did we feel 
relieved, as there is proof for us to show 
our grandchildren. 

“I hope they will also appreciate the 
land, as it is not easy to obtain. I can still 
vividly remember the hard work needed 
to cultivate the land.’ - Bernama 
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Rosmah graft case: Summary 
of grounds for judgment 


IM BY JOSHUA PURUSHOTMAN 
joshua@thesundaily.com 


PETALING JAYA: On Sept 1, the 
Kuala Lumpur High Court found 
Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor guilty of 
all three counts of graft in her 
RM1.25 billion solar hybrid trial 
involving 369 rural schools in 
Sarawak. 

Rosmah, 70, was charged with 
soliciting RM187.5 million from 
former Jepak Holdings Sdn Bhd 
managing director Saidi Abang 
Samsudin through her former aide, 
Datuk Rizal Mansor, as inducement 
to help the company secure the 
solar project. 

She was also charged with 
receiving bribes amounting to RM5 
million from Saidi, through Rizal, at 
Seri Perdana in Putrajaya on Dec 20, 
2016, and faced an additional 
charge of receiving RM1.5 million 
from Saidi at her home at 11, Jalan 
Langgak Duta in Taman Duta, Kuala 
Lumpur on Sept 7, 2017. 

All charges were proffered under 
Section 16(a)(A) of the Malaysian 
Anti-Corruption Commission 
(MACC) Act 2009. 

Before Judge Mohamed Zaini 
Mazlan sentenced Rosmah to 10 
years in jail on each charge to be 
served concurrently on each count 
and a record RM970 million fine, 
she addressed the court as part of 
the defence’s mitigation and 
claimed, among others, that she 
was a victim and “they’ve done this 
to my husband” 

“Nobody saw me taking the 
money, nobody saw me counting 


N 


© High Court Judge Mohamed Zaini Mazlan 
gives reasons behind the decision and 


sentence 


the money.’ 

So, what caused the judge to 
come to his decision after hearing 
the testimonies of 23 prosecution 
witnesses over 44 days of trial? 
Herein, theSun provides extracts of 
the judgment that found her guilty 
as charged. 

It must be noted that the court’s 
duty at the end of the prosecution’s 
case was to conclude if it (the 
prosecution) had proven a prima 
facie case against Rosmah, through 
adducing evidence on every single 
element of the alleged offences, 
which otherwise would cause her to 
be acquitted. 

And, if the evidence was not 
rebutted or went unexplained by 
the defence, it will result in a 
conviction. 

In the first charge, Zaini found 
that Rosmah had indeed solicited 
gratification as inducement to assist 
Jepak in getting the solar hybrid 
project through direct negotiations 
with the Education Ministry. 

Once the first elements had been 
established, the presumption under 
Section 50(1) of the MACC Act 2009 
arose against her. 

In part, the section reads: 
“Where any proceedings against 
any person for an offence under 
sections 16, 17, 18, 21, 22 or 23 is 


proved that any gratification has 
been received or agreed to be 
received, accepted or agreed to be 
accepted, obtained or attempted to 
be obtained, solicited, given or 
agreed to be given, promised, or 
offered by or to the accused, the 
gratification shall be presumed to 
have been corruptly received or 
agreed to be received, accepted or 
agreed to be accepted.” 

Zaini said the second element of 
the first charge is therefore also 
fulfilled, in that Rosmah is 
presumed to have solicited the 
gratification as inducement to 
assist Jepak in getting the project 
through direct negotiations with 
the Education Ministry unless the 
contrary is proven pursuant to 
Section 50. 

He found that the prosecution 
had successfully established the 
first and second elements of the first 
charge. 

On the third charge of receiving 
RM5 million from Saidi through 
Rizal, the judge said the 
prosecution had to prove two 
elements. First, that Rosmah had, 
on Dec 20, 2016, at Seri Perdana, 
received RM5 million from Saidi. 

And second, that she received 
the RM5 million corruptly as a 
reward to help Jepak obtain the 


ye. 


Rosmah arriving at the High Court on Sept 1. She was sentenced to 10 years' jail on each charge, to be served 
concurrently, and a record RM970 million fine. - BERNAMAPIX 


project through direct negotiations 
from the Education Ministry. 

Zaini found that the prosecution 
had successfully proven the first 
element of the third charge - that 
Rosmah had received the RM5 
million from Saidi at the date and 
place in guestion. 

He said the rebuttal 
presumption under Section 50(1) of 
the MACC Act 2009 arose against 
her regarding the second element of 
the third charge, the burden of 
which lay on Rosmah to rebut on a 
balance of probabilities (which she 
failed to do). 

On the second charge where 
Rosmah was accused of corruptly 
receiving the RM1.5 million from 
Saidi on Sept 7, 2017, at her Taman 
Duta home as a reward for her 
helping Jepak to obtain the project 
from the Education Ministry 
through direct negotiations, Zaini 
said the prosecution will need to 
prove two elements. 

First, that the accused, on Sept 7, 
2017, at the place in question, had 
received from Saidi RM1.5 million. 
And secondly, that she had 
received the RM1.5 million 
corruptly as a reward to help Jepak 
be awarded the project through 
direct negotiations with the 
Education Ministry. 

Zaini found that the prosecution 
had successfully proven the first 
element of the second charge, in 
that Rosmah had received the 
RM1.5 million from Saidi. 

In respect of the second 
element, he said the burden lay 
with Rosmah, on a balance of 
probabilities, to rebut that she 
had received the RM1.5 million 
corruptly, which again she failed 
to do. 

To the question of whether the 
monies solicited and accepted 
were political donations to Umno 
(as Rosmah had said in her 
testimony during the trial), Zaini 
found that from the evidence, it was 
clear that the monies offered and 
paid were not so. 

In part, he said it was a telling 
point against Rosmah, since in 
ordinary circumstances, a 
donation, be it by way of cheque or 
otherwise, is preceded by certain 
formalities. For example, a 
representative of the donor firm 
would personally hand it to the 
recipient at a proper place and in 
the presence of witnesses, not in 
some “back alley’ 

He also said it was “highly odd” 
that Rosmah’s husband, Datuk Seri 
Najib Abdul Razak, who was Umno 
president, was never present when 
the cash was delivered, considering 
the “so-called donation” was meant 
for his (political) party. 

In sentencing Rosmah, Zaini 
said he had considered the 
prosecution’s request for a heavy 
penalty in light of the gravity of the 
offences, as well as the mitigating 
factors submitted by the defence. 

He said the foremost 
consideration in deciding the 
appropriate sentence is “public 
interest” 

“Our courts have a long time 
since progressed from the ‘eye for 
an eye’ and ‘tooth for a tooth’ type 


of justice. 
“The avowed aims of 
punishments are retribution, 


justice, deterrence, reformation 
and protection, but it is never 
intended to act as a vehicle of 
vengeance,” he said, before passing 
sentence. 
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Condolences and job seekers go to the wrong William 


WASHINGTON: Prince William 
Living magazine chronicles local 
news from Prince William County, 
Virginia, near Washington: a fall 
festival, a car accident, community 
service projects. 

But its website 
princewilliamliving.com is also one 
of the first to pop up (along with the 
royals’ official site) in a Google 
search for “contact Prince William’ 

And brace yourself: Some people 
do not read their Google results very 
closely. 


The result has been a small flood 
of phone calls and emails with 
condolences, sketches, poems, 
requests - even an offer to make a 
casket drape - pouring into the 
magazine’s small offices. 

Publisher Rebecca Barnes said on 
Saturday that roughly 40 such 
messages have arrived a day, from all 
over the world - India, Bhutan, 
Japan, Egypt, both North and South 
America, and England itself. 

“Even people in England don’t 
know how to Google.” 


One teenage girl said she was a 
huge fan of the royals and hoped for 
an invitation to the Queen’s funeral. 

Another messenger offered to 
work in the royal household “as a 
housekeeper or something’, adding: 
“Tm a very clean person.” 

The county, incidentally, far 
predates the Prince William who is 
now first in line to the throne. 

Formed in 1731, it was named 
after the Duke of Cumberland, third 
son of King George II. 

But because of the name 
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confusion, Barnes said misdirected 
messages are not new. 

They have arrived for years, 
usually when the royal family was in 
the news. 

She long ago stopped trying to 
respond to every message, but 
recently found she could not resist. 

A man messaged to ask if he 
could be the next King of England. 

“Who am I to stand in his way,’ 
Barnes said. 

“I wrote back and asked him to 
submit an application.” - AFP 


Queen Elizabeth II begins 
solemn final journey 


0 Princes reunited as 
Charles officially 
proclaimed king 


LONDON: Queen Elizabeth II’s 
coffin yesterday left the Scottish 
retreat where she died as the late 
monarch embarked on her final 
journey with thousands of her 
mourning subjects expected to line 
the route. 

A hush fell over the gathered 
crowd as the cortege carrying the 
queen’s casket exited the gates of 
Balmoral Castle for Edinburgh at the 
start of an odyssey of mourning in 
the United Kingdom, culminating in 
her state funeral in London on Sept 
19. 

Six groundskeepers had loaded 
the oak coffin - draped with a 
Scottish Royal Standard and a floral 
wreath - into the black hearse that 
was to wind its way slowly on a 
six-hour journey to Scotland’s 
capital. 

Security escort vehicles and a 
mauve Bentley carrying the queen’s 
only daughter Princess Anne made 
up the cortege passing through a 
series of towns before reaching 
Edinburgh, where it will rest for two 
days so people can pay tribute. 

The first glimpse of her coffin for 
a grieving nation came a day after 
her son Charles III was formally 
proclaimed king, and after her 
warring grandsons William and 
Harry, and their wives Kate and 
Meghan, briefly reunited for a 
walkabout. 

Charles vowed at the formal 
Accession Council at St James’s 
Palace on Saturday that he would 
“strive to follow the inspiring 
example I have been set” by his 
mother during her “lifetime of 
service” 

The king himself will travel to 
Edinburgh today for a prayer service, 
before the body of the queen, who 


(From left) Harry, Meghan, William and Catherine looking at floral tributes laid by members of the public on the Long Walk 


at Windsor Castle. - AFPPIX 


died at Balmoral on Thursday aged 
96, is flown to London tomorrow. 

Britain’s longest-serving 
monarch will then lie in state for four 
days which is expected to draw at 
least a million people, ahead of a 
funeral set to be watched worldwide 
and attended by numerous heads of 
state. 

“Its the end of an era, it’s quite a 
big moment for the country and the 
world,” said scientist Nia 
Gray-Wannell, who brought her two 
children to Balmoral to pay their 
respects. 

“It felt like it would be worth 
coming.” 


Prince William broke his silence 
with an emotional tribute to his 
beloved “Grannie” on Saturday. 

“She was by my side at my 
happiest moments. 

“And she was by my side during 
the saddest days of my life” said 
William, who has now become the 
Prince of Wales. 

But the queen’s death also 
brought a surprise show of unity 
from William, 40, and his younger 
brother Harry, 37, when they 
emerged with their wives to speak to 
well-wishers outside Windsor 
Castle, near London. 

The sight of the two couples who 


have barely seen each other since 
2020, together - even if they 
separated to speak and shake hands 
with different sides of the cheering 
crowds - will likely spark rumours of 
a reconciliation. 

King Charles and other royals will 
take part today in a procession to 
convey her coffin along Edinburgh’s 
Royal Mile to St Giles’ Cathedral. 

The following day the coffin will 
be flown by Royal Air Force jet to 
Northolt airfield near London, and 
driven to Buckingham Palace. 

Then, on Wednesday, it will be 
moved to Westminster Hall to lie in 
state. - AFP 


Syrian refugees in Turkey plan caravan to reach EU 


ANKARA: A group of Syrian refugees 
in Turkey is planning to form a 
caravan to reach the European 
Union, organisers said on Saturday. 

Plans are being drawn up online 
via a Telegram channel, set up six 
days ago and followed by almost 
70,000 people. 

Organisers are calling on people 
to bring sleeping bags, tents, life 
jackets, water, canned food and first 
aid kits. 


“We will announce it when it’s 
time to go,’ said one organiser, a 
46-year-old refugee who wished to 
remain anonymous. 

Some of the organisers already 
lived in the EU, he said. 

Organisers say the caravan will be 
split into groups of up to 50 people, 
each led by a supervisor. 

“We have been in Turkey for 10 
years,’ read one message posted on 
the channel by an administrator. 


“We are protected ... but Western 
countries must share the burden.” 
There are 3.7 million Syrian 
refugees officially living in Turkey. 
Syria's civil war, which began with 
a brutal crackdown of 
anti-government protests in 2011, has 
killed nearly half a million people and 
forced around half of the country’s 
pre-war population from their homes. 
Many Syrian refugees in Turkey 
fear being sent back, especially after 


a recent shift in Turkey’s stance 
towards Damascus. 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan has said he is preparing to 
send back one million Syrian 
refugees on a voluntary basis. 

In February and March 2020, tens 
of thousands of migrants 
approached the land border 
between Turkey and Greece, after 
Erdogan threatened to keep the 
borders with Europe open. - AFP 


ON FACEBOOK 


HOMES ‘SWEPT AWAY’ 


AFTER DAM BURST 
PRETORIA: A mine dam burst and 
sparked flooding that swept away 
houses and cars in central South 
Africa, forcing residents to be 
evacuated, officials said yesterday. 
Television footage showed a river 
of mud and water flowing away 
from the mine and into a nearby 
residential area, covering roads 
and sweeping houses away, in 
Jagersfontein, a town about 
100km southwest of the Free 
State province capital, 
Bloemfontein. “The mine dam in 
the area burst at around 6am 
(12pm in Malaysia), said Palesa 
Chubisi, a spokesman for Free 
State premier Sisi Ntombela. “The 
incident has swept away houses 
and cars,’ she said, but did not 
provide figures. - AFP 


BOAT COLLIDES WITH 
WHALE IN NZ 

WELLINGTON: Five people have 
died and another six were rescued 
in New Zealand when a boat 
capsized after what may have 
been a collision with a whale. The 
8.5m-long boat overturned near 
the coastal town of Kaikoura in 
New Zealand’s South Island on 
Saturday. Identified as a charter 
vessel typically used for fishing, 
those onboard belonged to a bird 
enthusiasts’ group, reported news 
website Stuff. “This is a tragic 
event that affects many lives, not 
least of all families and loved 
ones,’ said Kaikoura mayor Craig 
Mackle. “We've shut the harbour 
down so that they can carry on 
working.’ The exact circumstance 
leading to the capsize is still under 
investigation. — The Independent 


Alligators attack 
boats in Texas 


WASHINGTON: One alligator has 
been trapped and wardens remain 
vigilant at a waterway in Sugar Land, 
Texas after animals bit two boats in 
recent weeks - for the first time ever, 
residents said. 

Everything started when an 
elderly rower accidentally hit a gator 
with an oar, said Greater Houston 
Rowing Club president Dee Connors. 

“On the second day, the alligator 
chomped the end of his boat and his 
boat started sinking, but he made it to 
shore.’ 

But that was not the only attack; 
another followed last week, she said. 

“Another one of the rowers was 
just rowing out behind me and 
another one of the alligators 
chomped the end of his boat, he 
didn’t get it as hard as the first one so 
he was able to row it to shore. 

“Tve been rowing over 20 years in 
this body of water and we've never 
had an alligator attack. 

The swampy conditions in 
southeast Texas make the region a 
perfect home for thousands of 
alligators; authorities estimate up to 
halfa million gators live across the state. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife alligator 
programme leader Jonathan Warner 
said the incidents were likely 
“mistaken” efforts to find food by the 
gators. 

“The boats that were bitten, it 
seems that the gators bit them and 
immediately released the boat. 

“This time of year, we're going into 
fall, we’re at the end of the warmer 
months; mating season and nesting 
season is over and so most gator 
movement is related to feeding 
behaviour. As we go into winter 
months, they're bulking up” 

Warner said he believed the gators 
“thought this was a prey item, took a 
chance, did it and realised, this isn’t 
food” - The Independent 
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KYIV: Russia said it was pulling 
back troops from the eastern 
Kharkiv region of Ukraine as Kyiv 
announced massive territorial gains 
in its lightning counter-offensive. 

Meanwhile, a Moscow-backed 
separatist leader in the east said 
Russian forces were fighting 
“difficult” battles against Kyiv’s 
troops in several parts of eastern 
Donetsk region. 

A Ukrainian official also said 
Kyiv's troops were closing in on the 
eastern city of Lysychansk, captured 
by Russian troops after fierce 
artillery battles in July. 

Moscow’s announcement on 
Saturday of the pullback alongside 
Kyiv's claim to have entered the 
town of Kupiansk are the most 
significant shifts in battlefield 
dynamics after months of fighting in 
eastern Ukraine that has been 
dominated by Moscow. 

“A decision was made to regroup 
Russian troops stationed in the 
Balakliya and Izyum regions to 
bolster efforts along the Donetsk 
front,” Russia’s Defence Ministry 
said in a statement. 

News of the drawdown came just 
after Ukrainian special forces 
published images on social media 
showing camouflage-clad officers 


Russia regroups 
troops in east 


9 Ukrainian forces making'astonishing 
gains with Western military support’ 


with automatic weapons “in 
Kupiansk’, a town of about 27,000 
people. 

Ukrainian troops had also 
liberated Vasylenkovo and 
Artemivka in Kharkiv region, 
President Volodymyr Zelensky said 
in his evening address on Saturday. 

“These last days, the Russian 
army has shown us its best (side) - 
its back. 

“There is no place in Ukraine for 
the occupiers. There never will be.’ 

Observers expect Ukrainian 
forces to make further gains in the 
Kharkiv region, which borders 


Russia and has been either 
controlled by Moscow-backed 
authorities or shelled by its artillery 
for months. 

There was no official 
confirmation that Kyiv’s troops had 
also routed Russian forces from 
Izyum - an important staging 
ground for Moscow’s war effort with 
a population of around 45,000 
people before the invasion. 

But images flooding social 
media appeared to show Ukrainian 
forces within the city and Russian 
observers of the conflict said there 
were initial reports Moscow’s army 


had already withdrawn. 

“Ukrainian troops are advancing 
in eastern Ukzaine, liberating more 
cities and villages. Their courage 
coupled with Western military 
support brings astonishing results,’ 
said Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Oleg Nikolenko. 

Ukraine's push appears to have 
caught Russian troops largely off 
guard. 

State media on Friday published 
footage of Russian tanks, artillery 
and support vehicles moving 
towards Kharkiv in columns on dirt 
roads - a bid to dispatch 
reinforcements to the region. 

But a day later, Russia 
announced a three-day operation 
to redeploy forces, moving away 
from Kharkiv to the industrial 
Donbas region further south. - AFP 


Two dead in massive Papua New Guinea quake 


PORT MORESBY: A 7.6-magnitude 
earthquake shook Papua New 
Guinea yesterday, damaging 
buildings, triggering landslides and 
killing at least two people, with 
several more severely injured. 

Residents in northern towns 
near the epicentre reported intense 
shaking mid-morning that cracked 
roads and sheared cladding off 
buildings. 

Local member of Parliament 
Kessy Sawang said at least two 
people had died in remote 
mountain villages, with at least four 
others airlifted to hospital in critical 
condition. 

“There has been widespread 


damage,” she told AFP, adding that 
a landslide had buried homes and 
“split” one village where people had 
“lost their houses” 

There are limited 
communications in the area, little 
government resources and few 
paved roads, making assessment 
and rescue efforts difficult. 

Small aviation companies and 
missionary groups were involved in 
airlifting some of the injured across 
the rugged jungle landscape. 

“Its very difficult, the terrain, the 
weather. It’s challenging,’ said 
Nellie Pumai of Manolos Aviation, 
which had transported one person 
out and was trying to return. 


In the eastern highland town of 
Goroka, residents captured images 
of window awnings falling off the 
cracked walls of a local university. 

It was “very strong’, said Hivi 
Apokore, a worker at the Jais Aben 
Resort near the coastal town of 
Madang. 

“Everything was like sitting on a 
sea, just floating.” 

The quake was felt as far as the 
capital Port Moresby 480km away. 

Prime Minister James Marape 
said the quake was “massive” and 
told people to be cautious. 

The earthquake struck 
at a depth of 61km, 67km from 
the town of Kainantu, according 


to the US Geological Survey. 

Earlier yesterday, the US 
Geological Survey also reported 
two strong quakes in the remote 
Mentawai Islands off the western 
coast of Sumatra in neighbouring 
Indonesia. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties or damage, but 
the tremor sent residents on the 


Mentawai Islands fleeing to 
evacuation centres set up last week 
following another quake. 


The Indonesia quake was felt in 
the city of Padang, the capital of 
West Sumatra province, where 
residents left their homes after the 
tremor shook buildings. - AFP 


Firefighters turning 
away from the blaze to 
watch for any stray 
embers during an 
operation to build a 
line to contain the 
Fairview Fire near the 
city of Hemet. 

— AFPPIX 


Massive California fire eases with rains 


WASHINGTON: California 
firefighters were able to beat back a 
massive wildfire outside Los Angeles 
after a tropical storm brought rains 
and cooler temperatures, US 
officials said on Saturday. 

The Fairview Fire was 40% 
contained as of Saturday evening 
after forcing evacuation orders and 
leaving two people dead, they said. 

The blaze erupted on Monday at 


the midpoint of a ferocious heat 
wave in the southwestern United 
States, scorching 11,300ha and 
destroying more than 20 buildings. 

The remnants of Tropical Storm 
Kay, which made landfall on 
Thursday in Mexico as a hurricane 
before rolling north up the Pacific 
Coast, brought rains that helped 
calm the fire. 

“Fire activity has been greatly 


reduced due to the moisture from 
Kay,’ said a statement from the 
California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection (Cal Fire). 

However, authorities warned 
that the rains brought a risk of flash 
flooding and mudflows in areas 
where burned-out soil cannot 
absorb the sudden downpour. 

“We could go from a fire 
suppression event into significant 


rain, water rescues, mudslides, 
debris (flows),” said Jeff Veik of Cal 
Fire’s Riverside Unit. 

Western US is more than two 
decades into a historic drought that 
scientists say is being worsened by 
human-made climate change. 

Much of the countryside is 
parched and overgrown, creating 
the conditions for hot, fast and 
destructive wildfires. - AFP 
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SWEDES VOTE IN 


CLOSE-RUN ELECTION 
STOCKHOLM: Swedes voted 
yesterday in an election pitting 
the incumbent centre-left Social 
Democrats against a right-wing 
bloc that has embraced the 
anti-immigration Sweden 
Democrats in a bid to win back 
power after eight years in the 
Opposition. With steadily 
growing numbers of shootings 
unnerving voters, campaigning 
has seen parties battle to be the 
toughest on gang crime, while 
surging inflation and the energy 
crisis in the wake of the invasion 
of Ukraine have increasingly 
taken centre stage. “Im fearing 
very much a repressive, very 
right-wing government coming,’ 
said travel consultant Malin 
Ericsson, 53, outside a voting 
station in Stockholm. Opinion 
polls show the Social Democrats 
running neck-and-neck with the 
right-wing bloc. — Reuters 


PALESTINIAN DIES DAYS 


AFTER BEING SHOT 

RAMALLAH: A Palestinian 
succumbed to his wounds 
yesterday, five days after being 
shot by the Israeli army during a 
home demolition in the 
occupied West Bank, the 
Palestinian Health Ministry said. 
In a statement, the ministry 
confirmed “the death of Hamad 
Mustafa Hussein Abu Jelda, 24, 
after being shot by Israeli 
occupation forces in Jenin camp 
a few days ago" Security sources 
in Jenin said Hamad Mustafa had 
been shot during an Israeli army 
raid on Jenin camp last Tuesday 
to destroy the home of Raad 
Hazem, who shot dead three 
Israelis in Tel Aviv. Human rights 
activists said Israel's policy of 
demolishing homes of suspected 
attackers amounts to collective 
punishment, as it can render 
non-combatants, including 
children, homeless. - AFP 


‘Very strong’ 
typhoon 
approaches 
southern Japan 


TOKYO: Typhoon Muifa 
approached Japan’s southern islands 
yesterday, prompting officials to 
issue a warning for locals to seek 
shelter from the “violent waves and 
winds” before it made landfall. 

According to Japan 
Meteorological Agency, Muifa is 
expected to maintain its strength and 
hit Ishigaki island, near Taiwan, 
today before heading north toward 
Shanghai and its surrounding areas. 

As of yesterday afternoon, the 
typhoon was located 180km south of 
Ishigaki, packing gusts up to 216kph 
as it moves northwest, the 
agency said. 

“Very strong Typhoon Muifa is 
expected to draw very close to (to the 
region surrounding Ishigaki) on 
Monday. 

“Violent waves and wind are 
expected in the region through 
Tuesday: 

While the speed of the typhoon 
could slow down, “the area may 
remain under its effects for a long 
time’, said the agency. 

The government of Okinawa - a 
prefecture comprising Japan's more 
than 150 southern islands - 
reguested for the elderly on Ishigaki 
and other area islands to seek shelter 
before the typhoon reach the region. 

“I would like to ask everyone to be 
vigilant against violent winds, heavy 
rains and take action to protect lives 
as a top priority,” said Okinawa 
governor Denny Tamaki. - AFP 
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To mask 
up or not? 


THE mask mandate for indoor settings has been lifted, 
except for medical facilities and public transport, as 
announced recently. This does not mean that there is 
no risk of Covid-19 infection. 

As of Sept 7, there were 2,428 newly reported cases, 
with a positivity rate of 7.6%. Fortunately, 95% of those 
reported were with mild symptoms and on home 
quarantine. 

Hospital admissions and intensive care usage due 
to Covid were 22.1% and 18.1%, respectively. Statistics 
show that although the Covid-19 situation is under 
control, there are still risks, especially to the high-risk 
and elderly groups. 

We are not required to wear a mask by law, but 
some may feel uncomfortable if people around them 
are not wearing masks while they are still masked up. 

The government has left the decision to the people 
to decide whether to wear a mask or not, be it indoors 
or outdoors. 

Before vaccines were available, ecological studies 
found that Covid-19 transmission was 7.5 times higher 
in countries that did not have a mask mandate. With 
the Omicron virus variant, vaccination may not be 
effective in preventing infection, but it is effective in 
preventing severe diseases, thus reducing the rates of 
hospitalisation and death. 

However, we should not have the perception that 
contracting a mild Covid-19 infection is fine. There are 
the possibilities of having post-Covid symptoms or 
long Covid. 

Multiple infections, compared with those with first 
infection, may exhibit increased risks, including 
mortality, hospitalisation and adverse health 
outcomes in the acute and post-acute phase of 
reinfection. 

Therefore, with the removal of the mask mandate, it 
is hoped that the Covid-19 cases do not surge nor 
increase the burden on our healthcare system. This is 
where we, as individuals, should be socially 
responsible. 

If and when we are infected, even though with mild 
symptoms, we should report to MySejahtera and get 
isolated, so we do not infect our family members, 
colleagues or friends. We should wear a mask when we 
have flu-like symptoms even though we test negative. 

To decide on masking up or not, we should weigh 
our risks. Are we in the high-risk group, aged 60 years 
and above, with co-morbidities or with low immunity, 
who are more prone to severe disease? Are we 
vaccinated or boosted? Do we want to protect our love 
ones from being infected? Are the places we visit 
crowded? Are they equipped with good ventilation? 

There is no right or wrong answer. It is our choice. 
We should be responsible, whatever the consequences 
are. Stay safe, stay healthy. 


Ming, Department of Social and 
Preventive Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, University 
of Malaya. Comments: letters@thesundaily.com 


E BY SEAN O'GRADY 


T seems obvious, a cliche - and a 
bit trite - but it has to be said in the 
most respectful terms possible: 
Queen Elizabeth II is a hard act to 
follow. King Charles will inevitably have 
a much shorter reign. He inherits a 
nation with its global status much 
denuded in comparison within the 
global, imperial domain his mother 
found herself at the head of in 1952. 

The Commonwealth has eclipsed 
empire and most of the old colonies 
have opted to retain their loose, 
voluntary association with the crown, 
but are firmly self-governing and most 
are republics. The face of the 
multicultural nation has changed. Yet, 
oddly, the Queen - born in a more 
conservative age into a highly 
conservative family - seemed not only 
able to adapt to a more diverse Britain, 
but to encourage and relish it. She did 
not alienate her “old school” subjects. 

The Queen accrued such prestige and 
respect over 70 years that she was 
basically unassailable, untouchable. 
Charles does not have that advantage, 
and even as sovereign will find himself 
wide open to critical assault. The age of 
deference is over for the right, as well as 
the left. 

Optimistically, he may settle into the 
role and gain respect as King by making 
himself useful and behaving himself. 
There is a strong echo here of the death 
of Queen Victoria in 1901, at the end of 
another lengthy and momentous reign, 
and the accession of her feckless, 
self-indulgent son and then Prince of 
Wales, crowned Edward VII. 

He made it his business to assist his 
ministers and repair the historically 
poor relationship with France with a 
highly successful state visit. He also 
carefully navigated the treacherous 
politics of the time and did his best to 
avoid constitutional crises over the 
abuse of powers by a populist 
government. Sounds quite familiar, 
doesn’t it? 

But, of course, the potential problems 
for the next reign are equally apparent. 
Charles’ reportedly critical remarks 
about the government’s plan to deport 
refugees to Rwanda certainly earned 
him some stinging rebukes from the 
right of politics. 

The question now is whether he can 
give up his outspoken ways, which 
funnily enough used to annoy his 
equally outspoken father, and avoid 
saying things he probably should not, in 
private as well as public. His critics are 
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How will Charles reign? 
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all too ready to label him “woke’, 
eccentric, spoiled, or all of the above. 

If he can change his habits, and 
charm his public, then he will redeem 
himself as comprehensively as did his 
great-great grandfather. 

By his side, famously, will be a 
descendant of one of his great-great- 
grandfather's many lovers. A trip to Paris 
may be a good idea, and help the jury to 
deliver a verdict of “friend” to recall UK 
prime minister Liz Truss’ recent 
remarks. 

On one level, there has never been an 
heir to the throne better prepared for the 
role of head of state as Prince Charles. 
After some 52 years as Prince of Wales, 
and 70 as heir apparent, he has enjoyed 
(though that may be overstating it) the 
longest apprenticeship in history. 

He has been prepared for it, just 
about, since his christening; filmed for 
the occasion with his grandfather, King 
George VI, and his great grandmother, 
Queen Mary (born 1867) - widow of 
King George V. 

At the age of four, he attended his 
mother’s coronation, looked after by his 
grandmother, the Queen Mother. He was 
sent to Gordonstoun school (which he 
hated) and Trinity College, Cambridge 
to advance his education, and at 
Cambridge he was given a former 
deputy prime minister, Rab Butler, to 
offer him guidance and informal 
“political” advice. 

The training programme has been 
methodical. He had his own mini 
coronation as Prince of Wales in 1969, in 
a ceremony that combined modernity, 
Perspex chairs, with Ruritanian 
flummery. He rounded off his early life 
with a spell in the Royal Navy, like so 
many of his predecessors. 

The Queen and Prince Philip were 
always reluctant, for a variety of reasons, 
to retire and allow their son to take over, 
even during the “Charles and Di” mania 
in the mid-1980s. 

At that point, the unsurpassed peak of 
Charles’ popularity (ironically, derived 
from his wife’s charisma), there was 
serious talk of abdication and this 
glamorous young couple taking over, 
almost by public acclaim. 

Perhaps his parents had a better idea 
of his shortcomings than the public, and 
were no doubt better informed about 
the state of the Wales’ marriage. In any 
case, they dragged their feet on giving 
him anything of consequence to do. 

However, by the early 1990s, Charles 
was at last given access to confidential 
state papers, including Cabinet minutes 
(though they tend to be uninformative). 


In recent years, the Prince of Wales 
also took on more of the other foreign 
visits, important ceremonial roles, 
including Remembrance Sunday and 
the State Opening of Parliament (though 
on that latter occasion, he had to share 
the role with a glittering crown on a 
cushion, apparently as a reminder to all 
concerned, including him, that she was 
still head of state). 

Charles is now as inured to public 
attention as he can be. He has lived his 
life, including his love life, and often 
reluctantly, in the public gaze. 

His first wedding, to the superstar 
Princess Diana, was watched by millions 
on television, and the disintegration of 
that union was peered at and gawped at 
by more millions. The “Tampongate” 
tapes were probably a low point for 
embarrassment, though one of many. 

In terms of his fitness to be head of 
state, he has definitely recovered from 
the aftermath of the death of Diana in 
1997. 

At that moment, the royal family gave 
off the impression of being cold and 
uncaring, conforming to a caricature 
version of the Windsor way of doing 
things. It was a dangerous moment for 
the institution of the monarchy itself. It 
was tottering, salvaged only by the 
Queen taking her prime minister’s 
advice to come from Balmoral to 
London and make a television 
broadcast. 

Former prime minister Tony Blair’s 
reward, the Order of the Garter, was a 
long time coming. Charles’ behaviour 
towards the late, beloved princess made 
him the most hated man in Britain, and 
Camilla Parker Bowles, his “mistress” 
(to use the misogynistic term current at 
that time), the most hated woman in 
Britain. In that respect, at least they 
were together. 

Yet at this distance, we can now see 
what an important and beneficent role 
Camilla has played in his mellowing into 
a rather jolly, happy, ruddy-faced old 
gentleman - 75 next year. Since their 
marriage at Windsor Register Office in 
2005, they seem to have found a 
happiness that eluded them for so long. 

Unlike his great uncle David (another 
former Prince of Wales and later Edward 
VIII), and - in a minor key - his son 
Prince Harry, Charles has been able to 
marry the woman he loved and retain 
his royal position. 

He has had his cake and eaten it, not 
least through a remarkable sense of 
determination, the flip side to his 
rumoured stubbornness and 
grumpiness. - The Independent 
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ajib's verdict, a game changer? 


OLLOWING the court verdict 
on the corruption case of 
former prime minister Datuk 
Seri Najib Abdul Razak, 
commentators have focused on the 
implications of this development. 
Assessments have also appeared on 
how big a breakthrough this is for 
Malaysia’s politics and political life. 

Some of the most optimistic 
opinions which have appeared in the 
foreign media have hailed the court's 
guilty decision on Najib as “historic” 
while others have termed the outcome 
as “unprecedented” “an auspicious day 
for Malaysians” or referred to it as “the 
people's victory’. 

According to Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim, the Opposition leader in 
Parliament, the ruling on Najib was a 
“momentous occasion for democracy 
and the rule of law” He pointed out that 
the criminal case was filed after Najib 
was voted out and a new Pakatan 
Harapan government took over, thus 
indirectly claiming credit for the 
current Opposition. 

Amid the general euphoria, there 
has also been caution in any premature 
celebration that a new dawn may be 
appearing in Malaysian politics. 


Rival petitions 

In fact, Najib’s grip on Umno's 
grassroots membership as well as the 
Malay community and political 
constituency does not appear to have 
diminished. It may have been 


strengthened by the guilty verdict, 
judging from the response on Malay 
social media, which could have ripple 
effects on the 15th General Election. 

A year earlier, when Najib was found 
guilty of all seven charges of abuse of 
power, criminal breach of trust and 
money laundering in relation to RM42 
million belonging to SRC International 
Sdn Bhd by High Court Judge Datuk 
Mohd Nazlan Mohd Ghazali, a blogger, 
Malaysian Maverick blogger 
@maverick_97 pointed out: “What you 
will never understand is Umno's 
penetration into the Malay Heartland. 
Their loyalty is not bought by money, it 
is bought by instilling the belief that 
only Umno can take care of you.” 

The coming election will again see 
the Malay electorate play a key role in 
determining the political future of 
Malaysia. 

An electoral outcome in which 
Umno, the dominant party, and its 
coalition partners secure victory may 
well see Najib receive a pardon freeing 
him from prison. It may also see Najib’s 
return to active politics as the country’s 
most influential and popular political 
leader. 

One indicator of how the wind is 
blowing on the Malay response to 
Najib’s conviction is the lukewarm 
response to the Bersih-initiated 
petition to the Yang di-Pertuan Agong 
Al-Sultan Abdullah Riayatuddin 
Al-Mustafa Billah Shah. 

Noting that some parties are already 
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thinking of applying for a royal pardon, 
the online petition appealed to the 
Agong to deny any appeal for pardon. 
At the time of writing, there were 
120,212 signatories for this petition. 


Umno’s counter petition 

Meanwhile, Umno members have 
been asked for their full support 
behind a counter petition seeking a 
royal pardon for Najib. 


now take 
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of law. Datuk Muhamad Zabidin Mohd Diah - 


as well as Mohd Nazlan and the other 
judges involved in the earlier court 
hearings on Najib’s case. 


Largely forgotten in the outpouring 
of tributes is the equally key role played 
by the prosecution’s team, led by Datuk 
V. Sithambaram, that painstakingly 
put together the serpentine and 
convoluted case of corruption, money 
laundering and bribery. The 
prosecution members may have been 
subject to even greater pressure than 
the judges involved in the highest 
profile corruption case in the nation’s 
history. 

All of them deserve recognition and 
accolades for refusing to give in to the 
threats and pressure exerted on them 
by the courts and other clusters. 

One final caveat - the current crop 
of politically-assisted corruption cases 
represent only the tip of the iceberg of 
high level corrupt practices, which 
goes back at least 50 years and has cost 
the nation hundreds of thousands, if 
not billions of ringgit. 

All members of the judiciary, as 
well as the lawyers in Malaysia’s legal 
service, need to work harder to prove 
that the nation’s judiciary has finally 
stood firm on the rule of law, is 
reasserting its lost independence and 
perhaps, most important of all, has 
begun the long journey to redefine 
once again the critical separation 
needed between the Executive, 
Legislative and Judiciary. 


Lim Teck Ghee’s Another Take is aimed 
at demystifying social orthodoxy. 
Comments: letters@thesundaily.com 
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Impressions of Kuala Lumpur 


TRAFFIC jams, snatch thefts, madmen - 
these cautionary warnings were in my mind 
as | packed my bag for a short trip to Kuala 
Lumpur recently. | went there to attend the 
Malaysian Chapter of the launch of a 
culinary book, They came from Jaffna - A 
Historical Culinary Journey and Enchanting Tale 
of Roots, Routes and Vivid Memoires As Told By 
A Pioneers Granddaughter. It was held at 
Universiti Malaya on March 25, and the 
book was launched by the Sultan of Perak, 
Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah. The Sultan 
delivered an engaging speech, which | was 
told went viral within the community. 

| was last in Kuala Lumpur five years ago, 
and the advice to be careful had been given 
even then. With the hardships inflicted by 
the pandemic, including soaring inflation, | 
expected things to have declined even 
further. 

Imagine my pleasant surprise, therefore, 
when | got to experience many endearing 
qualities in the city instead of its ugliness. 
Obviously, | compared Kuala Lumpur with 
Singapore, and here is my report card. 

There is a natural affability in the people, 
which is palpable in Kuala Lumpur and 
sorely missing in Singapore. Despite the 
traffic jams, declining ringgit value and cost 
of living woes, there is still a niceness about 
the people that is unmistakable. 

| stayed at the ibis Kuala Lumpur City 
Centre (KLCC). It must be a popular hotel for 
local meetings as | saw many local groups. 
They appeared to be attending some 
meeting or other. The women, well attired 
in their baju kurungs, often gathered to 
take a group photograph at the lobby, and 
it was nice to watch the smiles and 
camaraderie among them. 

As a tourist, after a tiring day shopping, | 
was walking back to my hotel when | took a 
wrong turn. | asked for help from a jogger 
who was passing by. As | told him how tired 
| was, he walked some way with me to make 
sure | got the directions right before leaving 
me to walk a short distance to my hotel. He 
was a kind gentleman. 

The staff at the malls were also helpful 
and courteous. They are never so obliging 
in Singapore. The hotel staff also steam 
ironed my clothes | was to wear for the 
evening at my request and without a fuss. 


When | was at a cafe, | complained to a 
waitress that | was having trouble with the 
WiFi, she readily agreed to reboot the 
system. When the problem persisted, she 
helped me to book a Grab car using her 
phone. | could not help but be fascinated by 
her nice demeanour. 

Even the traffic jams were not as bad as | 
had expected, although | did leave early for 
my appointments, just in case. My guide in 
the city tour told me that many roads had 
been converted to one way. 

During my stay, | was not caught in 
gridlocked traffic, perhaps because | 
avoided travelling during peak hours. In this 
regard, Singapore has shown its usual 
foresight by undertaking road expansion 
works. 

| enjoyed the food and the ambience of 
the Chinese open-air restaurant that my 


The iconic 
Petronas Twin 
Towers is 

surrounded 


cousins took me too. The herbal chicken, 
pepper crab, stir-fried beans and fish were 
all delicious. The portions were also 
generous compared with the Singapore 
version. 

The iconic Petronas Twin Towers is right 
in the city centre, and the surrounding 
landscaped space and graceful fountains 
make it appealing and relaxing for people 
who mingle in the area after work or 
joggers. The area is more interactive and 
vibrant than Singapore's iconic boat atop 
Marina Bay Sands, which stands aloof in 
comparison. 

Singapore fared better in taxi service 
compared with Kuala Lumpur due to the 
sheer lawlessness at the cut-throat rates taxi 
drivers quote. It is not compulsory for them 
to use the meter. | am amazed this has not 
been weeded out by the authorities in 
charge because it mars the image of the city 
for the tourist. 

The KLites seemed resigned to the 
matter and generally boycott these taxis 
that are parked outside KLCC and other 
malls, usually in a cooperative group to 
fleece desperate commuters. My friends 
in Kuala Lumpur explained to me that the 

taxis you hail off the streets are better, 
but surely a capital city like Kuala 
Lumpur should have a more 
orderly system. 

Singapore also scores top 
marks for its dazzling airport, 
both in terms of efficiency 
and scale of facilities. To the 
traveller, he must surely be 
impressed at how a tiny island 
state can produce such a 
world class airport. | cannot 
help wonder how Kuala 
Lumpur has lagged so far 
behind in its airport facilities. 
Roads, pavements and 
buildings are also generally 
much better maintained in 
Singapore. 

| left Kuala Lumpur with 
fond memories of the city and 
its people, and wished it well. 


Anne Dcruz 
Singapore 


Resolve issue of labour 
shortage, workers' rights 


THERE has been a great 
hue and cry among 
employers and politicians 
on the shortage of foreign 
labour in Malaysia. The 
country’s gross domestic 
product growth has been 
affected due to the lack of 
Capacity to meet excess 


global demands for 
electrical and electronic 
goods and shortage of 


workers in the palm oil and 
construction industry. 

Even the hospitality 
industry is going through a 
labour crunch for jobs 
such as security guards and 
food and beverage staff, 
resulting in the closure of 
some restaurants. 

The guestion is why has 
the Human Resources 
Ministry not anticipated 
this predicament, given all 
the information it has in 
hand? The ministry should 
be proactive to ensure such 
a magnitude of problem be, 
at least, mitigated. 

One of the issues that 
is troubling to hear is that 
management staff of the 
electrical and electronics 
industry, who should be 
involved in strategising and 
growing the business, are 
on the production floor 
helping operations to 
ensure goods are delivered 
on time. In some hotels, 
human resources personnel 
are doing the jobs of 
security guards. 

While it is good for top 
management to experience 
the reality on the ground, it 
will be counterproductive 
in the long run when skills 
are not utilised towards a 
proper end. 

We also have a shortage 
of skilled workers - those 
who graduated from public 


and private universities lack 
the necessary skills for the 
available jobs in demand. 

We are also caught up 
with issues related to 
forced labour, where the 
demand for foreign 
workforce has made many 
employers and its agents 
bypassing the importance 
of upholding fundamental 
human rights, resulting in 
foreign workers going 
through debt bondage and 
passports being held, with 
freedom of movement 
restricted. 

From the above issues, it 
is clear that we have failed 
to build a strong ecosystem 
of human capital 
development, and ensuring 
fundamental rights that is 
built on social dialogue and 
consensus. 

It is through the respect 
for fundamental rights of 
workers that we will be able 
to attract domestic and 
foreign talents to the 
country. 

It is time we initiate a 
social dialogue with all 
stake holders in the country 
on how to build a holistic 
ecosystem for human 
capital and observe the 
rights of workers. 

On a similar note, the 
Association for Welfare 
Community and Dialog 
urges the Human Resources 
Ministry to engage the 
Trade and Industry Ministry, 
employers, unions, NGOs, 
universities and think-tanks 
on resolving the issue of 
our dysfunctional human 
Capital ecosystem. 


Ronald Benjamin 
Secretary 

Association for Welfare 
Community and Dialogue 


theSUN ON MONDAY | SEPTEMBER 12, 2022 


i i 
| = i | 

= sd /} Ih 
| ias ed MI MP y ay | 


Enhancing accessibility 
to healthcare 


© Bukit Tinggi Medical 
Centre and Klang 
Municipal Council join 
forces in community 
health engagement in 
Pulau Ketam 


EEKING to enhance 

accessibility to healthcare 

among more rural 

communities in Klang, Bukit 
Tinggi Medical Centre (BTMC) 
recently collaborated with Majlis 
Perbandaran Klang (Klang 
Municipal Council) and the Ministry 
of Health in a community health 
engagement activity for the residents 
of Pulau Ketam. 

Close to 2,000 dwellers on the 
remote island attended the half-day 
health camp that was jointly 
organised with community leaders. 

The initiative was officiated by 
Klang Municipal Council Ahli Majlis 
Lee Fu Haw. He said: “Itis an honour 
for us to be here today and meet the 
community. I am happy to see that 
many have turned out to attend this 
activity, and it is good to see that the 
people of Pulau Ketam care for their 
health, which will contribute to the 
overall health of the community at 
large.’ 

Supported by BTMC's team of 
medical practitioners, the activity 
saw participants ranging in age from 
30 to 80 years old receiving free 
health checks that included blood 
glucose, blood pressure, cholesterol 
and body mass index tests to address 
common health concerns. 

Jasmine Lau, Chief Executive 
Officer of Bukit Tinggi Medical 
Centre, said: “Our community 
outreach is very much in line with 
ensuring healthcare is available for 
all segments of society here in Klang. 
We are glad to spend time educating 
people from all walks of life and 
raising their awareness on how to 
better cultivate healthier lifestyles. 

“This is also integral to our 
hospital’s efforts to give back so we 
can contribute towards improving 
the quality of life of all Malaysians.” 


In addition, pharmacists from 
BTMC were also on hand to attend to 
the special needs of the elderly who 
were present, focusing on reviewing 
medications and other health 
matters, while dieticians advised on 
general nutritional needs, especially 
for those suffering from serious 
illnesses and co-morbidity. 

Several talks on heart health and 
urology were also conducted, while 
free consultation was provided by ER 
(Emergency Room) physicians as 
well as physiotherapists. 

According to Chua Kim Lin, Head 
of the Pulau Ketam Community, the 
residents welcome such initiatives 
especially as a 45-minute ferry ride is 


the sole mode of transportation to 
the mainland. 

“Given the limited access, it has 
been a challenge for many residents, 
especially the elderly, to have regular 
sessions with healthcare specialists. 
We are grateful to Majlis 
Perbandaran Klang and BTMC for 
organising this health camp and 
bringing healthcare to us.’ 

BTMC is part of the Ramsay Sime 
Darby Health Care Group. The 
hospital’s initiative falls under 
RSDH’s philosophy of “People caring 
for people” as well as RSD Cares’ 
commitment to sustainability 
includes “Caring for our community” 
as a key pillar. 
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Alibaba Cloud aims to run its centres entirely on clean energy by 2030. 


Alibaba Group cuts carbon 
footprint by 620k tons 


ALIBABA Group has released its 
2022 Environmental, Social and 
Governance (ESG) Report, which 
reveals that the company cut a 
total of 619,944 tons of carbon 
emissions from changing its 
energy mix to include more clean 
energy in the fiscal year ended 
March 31, 2022 (FY2022) as it 
strives to hit its carbon neutrality 
target. 

Over this time period, 21.6% of 
the electricity for Alibaba Cloud, 
Alibaba's digital technology and 
intelligence backbone was from 
clean energy while its data centres 
reached an annual average power 
usage effectiveness (PUE) of 1.247, 
an Asia-leading standard. 

The report states that Alibaba 
was the largest buyer of renewable 
energy among Chinese companies 
according to BloombergNEF 2021 
ranking. In the first half of 2022 
alone, Alibaba purchased more 
than 800 million kWh of clean 
energy, a 150% increase over the 
full year of 2021. 

In FY2022, Alibaba’s logistics 
arm Cainiao applied smart 
algorithms to optimise package 
sizes, cutting the uses of packing 
materials by 15% on average; and 
its logistics warehouses installed 
24.9 MW of solar power capacity, 
accounting for 16,000t of carbon 
dioxide equivalent. 

“Alibaba’s vision is to be a good 
company that will last for 102 
years,’ said Daniel Zhang, 
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of Alibaba Group, in a letter 
in the ESG report. 

“This will require resilience to 
overcome major economic cycles 
and unexpected challenges. Our 
original vision is a testament to this 
long-term thinking, and shows our 
commitment to addressing issues 


faced by our communities and to 
creating value beyond only 
commercial outcomes. 

“For us to last for 102 years in a 
healthy and sustainable fashion, 
we must manage our impact on 
the environment, our relationship 
with society at large, and our long- 
term corporate governance.’ 

The ESG report also highlights 
how as a technology company 
Alibaba aims to help shoulder the 
responsibility to mitigate 
environmental degradation and 
socioeconomic inequality. 

Digitalisation has brought 
unprecedented connectivity and 
collaboration, extending the 
benefits of global trade and 
economic development to more 
and more regions of the world. 

Alibaba intends to bring to bear 
the full force of digital innovation, 
while also ensuring that every 
person and community that it 
serves can fully enjoy its benefits. 

The company is committed to 
focusing on seven ESG strategic 
dimensions, those being restoring 
the green planet, supporting its 
people, enabling a sustainable 
digital life, fuelling small 
businesses, enhancing community 


inclusion and resilience, 
facilitating participatory 
philanthropy and building trust. 


Alibaba’s 2022 ESG report is its 
first progress update since it 
announced its pledge to achieve 
Scope 1 and 2 carbon neutrality 
and 50% carbon intensity 
reduction for Scope 3 by 2030, in its 
Carbon Neutrality Action Report 
published last December. 

The company also added a new 
Scope 3+ dimension to its targets 
to facilitate an additional 1.5 
gigatons of decarbonisation across 
the Alibaba Ecosystem by 2035. 
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BURSA MALAYSIA TRADE STATISTICS - 9/9/2022 
Participation Bought | Sold 
RM m 


165.3 
444.9 
214.0 


Yo RM m 


50.7 
29.1 
20.2 


739.9 
418.4 
325.9 


Institutions 
Retail 


Foreign 


Net 
RM m 


-25.4 
-26.5 
51.9 


100.0 1484.2 | 1484.2 


0 


Preliminary stats (excluding trade amendments). For final data, please refer to www.bursamalaysia.com 


Source: Bursa Malaysia 


KL MARKET SUMMARY 


September 9, Z022 


INDICES 

FBMEMAS 

FBMKLCI 

CONSUMER PRODUCTS 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 
CONSTRUCTION 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 
ENERGY 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
HEALTH CARE 
TRANSPORTATION 
PROPERTY 
PLANTATION 

FBMSHA 

FBMACE 

TECHNOLOGY 


10,628.20 
1,496.53 
574.39 
185.60 
157.60 
16,817.10 
707.16 
592.86 
1,554.98 
822.54 
654.46 
6,993.97 
10,693.40 
4,858.48 
63.57 


TURNOVER 
2.358 BIL 


VALUE 


CHANGE 


+14.31 
+1.80 
-0.28 
+0.27 
-0.22 
48212 
+0.66 
+3.11 
-3.00 
+4.85 

+0.89 

-29.20 

-10.80 
+56.38 

+0.53 


RM1.484 BIL 


5 MOST ACTIVES 


September 9, 


VOL CLSG (sen) 
332,591,300 3.5 
73,453,300 
53,017,900 
42,958,300 
39,952,400 


202e 


+/- (sen) 


-1.0 
+5.5 
+11.0 

-0.5 
+2.5 


5 TOP GAINERS 


September 9, 


STOCK VOL CLSG (RM) 
DINO45801028 100 102.50 
FANG-2XL 400 6.92 
F&N 16,400 22.50 
KOTRA 17,600 4.20 

Ml 29,943,300 1.32 


2022 


+/- RM 
+0.50 
+0.35 
+0.24 
+0.20 
+0.19 


5 TOP LOSERS 


September 9, 


VOL CLSG (RM) 
44,400 131.90 
100,600 21.58 
1,213,000 0.745 
51,600 22.90 
3,000 1.30 


EXCHANGE RATES 
Foreign currency Bank sell Bank buy 
TT/OD TT 
1US DOLLAR 45620 4.4290 
1 AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR 3.110 2.9880 
1 BRUNEI DOLLAR 3.2510 3.1570 
1 CANADIAN DOLLAR 3.4890 33960 
1EURO 45840 4.4360 
1NEW ZEALAND DOLLAR 27850 2.6850 
1SINGAPORE DOLLAR 3.2510 3.1570 
1STERLING POUND 52710 51050 
1SWISS FRANC 4.7010 4.5930 
100 UAE DIRHAI 125.6700 119.2000 
100 BANGLADESH TAKA 4.8820 45830 
100 CHINESE RENMINBI 65,7000 63.2000 
100 HONGKONG DOLLAR 58.7500 55.8400 
100 INDIAN RUPEE 58200 5.4700 
100 INDONESIAN RUPIAH 0.0317 0.0287 
100 JAPANESE YEN 3.1790 3.0790 
100 NEWTAIWAN DOLLAR /A N/A 
100 PAKISTAN RUPEE 2.0800 1.9500 
100 PHILIPPINE PESO 81100 7.6400 
100 QATAR RIYAL 125.3500 119.0000 
100 SAUDI RIYAL 1227600 116.5400 
100 THAI BAHT 13.1100 11.6300 


Source: Malayan Banking Berhad/Bernama 


2022 


+/- RM 
-1.00 
-0.30 
-0.23 
-0.20 
-0.20 


Bank buy 
oD 
4.4190 
2.9720 
31490 
3.3840 
4.4160 
2.6690 
3.1490 
5.0850 
45780 
119.0000 
43830 
N/A 
55.6400 
5.2700 
0.0237 
3.0690 
N/A 
1.7500 
74400 
118.8000 
116.3400 
11.2300 


STI HANG SENG 
3,262.95 19,362.25 
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Volar lays groundwor 
for green air taxi service 


0 First electric aircraft 
ride-hailing venture in 
Malaysia targeted to 

take off within a year or two 


IM BY GLORIA HARRY BEATTY 


sunbiz@thesundaily.com 


KUALA LUMPUR: Green aviation 
technology company Volar Air Mobility Ltd, 
which inked the biggest memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) at the Selangor Show 
Aviation Show 2022 (SAS) worth US$150 
million (RM675.12 million), aims to 
introduce a green air taxi service in Malaysia 
within two years. 

Volar founder and executive chairman 
Henry Hooi Hing Lee (pix), a Malaysian, 
said the green air taxi project is driven by its 
environmental, social, and governance 
initiatives to reduce aviation carbon 
emissions, to promote aviation training as 
well as entrepreneurship to locals. It is in 
talks with partners on the project and will 
submit its proposal to the Malaysian 
government once finalised. 

“Subject to regulatory approvals, we 
hope to be able to establish our green air 
taxi business within 12-24 months,” Hooi 
told SunBiz. 

Hong Kong-based Volar has three 
objectives: to fly the first commercially 
approved electric multi-seater aircraft in the 
world and potentially bring it to Malaysia; 
for a Malaysian to pioneer a green air taxi 
service in Malaysia; and to provide aviation 
training by partnering with Polytechnic 
University of Hong Kong. 

Volar seeks to bring the RX4E, an electric 
short take-off and landing (eSTOL) aircraft 
to Malaysia. Volar is the exclusive 
distributor of the aircraft globally except in 
select territories. Developed by Liaoning 
General Aviation Academy, the small 
aircraft is able to fit four people and has a 
maximum speed of 260km/h with an 
endurance of 90 minutes and a range of 
300km. 

“The RX4E is pending type certification 
approval from the Civil Aviation 
Administration of China and we anticipate 
this will be obtained sometime next year. 
The approval is required to allow the plane 
to be flown for commercial purposes. 

“My team and I studied the plane, and 
decided that we would like to build the first 
fossil fuel free green air taxi operation, 
leveraging off this aircraft, as a start. So the 
idea is to build a ride-hailing platform,” said 
Hooi. 

Volar will collaborate with car ride- 
hailing platforms to create a seamless 
customer experience, where the customer 
can hail a taxi or car ride to the local airport 
and from there, fly on Volar to the 
destination airport. From the airport, 
customers can go to their desired 
destination point by hailing another car or 
taxi. Thus, availing a seamless private air 
and land mobility option for consumers, 
which is all done on the phone. 

The company believes there will be 
many electric aircraft in the future and will 
set up a platform that enables it to bring in 


Volar seeks to bring the RX4E, an electric short take-off and landing aircraft to Malaysia. 


new aircraft as they come on stream. Its 
platform will be a green aircraft agnostic 
ride-hailing platform, likening it to Uber or 
Grab e-hailing services, in which customers 
can choose from a variety of aircraft and 
book their air taxi at their convenience. 


Volar also hopes to promote 
entrepreneurship by enabling potential 
pilots on their platform to run their own air 
taxi service, whereby it will supply the 
aircraft. It plans to provide an additional 
career option and source of income to 
youths in terms of aviation which is not 
currently available in Malaysia. 

Hooi said its journey towards green 
aviation started at the start of the pandemic 
in 2020, while looking for investment 
opportunities in private aviation, it found 
that most of the private aviation solutions 
were not environmentally friendly, and Hooi 
decided to look into a greener solution. 

There was a lot of interest in the electric 
aviation sector and he came across an 
electric vertical take-off and landing 
(eVTOL) aircraft but found that it had issues 
in terms of losing propulsion as it went up, 
short flying distance of about 30-50km or 
only within a city, its hefty price tag of about 
US$2.5 million each as well as its flight rules 
for inner city mobility which were not 
clearly established. 

“After that research, we decided that we 
will focus on eSTOL. These are 
traditional planes with electrical 
batteries and electric engine and need 
a short runway, 260m, and they fly 
within existing rules and are a lot more 
economical than eVTOL and, more 


importantly, the use cases extend to 
intercity mobility (such as routes of) 
Langkawi-Penang, KL-Ipoh or island- 
hopping. (Even) places where the road 
infrastructures are very poor, particular 
places like Sabah and Sarawak. 

“We will initially focus on eSTOL 
(intercity mobility) and, over time, will 
induct eVTOL (inner city mobility) as the 
technology matures and the flight rules for 
inner city mobility are clearly established 
and accepted,’ Hooi said. 

By introducing a green air commuting 
platform, Malaysia will be able to participate 
in the global air taxi market estimated to be 
valued at US$1.5 trillion by 2040 while 
raising awareness of carbon emissions. 

“We have a partnership with Polytechnic 
University of Hong Kong - they are QS 
ranked 66 in the world - to set up a flight 
training academy, to train aspiring pilots 
and to offer them university education, and 
the pilots will be trained to fly conventional 
planes and electric planes. 

“We are going to use electric planes to 
bring the cost of training down. At the 
moment, pilots have to fly conventional 
planes which is very expensive, we want to 
use electric planes to train them,” he 
explained. 

Hooi believes the outlook for the 
aviation industry is strong as it recovers 
from the Covid-19 pandemic. 

“The real game changer is by making 
available green aviation, given the reset. 
Having green aviation come in now is 
arguably, the best time to leapfrog 
technology and to address environmental 
issues,” he opined. 

On Thursday, Volar signed an MoU at 
the SAS to partner with Selangor Aviation & 
Technology Innovation (Selati) to promote 
green aviation in Malaysia. The MoU entails 
potential aircraft manufacturing; 
maintenance, repair and overhaul; air taxi 
service training; as well as research and 
development for a five-year period. As a 
joint undertaking, Volar and Selati will 
establish the Institute for the Development 
of Electric Aviation Malaysia, a think tank to 
promote and support the development of 
green aviation. 

Earlier this year, AirAsia Aviation Group 
Ltd, the holding company for Capital A’s 
airline group, signed a non-binding 

MoU with Avolon, an international 

aircraft leasing company, to lease 
VX4 eVTOL aircraft to explore the 
development of air taxi infrastructure 
in Malaysia. 
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HE current economic turmoil 

in the world is giving rise to 

constant fluctuations in 

foreign currencies, and the 
ringgit is no exception. The ringgit has 
weakened substantially against the 
US dollar and the Singapore dollar, 
but it has also strengthened against 
certain currencies. Businesses have to 
deal with fluctuations that can either 
lead to a gain or a loss, increasing or 
decreasing their cost of doing 
business. 

The tax treatment of foreign 
exchange (forex) differences does not 
follow the accounting treatment 
although it can be referred to for 
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Tax treatment of foreign 
ge differences 


exchan 


accounting periods, the forex 
differences at the year-end 
translation will not be taxable since 
they are not realised. 
Businesses that have significant 
foreign transactions and whose 


guidance. The tax rules MAT r inputs and outputs are all in 
applied here strictly follow wh Lp foreign currency, such 
the provisions under the S S* businesses will maintain 


Income Tax Act 1967. The 
underlying principle of 
the taxation of forex gains 
is premised on whether 
the underlying 
transactions are trade or 
non-trade, revenue or capital, 
realised or non-realised. 
Bearing in mind that Malaysia 
does not tax capital gains, there is a 
tendency for taxpayers to classify 
forex gains as capital and taking a 
deduction on the forex losses under a 
revenue classification as part of tax 
planning to reduce taxes. 


Complications 

Generally, businesses face forex 
losses on purchases and sales of 
goods and services, borrowing of 
monies, and translation of foreign 
operations such as subsidiaries, 
branches, associates, joint ventures. 

Transactions of purchases and 
sales of goods and services happen in 
the course of carrying on a business, 
and the differences arise between the 
date the transaction is booked into 
the accounts and the date the 
payment is made. 

Normally these transactions, 
being of a trade nature, would be 
brought to tax. If the booking date and 
the settlement date are in different 


their books of accounts 
in a foreign currency and 
will maintain foreign 
currency accounts. 
The Malaysian tax law 
requires such companies to 
file their tax returns in the 
Malaysian currency. Throughout the 
financial period, the trading 
transactions conducted in the 
respective foreign currency provide a 
natural hedge and therefore do not 
give rise to any forex gain or less since 
there is no conversion of the currency 
into ringgit. 

When businesses purchase fixed 
assets from overseas, the exchange 
difference should be adjusted to 
determine the amounts eligible for 
capital allowance. However, if the 
exchange difference arises in the 
subsequent year because the 
payment for the asset is purchased 
after the year-end, the capital 
allowance has to be revised in the 
following year. 

Although in practice the Inland 
Revenue Board (IRB) allows a revision 
of the claim in the following year, there 
is a gap in the tax law and, technically, 
there is no provision to make these 
adjustments. It is incorrect to use an 
error or mistake claim or to revise the 
tax liability downwards. 


The underlying principle of the taxation of forex gains is premised on whether the underlying transactions are trade or non- 
trade, revenue or capital, realised or non-realised. - BERNAMAPIX 


Raising finance in foreign 
currency is another issue. To 
determine whether the forex 


Permanent working capital is the 


minimum level of assets to be 


differences arising from foreign 
currency borrowings will be taxable 
or not will largely depend on the 
underlying nature of the transaction. 
If the borrowings relate to providing 
capital to the business or providing 
permanent working capital to the 
business, the forex differences will 
not be taxable. 


maintained at all times by an entity to 
ensure a minimum level of 
uninterrupted business operations. 

The timing of the taxation of forex 
differences is at the time the gain or 
loss is realised. 


Be careful 
Taxpayers should analyse the forex 
differences carefully. Otherwise, you 


could be challenged by the IRB that 
your forex losses may not be 
deductible, and the forex gains 
should be brought to tax. 

It is also important to understand 
the timing of the taxation of the forex 
differences. 


This article is contributed by 
Thannees Tax Consulting Services 
Sdn Bhd managing director 

SM Thanneermalai. 


There's trust in bancassurance — 
onus is on banks to build on this 


A SURVEY commissioned by 
insurance ecosystem builder 
Fermion found that Southeast Asian 
consumers trust banks to sell 
insurance, but only a third of those 
who trust are willing to purchase. 

Fermion has found that although 
trust in bancassurance products is 
high in Singapore, Malaysia, and 
Indonesia, the onus is now on banks 
to maximise this potential as almost 
all (97%) of respondents to a survey 
commissioned by Fermion stated 
that they are willing to purchase some 
sort of insurance via online banking. 
The survey discovered that, already, a 
third of Indonesians, and 12-13% of 
Malaysians and Singaporeans are 
stating a preference to purchase 
insurance from a bank. 

To determine the sentiment of 
consumers towards bancassurance, 
Fermion commissioned a survey in 
April 2022 with a sample size of 1,200 
people in Singapore, Malaysia, and 
Indonesia. 

Largely, Malaysians still buy 
insurance from insurance agents and 
insurer: 32% of the respondents said 
they prefer to purchase insurance 
from insurance agents; and 27% 
stated specifically that they favoured 
buying insurance from insurers. 

Respondents from all three 
countries claimed the quality of the 
online claims experience and price 
were the clear determinants in the 
decision to purchase. For those who 
did make a purchase through a bank, 
roughly a quarter of them cited 


convenience as the reason to do so, 
ahead of a fifth of the respondents, 
who stated they bought from their 
bank because pricing was attractive. 


Banks should provide more 
information at the point of purchase. 
A large reason cited as to why the 
respondents did not purchase 
bancassurance products is that they 
wanted to better understand what's 
on offer, but couldn’t find the 
information on their own. 

Malaysians and Singaporeans said 
that they would most like to have easy 
access to a trusted financial adviser 
through the bank. In parallel, 
Indonesians asked for a guided step- 
by-step online process. 

The challenge for banks will be to 
build trust with a human element to 
the digital purchase experience. 


Reimagine bancassurance with 
customer's goals in mind 

To sell more bancassurance products, 
banks need to put customer 
expectations and needs front and 
centre. 

In the future, bancassurance could 
evolve to become a platform for 
customers to purchase life and non- 
life insurance protection, as well as 
gain access to comprehensive 
financial support such as savings, 
investments and loans, which will 
help them achieve their life goals. 


This article is contributed by 
Fermion Group CEO Peter Miller. 
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THE Hong Kong market drew 
investors’ attention last week as 
turnover for Hang Seng Index (HSI) 
warrants and Hong Kong stock 
warrants increased by 12.4% and 
204.2% respectively from the 
previous week. Overall turnover 
rose 4.5% week-on-week (w-o-w) to 
RM205.5 million, overperforming 
the 0.4% decline in the broader 
Malaysian market. 

HSI September 2022 futures fell 
for the ninth consecutive day on 
Thursday as China continued its 
extended lockdowns and as 
markets awaited a speech by US 
Federal Reserve chairman Jerome 
Powell later that day. During this 
decline, investors largely 
accumulated calls over the HSI, that 
is they net bought 75.7 million units 
across 14 HSI call warrants during 
the week, namely 25.9 million units 
in HSI-CJN and 22.7 million units in 
HSI-CJH, resulting in the call 
warrant HSI-CJH being added to 
the sold-out list. 

The rebound came in the form 
of a 2.7% rally on Friday as Powell 
said he vowed to raise interest rates 
to tackle inflation “until the job is 
done” Call warrants tracked the 
underlying’s movements, meaning 
HSI call warrants surged 
accordingly. Investors net sold 92.5 
million units across 18 HSI call 
warrants - 22.6 million units in HSI- 
CJN, 19.8 million units in HSI-CJC 


Hang Seng puts, MyEG, Hengyuan 
and DRB-Hicom attract interest 


Top stock warrants by value traded: 


Value Issuer 
(RM' mil) 
32.6 
16.2 
158 
15.7 
15.5 


Warrant 
name 


HSI-CJN 
HSI-CJH 
HSI-CJC 
HSI-HEN 
HSI-HEM 


and 19.2 million units in HSI-CJH as 
these warrants rose 31%, 58.8% and 
50%, respectively. HSI-CJH has 
been removed from the sold-out 
list. 

On the local market, FBM KLCI 
put warrants once again drew 
attention, with FBMKLCI-HGR and 
FBMKLCI-HGK gaining some 
traction as the FBM KLCI 
September 2022 futures rose 0.9% 
W-O-W. 

Among the stock warrants, 
interest was focused on MY EG 
Services, Hengyuan Refining 
Company and DRB-Hicom. 
MyEG’s share price rose 4.4% w-o- 
w to 83.5 sen, resulting in call 
warrants MYEG-C3M, MYEG-C3J 
and MYEG-C3N gaining some 
focus last week. 

Investors should take note that 
there is no market making for 
warrants over the Hong Kong 
shares and indices today due to the 
closure of the Hong Kong market in 


Macquarie 
Macquarie 
Macquarie 
Macquarie 
Macquarie 


Exercise 
level 


21,200.00 
21,800.00 
20,200.00 
20,000.00 
18,000.00 


Expiry date 


29/11/2022 
28/10/2022 
29/09/2022 
28/10/2022 
28/10/2022 


conjunction with the day following 
the Mid-Autumn Festival. Market 
making for these warrants will 
resume on tomorrow. Further, the 
local market will be shut on Friday 
in conjunction with Malaysia Day. 


To view the full list of structured 


warrants available on Bursa 

Malaysia, visit 

malaysiawarrants.com.my. 
Provided for Malaysian 


residents’ information only. This 
commentary has not been reviewed 
by the Securities Commission 
Malaysia. It is not an offer or 
recommendation to trade and is not 
research material. Past performance 
is not indicative of future 
performance. You should make 
your own assessment and seek 
professional advice. 


The warrants will not be offered 
to any US persons. 
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Five SME insurance 
myths debunked 


BUSINESS insurance, especially for small medium 
enterprises (SME) is one that has often been 
misjudged time and again. Unlike personal insurance, 
business insurance may seem a little confusing and 
challenging to business owners who have little to no 
understanding about it. Most business owners choose 
to opt-out of having business insurance because they 
do not see it as a necessity. However, business 
insurance is crucial to protect businesses from 
unforeseen circumstances. 

Top five common myths about business insurance: 


Myth 1 - Insurance not a necessity for small businesses 
This is a dangerous assumption to make because no 
business is too small or too big for insurance coverage. 
When it comes to risks like fire, theft or flood, these 
perils do not choose their victims based on size. A fire 
is fully capable of destroying everything you have 
worked for. This is why it is even more crucial for 
smaller businesses to get sufficient insurance coverage 
because they cannot afford to have their invested 
savings all wiped out by a fire. 


Myth 2 - Home insurance covers home-based businesses 
Insurers do not consider home and business insurance 
under the same category, even though your business is 
home-based. They are two separate entities and 
should be treated as such. For example, if a flood or fire 
damages business assets or equipment, general home 
insurance will void the claim because those items are 
not insured under the home insurance. 

With a separate business insurance, it will 
specifically protect your assets, equipment and any 
other losses related to your business. 


Myth 3 - Business insurance will burn holes in pockets 
This is not true as business insurance can actually be 
really affordable. Business insurance comes in many 
different options and prices that can normally be 
catered to suit your business. It is actually a small price 
to pay in return for safeguarding a business that was 
literally built with your blood, sweat and tears. 


Myth 4 - Having legal protection for businesses a waste 
You must be thinking, “why would I need legal 
protection for my business if the chances of getting into 
legal trouble or being sued is very slim” The truth is, 
when dealing with people, conflicts and disputes are 
bound to happen and when they blow up, chances are 
legal action might be taken. Legal protection is needed 
as this gives business owners an added protection 
against financial losses from any potential lawsuits. 


Myth 5 - A company of one worker can forgo 
business insurance 

Be it one, five or 50 workers in a company, business 
insurance is still necessary even if it is just for a party of 
one and it does a lot more than just disburse claims 
when an unfortunate incident happens. It will also give 
bigger companies a sense of confidence and reliability 
when going into a partnership or business deal. 


This article is contributed by Liberty Insurance. 
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Japanese companies eye 
Malaysian halal market 


5 They're aiming to make greater inroads in supply and 
production of food products and ingredients, says Jetro 


KUALA LUMPUR: Japanese companies 
are targeting to make further inroads in 
Malaysia’s halal market for Japanese food 
products and explore opportunities in the 
production of Japanese food and 
ingredients. 

Japan External Trade Organisation 
Uetro) Kuala Lumpur project coordinator 
Lim Yen Yi said Japanese companies are 
looking at business opportunities to enter 
the Muslim market, including exporting 
from Japan, manufacturing or original 
equipment manufacturers for the supply of 
halal-certified Japanese brand products in 
Malaysia. 

“The 18th Malaysia International Halal 
Showcase 2022 (Mihas) has generated a 
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huge amount of interest for Japanese halal- 
certified food products with many buyers 
looking for Japanese food and ingredients,” 
she told Bernama in an interview. 

Lim said there is even more interest 
shown this year compared with the 
previous Mihas in 2019 which Jetro 
participated before the pandemic. “Jetro 
did not participate in Mihas 2021 as it was 
held in a hybrid virtual format and in 2020 
as the trade show was cancelled” 

Lim said that according to some food 
importers and distributors in Malaysia, 
market demand for Japanese food is 
increasing although the main target 
consumers of Japanese food products are 
wealthy Chinese Malaysians. 
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Jetro Kuala Lumpur deputy managing director Manabu Saito 


(left) and Lim at the Jetro booth to 


promote Japanese halal-certified food products and ingredients at the 18th Malaysia 
International Halal Showcase 2022, recently. - BERNAMAPIX 


She said it is essential to target the 
middle-class market, mainly made up of 
Malay consumers accounting for about 
70% of the population of Malaysia, to 
expand the market for Japanese food 
products. 

“Malaysian halal industry players are 
also those looking for investment from 
Japan for collaboration in research and 
development and production facilities. 

“We support the entry of Japanese halal 
food products into Malaysia and the global 
Muslim market, through introducing the 
products, offering food samples tasting and 
conducting online business matching,” she 
added. 

Lim said Jetro has observed resurgent 
demand for raw ingredients for Japanese 
fine dining as Malaysia entered the 
transitioned to endemic phase from April 1 
with restaurants allowed to operate 
without restrictions on hours 

“Existing and new potential buyers, 
mainly importers/distributors and 
manufacturers, are interested in the 
renowned Japanese brands such as the 
Imuraya Start-up Planning’s Halal Dashi 
seasoning sauce and Kyoeiseicha’s matcha 
powder for supplying to restaurants as well 
as for making products like noodles, 
biscuits, drinks, etc.” 

Lim said buyers are showing interest in 
the popular Ueman Ryoshoku Seifunsho's 
Wa-Panko brand of gluten-free, additive- 
free rice flour with usage like normal bread 
crumb but with the benefit of the reduction 
in oil absorption and making fried food 
more crispy as well as Yokoi Vinegar 
Brewing's Nikiri, a sweet rice wine type of 
seasoning which is not made with Japanese 
sake but thick vinegar. 

“All these products are halal-certified,” 
she adde. 

Buyers are also looking for Japanese 
halal snacks and confectionery for 
supplying to retail stores, convenience 
marts and e-commerce sellers, and halal 
seasoning for supplying to restaurants. 

Jetro participated in the four-day 
exhibition at Mihas, the world’s largest 
halal trade event, from Sept 7, 2022, 
showcasing 24 halal-certified food 
products from eight Japanese companies, 
including confectionery, healthy food, 
seasoning for professional use and so on 
which are sought-after in the Malaysia food 
market. - Bernama 


Selangor Aviation Show 2022 surpasses target of RM1 billion business deals 


IN BY GLORIA HARRY BEATTY 


From left: Raja 


sunbiz@thesundaily.com 


SUBANG: The Selangor Aviation 
Show 2022 (SAS2022) has surpassed 
its target of generating RM1 billion in 
business deals with 24 
memorandums of understanding 
(MoU) signed at the event spanning 
areas such as services, manufacturing 
and electric aircraft. 

The event saw RM1.7 billion in 
business deals as at llam on 
Saturday, exceeding the RM100 
million in its inaugural event last year. 

The positive response was driven 
by the reopening of the country’s 
borders and increased industry and 
public interest, according to Selangor 
state executive councillor for industry 
and trade, Datuk Teng Chang Khim. 

Teng is optimistic for the industry 
as SAS is the only aviation show 
catering to business aviation and 
general aviation in the Asean region, 
and Malaysia is only the second 
country aside from China to host 
such event in the Asia-Pacific. 

“We are really optimistic (because) 


we give special attention to business y 


aviation and general aviation, and we 
have the first mover advantage in 
developing (these two), he added. 

Teng said the aviation industry is 
one of the high-impact industries that 
the state has identified, which would 
generate multiple benefits for the 
state’s economic growth in the next 
decade. 

“Although the industry has been 
hit the hardest since 2020, we are now 
beginning to see the aviation industry 
thriving - with domestic and global 
flights picking up. SAS focused 
mainly on the business and general 
aviation community in and out of 
Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport or 
Subang Airport. Subang is a natural 
site to host this event, where some 
hangars and apron space are being 
deployed for exhibitions and other 
parallel activities including static 
aircraft displays,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Finance Minister 
Tengku Datuk Seri Zafrul Abdul Aziz 
was encouraged to see how high 
demand air travel and the aerospace 
supply chain is supporting the 
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industry in returning 
pandemic growth. 

He added that the federal 
government including the Finance 
Ministry has invested in strategic 
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sectors, such as the aerospace and 
aviation industry, which is deemed in 
12th Malaysia Plan to be one of the 
key drivers to propel Malaysia's 
economic growth. 
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Muda Selangor 
Tengku Amir 
Shah Sultan 
Sharafuddin Idris 
Shah, Selangor 
Mentri Besar 
Datuk Sri 
Amirudin Shari, 
Tengku Zafrul, 
Teng and Invest 
Selangor CEO 
Datuk Hasan 
Azhari Idris at 
SAS2022 on 
Thursday. — 
AMIRUL 

~ SYAFIQ/THESUN 


The event, which is dubbed “the 
one and only business aviation show 
in the region’, was hosted by the 
Selangor state government and 
organised by Invest Selangor. 
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The yen has recently fallen to 24-year lows against the dollar. - AFPpix 


‘Govt must act against 
excessive yen swings’ 


TOKYO: Japan’s government must 
take steps as needed against 
excessive declines in the yen, 
deputy chief cabinet secretary Seiji 
Kihara said yesterday, repeating 
authorities’ warnings about the 
currency’s slide to 24-year lows. 

“As for excessive, one-sided 
currency moves, we will closely 
watch developments and must 
take steps as needed,” Kihara told a 
television programme, when asked 
about the yen’s recent falls. 

The yen has recently fallen to 
24-year lows against the dollar, as 
investors focus on the widening 
divergence between the US 
Federal Reserve’s aggressive 
interest rate increases and the 
Bank of Japan’s (BOJ) pledge to 
maintain ultra-low rates. 

“I won’t comment on monetary 


® Deputy chief cabinet secretary says it will 
monitor developments closely and take steps 


as needed 


and interest-rate policy, as they fall 
under the jurisdiction of the BOJ,” 
Kihara said. 

Kihara also said the 
government will consider “in the 
not so distant future” steps to 
further open Japan’s borders to 
overseas visitors, such as by 
scrapping a cap on the daily 
number of entrants. 

“A weak yen is most effective in 
attracting inbound tourism,” 
Kihara said, adding that further 
steps must be taken to draw in 


more foreign tourists into the 
country. 

Japan eased border controls 
from Sept 7 by raising the ceiling 
for daily entrants to 50,000 and 
freeing entry for travellers on 
package tours without the need for 
guides. 

Analysts say scrapping the 
ceiling and allowing more 
travellers would be crucial to 
attract foreign money into Japan 
and revive its fragile economy. - 
Reuters 


Disney CEO rejects call for ESPN spin-off: FT 


BENGALURU: Walt Disney Co chief 
executive Bob Chapek has rejected 
billionaire activist investor Daniel 
Loebs call to sell or spin off the ESPN 
sports television network, the 
Financial Times reported. 

Loeb, who runs Third Point, in 
August disclosed a stake of roughly 
USS1 billion (RM4.5 billion) in 
Disney and announced plans to 
push the company to make a string 
of changes, from spinning off ESPN 


to buying back shares and adding 
board members. 

Disney had been “deluged” with 
interest from companies seeking to 
buy ESPN earlier this year amid 
rumours that the company was 
weighing a sale of the cable 
network, Chapek told the FT. 

“If everyone wants to come in 
and buy it or spin it with us, | think 
that says something about its 
potential,’ the FT quoted Chapek as 


saying. “I think its potential is within 
the Disney company.’ 

“We have a plan for it that will 
restore ESPN to its growth trajectory.” 

On Loeb's plan to push Disney to 
add new board members, Chapek 
defended the board, saying it had a 
broad “range of skillsets” and that 
the average tenure on it was four 
years. 

Third Point owns roughly 0.4% of 
Disney. — Reuters 


Ethereum blockchain set 
for ‘monumental’ overhaul 


PARIS: An army of computer 
programmers scattered across the 
globe is set to attempt one of the 
biggest software upgrades the crypto 
sector has ever seen this week to 
reduce its environmentally 
unfriendly energy consumption. 

Developers have spent years 
working on a more energy-efficient 
version of the ethereum blockchain, 
a digital ledger that underpins a 
multibillion dollar ecosystem of 
cryptocurrencies, digital tokens 
(NFT), games and apps. 

Ethereum - the second most 
important blockchain after bitcoin - 
burns through more power each 
year than New Zealand. 

Experts say the changeover, 
expected to take place between 
tomorrow and Thursday, would 
slash energy consumption by more 
than 99%. 

Enthusiasts hope a_ greener 
ethereum will spur wider adoption, 
particularly as a way of enabling 
banks to automate transactions and 


other processes. 
But so far the technology has 
been used largely to create 


speculative financial products. 

ING bank said in a recent note 
that the switchover might help 
ethereum gain acceptability among 
policymakers and regulators. 

“This in turn may provide a boost 
to traditional financial institutions’ 
willingness to develop ethereum- 
based services,’ the bank said. 

The switchover, dubbed “the 
merge’, will change the way 
transactions are logged. 

At the moment, so-called crypto 
miners use energy-guzzling rigs of 
computers to solve puzzles that 
reward them with new coins - a 
system known as “proof of work’: 

The new system will get rid of 
those miners and their computer 
stacks overnight. 

Instead, “validators” will have to 
put up 32 ether (worth RM247,500) - 
ethereum’s cryptocurrency - to 
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participate in the new “proof of 
stake” system where they earn 
rewards for their work. 

But the merge process will be 
risky. 

Blockchain company Consensys 
caled it a “monumental 
technological milestone” and the 
biggest update to Ethereum since it 
was launched in 2015. 

Critics have questioned whether 
such an upgrade will pass off 
without incident, given the sector's 
history of instability. 

Ethereum went offline in May for 
three hours when a new NFT project 
sparked a surge in buyers that 
overwhelmed the network. 

Several exchanges and crypto 
companies said they would halt 
transactions during the merge 
process. 

The upgrade also faces a possible 
rebellion from crypto mining 
companies whose business will be 
severely damaged. 

They can try to hijack the process 
or create a “fork, basically a smaller 
blockchain that would continue 
with the old mechanism. 

And even if the “merge” is 
successful, ethereum will still face 
major hurdles before it can be more 
widely adopted. 

For example, it is expensive to 
use and the update will not reduce 
fees. 

And the wider crypto sector is 
beset by wildly fluctuating prices, 
security flaws and an array of scams. 

Crypto lawyer Charles Kerrigan 
from the firm CMS told AFP that 
ethereum was “decentralised and 
complicated” and had not yet been 
tested enough for governments and 
banks to get onboard. 

“There have been guestions 
about how easily it could deal with 
upgrades of the type that traditional 
software vendors provide to 
customers,” he said. 

“A successful merge will answer 
those questions.’ - AFP 
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A physical imitation of a ethereum cryptocurrency. Developers have spent years 
working on a more energy-efficient version of the Ethereum blockchain. — AFPPIX 


How businesses win by investing in green technology 


THE events of the past two years have 
prompted a renewed focus on 
environmental, social, and 
governance (ESG) issues, including a 
marked shift in what consumers value 
in the companies and products they 
purchase from. 

Aside from growth, profitability, 
company culture and corporate 
governance, what defines a 
successful company today includes a 
company’s attitude towards the 
environment and sustainability. 

The demand for positive ESG 
practices is stronger than ever among 
regulators, investors, and businesses, 
where its prioritisation is not only 
perceived as a risk mitigation 
measure, but also as an opportunity 
to tap into the multi-trillion-dollar 
green economy. 


The Malaysian government has 
initiated several measures towards 
accelerating sustainable 
development goals. Malaysia has 
articulated its vision to become a 
carbon neutral nation by 2050. In 
addition, the government is 
incentivising sustainability actions 
through taxes and grants to support 
businesses to pivot their business 
model and build resilience. These 
commitments will inevitably disrupt 
business models, business operations 
and, ultimately, the entire economy. 

The pressure is on for companies 
to adapt sustainability into the 
different facets of their business. 
Companies are now more conscious 
of keeping their carbon footprints 
down through sustainable sourcing 
and emission reduction within their 


supply chain, opting for greener, 
more efficient technology developed 


with impact, longevity, and 
profitability in mind. 
While investing in greener 


technology comes with a cost, 
business leaders are realising that 
doing so is not just about corporate 
responsibility but an overall long- 
term business strategy. First, 
sustainable business practices drive 
brand loyalty from consumers. 
Second, businesses are finding that 
they can find a win-win solution by 
employing sustainable solutions for 
higher savings, better productivity, 
and lower costs, making them 
profitability resilient especially during 
times of crisis. 

Smart investments into secure and 
robust IT eguipment that reduces 


waste will not only save time and 
money in the long run but can 
improve sustainability credentials and 
create a better and more robust 
reputation for businesses that want to 
be greener. 

Many companies spend millions 
on energy every year. This is not just 
costly, but also represents an often 
overlooked opportunity to reduce 
risk, increase resilience, and add value 
across the board. As environmental 
concerns grow more urgent and new 
technologies emerge, companies 
must respond to these shifts with a 
robust energy strategy. 

Besides looking into enterprise 
technology trends such as cloud, the 
Internet of Things and artificial 
intelligence to save energy, business 
can start looking into one of the most 


obvious opportunities to reduced 
energy consumption, and one of 
fundamental importance: the humble 
office printer. Commonly viewed as a 
commodity, printer has the potential 
to be a force for good in business - 
creating an immediately positive 
impact on efficiency and cost savings. 

Taking the first step in building 
sustainability in one's business can be 
daunting when one is unsure where 
to begin. Through our Epson 
technologies and solutions, we make 
it easier for our customers to become 
increasingly more sustainable and 
realise long-term benefits for their 
business. 


This article is contributed by 
Epson Malaysia managing director 
Ng Ngee Khiang. 
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» Want to explore more responsibly? Here are 
10 ways to roam the world without ruining it 


S: travel and flying in 
particular does cause carbon 
emissions. However, tourism 
also creates one out of every 

10 jobs globally. Many of these are in 
remote corners where communities 
play a crucial role in protecting 
delicate ecosystems and ways of life. 
Others allow those on the margins to 
gain independence in societies where 
that is far from a given. 

Travel can be one of many 
pathways to making our planet a 
safer, fairer and kinder place - 
somewhere people and nature thrive 
in harmony. Here’s how to see the 
orld while helping to save it, one trip 
at a time... 

The below tips are taken from The 
Ethical Traveller: 100 ways to roam 
the world (without ruining it!) by 
Imogen Lepere, illustrated by Julia 
Murray. 


Consider where you are most 
needed 

Approach your holiday planning 
strategically so you can pick 
somewhere that really needs your 
support. Disaster Tourism may sound 
gross but the aftermath of a natural 
disaster or terrorist attack is when 
your dollars are needed the most. It’s 
also important to engage with 
destinations that are dealing with 
negative publicity and tell your 
friends the real story - if it is safe to do 
so, of course. Other destinations 
where your money means more are 
those that are highly dependent on 
tourism. Take the tiny Caribbean 
Islands of Antigua and Barbuda, 
where visiting beach-lovers 
bolster 90 per cent of the 
local economy. 


Give high season 
the cold 
shoulder 
Lower prices, 
fewer crowds and 
a warmer 
welcome are just a 
few reasons to 
travel during 
the off- 
season. In 
spots that 
struggle with 
overtourism - 
the point at 
which the needs of the 
tourism industry become 
unsustainable for a destination - 
resources such as water and transport 
may become harder for locals to 
access. 
Low season can be wonderfully 
atmospheric (picture Venice’s 
deserted backstreets in January mist), 
while ‘shoulder season’ - those 
months between high and low - may 
actually provide preferable weather. 
Hiking Crete’s Kydoni Gorge, for 
example, is far more enjoyable in 
May, when the floor is carpeted with 
wild herbs and temperatures are a 
comfortable 21 degrees Celsius. 


Be aware of greenwashing 

Many more people care about 
creating a sustainable future and 
understand that every dollar or euro 
they spend could be seen as a vote for 


the kind of world they want to live in. 
Unfortunately, those canny folks in 
the marketing department have also 


spotted this, which is why 
communications in the tourism 
industry are filled with 


‘greenwashing: Look out for vague 
claims without stats to back them up, 
no sign of locals on an operators’ 
social media channels, no mention of 
independent businesses, and claims 
that they align with specific 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) just by the nature of what they 
do. If you suspect, snitch! Press the 
company for more details and if none 
are provided, report them to 

that country’s tourism 

board. 


Pack 
purpose 
It’s tempting to fill 
every cranny of your 
bag with those 
holiday clothes — , 
you never | 
actually wear but Mu, pen 
leaving a little’ AP 
room for school 
supplies will 
ultimately make 
you feel even more 
fabulous. 

Pack for a Purpose is a not-for- 
profit that connects travellers with 
schools and community projects in 
their travel destination so they can 
bring the supplies that are actually 
needed. 

Worried about squishing it all in? 

Start by removing 


with a 


packaging and 
use the KonMari method to fold your 
clothes. 


Be a people person 

Sorry personal-space fans, but if you 
must fly, please make sure it’s in 
economy. Studies show emissions 
per passenger in first class can be 
nine times as much as the good 
people at the back, with business 
passengers coming in at three times 
the emissions of those in economy. 
This is simply because more people + 
a smaller space = greater fuel 
efficiency. 


Stay on the rails 

There’s no doubt a train is always 
more carbon-efficient than a flight 
but not all trains are created equal. 
Electric trains, like those that whisk 


Ethical travel is possible if you put your mind to it. - ALL IMAGES BY JULIA MURRAY/THE INDEPENDENT 


people around Sydney and Moscow, 
typically generate up to 35 per cent 
less carbon per kilometre than their 


diesel equivalents. In the 
Netherlands, passenger trains run on 
wind power and Chile’s Santiago 
Metro relies mostly on its own 
solar plant. In Europe, 
Germany is leading the way 
when it comes to 
renewable rail travel. 
The world’s first 
hydrogen-powered 
passenger trains are 
currently speeding 
silently between 
Buxtehude and the 
beach town of 
Cuxhaven several 
times a day. 
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Support 

hotels that have 
gone green 
If a hotel is talking the 
green talk, it should be walking the 
renewable energy walk - that means a 
large proportion of its energy 
being generated by 
renewable sources such ` 
as solar, wind or 
hydropower. Many 
hotels are climate 
positive these 
days, meaning 
they create more 
energy than they 
use. 

Coco Hotel, a 
boutique bolthole 
in Copenhagen, 4 
has its own solar £ 
farm, while in 
French Polynesia, 
The Brando has a 
pioneering air- 
conditioning system 
that harnesses the 
coolness of sea water to 
reduce energy demands by more than 
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40%. Now that is truly cool. 


Ethical Airbnb alternatives 
‘Sure, hotels and guesthouses are 
great, but I want to experience a 
destination like a local, we hear 
you cry. Fear not. In places that 
don’t struggle with too much 
tourism, or if you’re renting a 
spare room rather than a whole 
apartment, Airbnb isn’t a 
problem. However, there are 
plenty of other peer-to-peer 
platforms to consider. Here are 
a couple of our favourites: 
Fairbnb was partly 
developed by a panel of European 
citizens concerned about the negative 
impacts of Airbnb. Hosts must be 
local and can only 
list one property 


each, while 50% of the platform's fees 
go towards community projects. 

Ecobnboffers accommodation 
that fulfils 10 criteria including car- 
free access, 100 per cent renewable 
energy, organic food, and recycling 
more than 80 per cent of their waste. 
Current listings include a farmhouse 
overlooking a deserted beach in 
Corinthia, Greece and a Tuscan villa 
nestled among organic vines. 


Ask a local to show you around 
The statue where village children go 
to make wishes; the hole-in-the-wall 
bakery that sells the wobbliest pastéis 
de nata (Portuguese custard tarts); 
the valley that floods in certain 
weather conditions - aside from 
being able to go below the surface of 
a destination, local guides are 
normally better equipped to handle 
unexpected bumps in the road. 
Support them wherever 
possible and if booking 
through an international 


operator, always ask 
about their recruitment 
policies. Shiroube 


covers more than 3,000 

cities and has functions 

allowing you to 

search by language 

as well as interest, while 

I Like Local is a sustainable 

travel marketplace that lets 

you book positive 

experiences in Africa and 
Asia. 


= Respect wildlife 
Yes, some zoos and 
aquariums are doing important 
research, but animals were born to be 
wild (so the song goes). You 
should be highly suspicious of 
any operators offering the 
chance to get too close to 
wildlife, let alone touch it. 
We've all seen photos of 
~~ folks in Thailand posing 
beside tigers who've 
consumed more drugs than 


| = ba the crowd at Glastonbury. Or 


riding elephants in 

India. We get it, a 
social media-worthy 
shot has a strong pull, 
but elephants’ spines 
can’t support humans 
and riding them results 
in serious injuries. Don’t 
contribute to the suffering of the very 
creatures you’ve come to see. Instead, 
seek out non-profits that promote 
conservation and education. - The 
Independent 
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Fans lining up for the D23 Expo in California. - AFP 


Disney does it again 


© The D23 Expo returned this year with 
plenty of upcoming series and films for 
fans to look forward to 


IM BY ANANSA JACOB 


HE D23 Expo which took 

place over the weekend in 

Anaheim, California was a 

star-studded affair which 
revealed new details about various 
Disney-related properties, 
including plans for Phase 5 and 6 of 
the Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
some majoir Lucasfilm drops and 
the announcement of new Disney 
Legends. 

The event kicked off on Friday 
(Saturday in Malaysia) with the 
announcement of several projects 
under the main Disney brand, 
including the reveal of the trailer for 
Hocus Pocus 2. The sequel to the 
classic 1993 comedy-horror film 
sees the return of Bette Midler, 
Sarah Jessica-Parker and Kathy 
Najimy as the Sanderson Sanders, 
who make their evil return to the 


Also revealed was the 
first trailer for The Little 
Mermaid, which showcased 
gorgeous underwater 
scenery and saw Halle Samuel L. 
Bailey belt out a few lines as — MARVE 
Ariel in the highly- 
anticipated musical, which also has 
original songs penned by Lin- 
Manuel Miranda. 

Disney animation was not 
forgotten, as execs revealed an 
Inside Out movie seguel and a 
coming six-episode Zootopia 
Disney: series. Audiences also got a 
first look at a new animated feature 
film titled Elemental, which saw its 
character designs and poster 
showcased. 

Day 2 of the D23 Expo saw the 
biggest cheers, as Marvel Studios 
delivered not one, but two new 
official trailers, as well as several 
other surprises regarding some of 


town of Salem to their upcoming 
wreak havoc. ScantheOR projects. Fans were also 
Keeping up with the a forThe treated to a 
fantasy theme was LittleMermaid performance of Rogers: 
the unveiling of trailer The Musical, originally 


Disenchanted, 
which features Amy 
Adams, Patrick Dempsey and James 
Marsden reprising their roles from 
the original Enchanted film, and will 
see Giselle in danger of becoming 
the ‘wicked stepmother? 

By far the biggest buzz came 
from the new details of upcoming 
Disney live-action remakes. A 
poster was revealed for the 


upcoming Peter Pan & Wendy film, 
the sequel to the Lion King was 
announced for 2024, and audiences 
got a glimpse of Snow White, which 
stars Gal Gadot and Rachel Zegler. 


Werewolf by Night is a return to classic horror films. - DISNEY 


seen in last year’s 
Hawkeye series. 
Marvel Studios television series 
got a boost with a surprise 
announcement for Season 2 of Loki, 
with stars Tom Hiddleston and 
Owen Wilson making an 
appearance. There was one new 
casting, that of Ke Huy Quan, last 
seen in Everything, Everywhere All 
At Once, in an undisclosed role. 
There were also teasers for the new 
female-led series Ironheart and 
Echo, all of which will relate to the 
greater MCU. 
One of the biggest reveals was 


ion. 
Jackson in a scene from Secret Invas 


L STUDIOS 


the Secret 


for 
Invasion, set for a Spring 2023 


trailer 


premiere, which features the 
megawatt-heavy cast of Samuel L. 
Jackson, Don Cheadle, Martin 
Freeman, Ben Mendelsohn, Olivia 
Colman and Emilia Clarke, among 
others. The series is based on the 2008 
Marvel Comics crossover of the same 
name, and follows a 

sect of Skrulls who 


theSun 


Te 


: 


Halle Bailey in The Little Mermaid. — DISNEY 


2023, which will feature Captain 
Marvel (Brie Larson), Ms. Marvel 
(Iman Vellani), and Monica Rambeau 
(Teynoah Parris). 

Late Black Panther star Chadwick 
Boseman was also named a Disney 
Legend. His brother Derrick accepted 
the Disney Legends Award on his 
behalf and gave a moving speech 
thanking Disney and the fans for 

honouring his legacy, 
which drew a standing 


have infiltrated all ScantheQR ovation. 

aspects of life on codefor Marvels Derrick Boseman said: 

Earth, and heralds Secret Invasion “My mum was supposed 

Marvel's Phase 5. trailer to give this speech but she 
Marvel also gave it to me. And to me, 


revealed a spin-off 
limited series from Secret Invasion, 
called Armor Wars, which will feature 
Cheadle’s character on his own 
standalone adventure. 

On the movie side, there were also 
announcements for Ant-Man and The 
Wasp: Quantumania, which will 
feature the new Marvel villain Kang, 
the planned Fantastic Four movie 
which will have a new director, and the 
revelation of the cast for the upcoming 
Thunderbolts film out in June 2024. 
The Thunderbolts team will include 
various villains and antiheroes from 
previous MCU adventures, including 
Yelena Belova (Florence Pugh), US 
Agent (Wyatt Russell), Taskmaster 
(Olga Kurylenko), Red Guardian 
(David Harbour), and Ghost (Hannah 
John-Kamen). 

There was also the announcement 
of The Marvels movie due on July 28, 


mum and daddy are also legends. 
Because it takes a king and a queen to 
create a king.” 

Other actors named Disney 
Legends this year included Anthony 
Anderson, Kristin Bell, Patrick 
Dempsey, Josh Gad, Jonathan Groff, 
Idina Menzel, Ellen Pompeo, and 
Tracee Ellis Ross. 


trailers for a number of highly- 
anticipated series including Season 3 
of The Mandalorian, which shows Din 
Djarin and Grogu reuniting for new 
adventures, and the animated series 
Star Wars: Tales of the Jedi. 
Announcements were also made 
about upcoming shows Ahsoka, Star 
Wars: The Bad Batch and Star Wars: 
Skeleton Crew. And a new trailer was 
revealed for Andor, which premieres 
on Disney-+ on Sept 21. 

Other Lucasfilm projects were also 
highlighted, with an official poster and 
trailer for Willow - the sequel to the 
1998 cult classic film - being revealed, 
and the sizzle reel for the fifth Indiana 
Jones film being unveiled by stars 
Harrison Ford and Phoebe Waller- 
Bridge. Ford will be reprising the role 
of the whip-cracking archaeologist for 
the final time in this film, which will 
also see John Rhys Meyers return as 
his old ally Sallah. 

The last day of the D23 Expo 
focused more on Disney’s theme 


There was also the parks, with the 
reveal of the trailer for ScantheQR announcement of 
Werewolf by Night, a * codefor upcoming attractions 
Halloween-themed Mandalorian and new rides for fans on 
project starring Gael S3 trailer the ground. There was 


Garcia Bernal and 
Laura Donelly. The 
film, shot in the tradition of the classic 
black-and-white monster movies, was 
directed by Oscar-winning composer 
Michael Giacchino and premieres on 
Disney+ on Oct 7. 

Star Wars fans also got their fill, 
with Lucasfilm dropping teasers and 


Grogu on a new adventure in The Mandalorian season 3. - LUCASFILM 


also a live concert 

performance of classic 
Disney Princess songs by esteemed 
Broadway cast members. 

There was also the announcement 
by the cast and creators of the Disney+ 
series The Proud Family: Louder and 
Prouder, as well as a special on 
American Horror Story. 
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Tales of the hea 


0 Mithran Jawahar delivers a heartwarming 
rom-com in Thiruchitrambalam 


IM BY THASHINE SELVAKUMARAN 


HANUSH plays 

Thiruchitrambalam (also 

known as Pazham) who is a 

food delivery man. His 
humble life is centred around his 
grandpa (Bharathiraja) and childhood 
buddy Shobana (Nithya Menen). 
Pazham has a rough bond with his dad 
(Prakash Raj), a police officer. Pazham 
embarks on a self-realisation journey as 
he explores through life in search of 
passion and love. The story centres 
around Pazham’s ability to solve his 
life’s obstacles. 

Dhanush is a natural in the role of 
Thiruchitrambalam. I have to agree that 
seeing Dhanush return to the cinema as 
a nice simple man is already a reason 
why it’s a must watch film. While 
Dhanush has played roles like this 
before, I admire how he constantly 
finds a way to make each of his 
characters appealing. It is a highly 
internal performance in which he 
transmits his character’s sentiments 
with minimum actions, which is more 
than adequate to capture the hearts of 
the viewers. 

Shobana and Pazham’s relationship 
is the type that is rarely addressed in 
Tamil movies. Their bond does not 
appear contrived, and it is genuine 
enough to make others grin. Nithya 
Menen doesn’t have to work hard to 
make Shobana a charming character. 


Her laugh and smiles are indeed just 
perfect to make her a reliable comfort 
friend. 

Prakashraj and Bharathiraja 
perform in accordance with the 
screenplay, which was precisely 
designed to dp them justice in their 
parts. This film also marks Anirudh and 
Dhanush’s musical return. In several 
scenes, Anirudh’s music and 
background soundtrack heighten the 
tone of the film. His excellent work as a 
music director never seems to end. 

Thiruchimtrambalam is a great 
package that contains love, comedy, 
and emotions. The storyline is gradual 
and delicate, and it works so beautifully 
for the movie. This is the most 
enjoyable melodrama in a long time. 

The only thing that appears to be 
lacking here is some action, although 
this is hardly really a problem to begin 
with. 

This film is able to tell its storyline 
without resorting to any gimmicks to 
satisfy fans. The film mainly focusses 
on communication, which is 
performed well in order to keep us 
intrigued. I do realise, towards the 
conclusion, that the narrative becomes 
quite predictable, but you will not really 
mind since at this time, all you want is 
for the main characters to be happily 
together. 

Thiruchitrambalam is a really 
pleasant entertaining film, and it’s 
worth watching. 


Dhanush and 
Nithya Menen's 
chemistry is 
refreshing. — 
OTTPLAY 


This sweet and 
simple Tamil- 
language film 
will keep you 
engaged from 
the start to 
finish. -IMDB 


Dhanush plays 
Pazham, a food 
delivery boy in 
the film. — THE 
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Director: Mithran 
Jawahar 

Cast: Dhanush, 
Nithya Menen, 
Bharathiraja and 
Prakash Raj 
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ACTING 1 


PLOT 


From rags to twisted riches 


WHEN fate reaches out to an 
underprivileged high school student 
with the promise of a life filled with 
riches in exchange for a paltry sum, 
his life will be turned upside down 
when everything he ever wanted - 
and more - comes to pass, in The 
Golden Spoon - coming to Disney+ 
Hotstar on Sept 23. 

They say that nothing in life comes 
for free, but when struggling Lee 
Seungcheon is offered a new life full 
of wealth and riches in exchange for 
the purchase of a golden spoon that is 
affordable, he will soon learn that 
there’s more to that expression than 
meets the eye. Referred to as “dirt 
spoon” by those who know him best, 
Seungcheon and several others will 
soon have their lives completely 
transformed in unexpected and 
irreversible ways in The Golden 
Spoon, the latest Korean series to be 
announced as part of the ever- 


le 


| ae ai ¥ á 
"Golden 


Spot 


rT) 


Dep + 


as hotstar 


(Hospital Playlist 2, The Spies Who 
Loved Me) as Hwang Taeyong, the 
son of a wealthy head of a 
conglomerate; Jung Chaeyeon as Na 
Juhee, a woman from a rich family 
who dreams of normal life; and 
Yeonwoo as Oh Yeojin, a girl with 
unparalleled ambitions. 

The Golden Spoon is written by 
Yoon Eunkyung (The Prime Minister 
and I) and Kim Eunhee (The Prime 
Minister and I, Night After Night) and 
is directed by Robin Song (Another 
Miss Oh, Beauty Inside, The King’s 
Affection) and Lee Han Jun. 

Fans of world-class Korean 
storytelling can also look forward to 
the Sept 8 premiere of THE ZONE: 
Survival Mission, a laugh-out-loud 
Korean variety show starring Yu 


growing catalogue of local APAC 
content available on Disney+ Hotstar. 

Starring Yook Sungjae (Mystic 
Pop-up Bar, Guardian: The Lonely 


and Great God) as Lee Seungcheon, a 
boy born into dire straits who is 
offered a new life with the purchase 
of a golden spoon; Lee Jongwon 


Jaeseok, Lee Kwangsoo and Kwon 
Yuri in a range of unexpected 
situations. Audiences can also 
currently enjoy a wealth of Korean 


shows including Big Mouth, about an 
inept lawyer who is falsely 
imprisoned and accused of being the 
country’s most notorious conman; 
Grid, an edge-of-your-seat mystery 
thriller about a shadowy figure who 
once saved humanity but who has 
now been identified as an 
accomplice to murder; Link: Eat, 
Love, Kill about a world-famous chef 
who has a breakdown in front of his 
customers and who must revisit his 
traumatic past; Soundtrack #1, 
about unrequited love between two 
close friends; Rookie Cops, a campus 
romance drama that follows the lives 
of a group of reckless freshmen at the 
Korean National Police Academy; as 
well as the breakout sensation 
Snowdrop, starring BLACKPINK's 
Jisoo, in a story about a university 
student who goes against her family 
and her country to help the man she 
loves. 
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HE issue of fake dentists has 
been around for many years. 
The Ministry of Health has 
received a growing number 
of reports of fake dentists made by 
disgruntled customers - 54 in 2017 
which increased to 130 in 2019. 
According to Prof Seow Liang Lin, 
Dean of the School of Dentistry at 
International Medical University, 
dental treatment performed by 
anyone who is not registered with the 
Malaysian Dental Council (MDC) - 
and who does not hold a valid Annual 
Practicing Certificate — (APC)/ 
Temporary Practicing Certificate 
(TPC) to practice dentistry in 
Malaysia - is considered illegal. 
“The fake dentists tend to fall into 
a few different categories,’ she says. 
“There are groups of fake dentists 
who set up stalls, usually at but not 
limited to the “pasar malam” (night 
markets) or morning markets. They 
offer dental treatments to market- 
goers, who are generally in the 
middle to older age groups.’ These 
fake dentists usually offer treatments 
to replace missing teeth on the spot. 
Another group would be the 
beauty parlours, offering aesthetic 
work such as bleaching and veneers. 
“From my observations, it is the 
younger age group who seek these 
types of dental treatment at beauty 
parlours,’ says Prof Seow. While it 
may seem like a simple procedure, 


there is no reason to trust a 
beautician to perform dental 
procedure. 


There are also groups who 
promote their services on social 
media and who have makeshift 
clinics in hotel rooms and who 
sometimes even offer house-to- 
house services. Many of them ‘learn’ 
their skills from watching YouTube 
videos and perform treatments from 
fixing braces to veneers. 


Biting the bait 

Agreeing to get dental work done at 
the morning or night market sounds a 
little strange, but it is usually sold as a 
convenient and quick way to solve 
the problem of missing teeth. People 
see a ‘dentist’ who promises things 
such as immediate replacement of 
their missing teeth. What they get is a 
fake dentist who usually just connects 
denture teeth to natural teeth using 
wires or something similar. 
Customers feel satisfied because they 
don’t have to get dentures made. But 
they don’t realise that these teeth 
don’t actually work, and will cause 
damage to the adjacent natural teeth 
and gums. “It can cause natural teeth 
to decay or cause gum inflammation 
when food is impacted,’ says Prof 
Seow. 

When it comes to dental treatment 
at a beauty salon, it’s the comfort level 
that plays a big part. “The perception 
of going to a dentist and going to the 
beauty parlour is very different. When 
you go for a facial or to a spa, it is a 
pleasant and relaxing experience. But 
when people think of dentists, there is 
always an element of dread and fear,’ 
she adds. Customers also have a 
certain rapport with their beauticians 
and if they go regularly for facials, 
they may include bleaching and 
veneers as part of a beauty package. 

However, the overarching reason 
that enables rogue dental services to 
continue to be offered is the lack of 
education and awareness of the long- 
term consequences. “People are 
attracted to before-and-after photos 
which promise easy and quick fixes. 
They get caught up in the persuasive 
sales pitch. But although it may look 
good in the short term, in the long 
term you end up suffering,” says Prof 
Seow. 


The real deal 

What are the actual processes 

involved in these dental treatments? 
Bleaching is a procedure to 

whiten teeth using a cream or gel that 

contains chemicals such as hydrogen 

peroxide or carbamide peroxide. The 


Back to bite you 


® Visiting the dentist can be an uncomfortable 
experience, however that is no excuse to go to 
unqualified dental'experts' 


Prof Dr Seow Liang Lin. 


gel is applied to the surfaces of the 
teeth after scaling and polishing and 
the whole process takes one to one 
and a half hours. It can be done 
chairside (at the clinic) or through 
prescription (home bleaching). With 
home bleaching, you will be assessed 
at the clinic and then be guided to use 
a tray loaded with gel at home for a 
few hours a day for a between 1 week 
to 3 weeks. The whole process will be 
monitored by a dentist. 

At a beauty parlour, you risk 
substandard bleaching gels that can 
cause harm to both teeth and gums. 
There is also no proper assessment of 
teeth before the process to ensure 
that the teeth are suitable to be 
bleached. “You might be paying 
money for treatment that is not 
suitable and therefore will not have 
any results for you,” says Prof Seow. 

Veneers are also a popular 
treatment offered at beauty parlours. 
According to Prof Seow, veneers are 
used in several circumstances. One is 
for discolouration of teeth that 
cannot be bleached, for example in 
tetracyline stains (which happens 
when mothers ingest the antibiotic 


tetracycline during pregnancy, 
nursing, or when children take it 
when their secondary and primary 
teeth are developing). “These are 
greyish-black stains that cannot be 
treated by bleaching as the stain is 
internal,” she says. Other 
circumstances when veneers might 
be suitable to use are when teeth are 
a little bit crooked and the patient 
doesn't want braces, as well as in 
cases of very worn-down teeth. 

The process includes shaving off a 
thin layer of tooth structure and then 
gluing on veneers. This is a process 
called indirect veneers. There is also 
what is termed as direct veneers, 
where a dentist will use tooth- 
coloured filling material to cover up 
discoloured teeth and modify the 
shape and size of teeth. 

At a legitimate dentist, indirect 
veneers are custom-made and 
produced in dental labs, while direct 
veneers need a skilled hand as teeth 
need to be shaped and polished 
properly to ensure it looks good. 
Trusting a beautician to do the 
treatments often leads to ill-fitting 
veneers that cause swollen and 
diseased gums. 

When it comes to dental bridges 
to replace missing teeth , this first 
involves a process of trimming the 
tooth or teeth next to the gap and 
making a mould of the trimmed tooth 
or teeth. This is then sent to a dental 
lab that will fabricate the bridge. 
Treatment by fake dentists however 
really just involves wiring fake tooth 
or teeth to adjacent teeth. “By getting 
a fake dentist to fix a one-size-fits-all 
tooth with a wire, you risk tooth 
decay, gum problems and other 
problems caused by the ill-fitting fake 
teeth,’ says Prof Seow. 

Another popular treatment that 
people seek out are braces. There are 
two types of braces. The conventional 


method uses metal brackets and 
wires. A newer method uses the clear 
aligner. Clear aligners hit the market 
about 20 years ago and it uses a set of 
40-50 clear plastic aligners provided 
to the patient. Every seven to ten 
days, over a period of one and half 
years, the clear aligners are changed 
sequentially and by doing this they 
will slowly move the teeth. 

“Braces to fix mild and simple 
malaligned cases can be managed by 
dentists who have  upskilled 
themselves by attending short 
courses, but for complex cases, you 
will need to see an orthodontist,’ says 
Prof Seow. 


Danger signs 

How can we be certain that the 
dentist we are seeing is legit? All 
dentists need to be registered with 
the Malaysian Dental Council. The 
Annual Practicing Certificate (APC) 
of a dentist should be displayed at the 
clinic. If there is no certificate or it has 
not been renewed, then you are not 
in the right place. “Each and every 
clinic that operates legally needs to 
have their APC renewed annually 


It is dangerous to 
put your teeth in the 
care of unqualified 
individuals and fake 
dentists. 


Not going toa 
proper dentist to 
receive dental 
treatment can 
cause irreversible 
damage to the 
teeth and gums. 


and displayed,” says Prof Seow. 

You should also look out for the 
location of the services offered. It 
should be a proper dental clinic, not 
by the roadside, not in a hotel room 
or even a beauty salon. 

Also, be wary of cheap online 
products that offer fake veneers, 
braces and other teeth whitening 
products. “Whether there will be real 
harm or danger depends on the 
ingredients used, but in any case, 
many of these do not look like they 
will work,” says Prof Seow. 

Don't take the risk, she adds. Not 
going to a proper dentist to receive 
dental treatment can cause 
irreversible damage to the teeth and 


s. 

“Bogus dentists and rogue 
treatments can damage the 
supporting structure of the teeth. 
There is also the question of hygiene 
and the lack of proper tools used in 
these situations.” 

Remember, some things are just 
too good to be true. “It may seem like 
you are getting a good deal but these 
things have a way of coming back to 
bite you,” warns Prof Seow. 
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Boosting creative sustainability 


E BY JOHN TAN 
HERE seems to be an 


content creator these days. 


© Ulalive founders, Afham Fareez and Elizaveta Leytgold hope to 
allure to being an online Continue cultivating a sustainable environment for content creators 


kind of like pulled me into 
entrepreneurship. Was I always 
interested? Maybe not, but then 
seeing people achieve this type of 
independence and freedom in their 


Whether it is their 


glamorous lifestyles or exciting job “ 
assignments, many youths of today = 

admire and aspire to be like their “7. 
favourite content creators. he: 


In fact, recent government yet 
research showed that 72% of SPM `> 
graduates have their eyes set on = ` 
becoming online influencers and “Af 
content creators. However, the # 
route to success is not as easy as * + 
some might think. i 

Given the high amount of 
competition, it can take a while for 
content creators to make a living 
from it - enter Ulalive. Founded 
early this year, Ulalive is a live e- 
commerce platform that enables 
creators to connect with 
communities, while boosting 
revenue through live streaming. 

Contrary to other e-commerce 
and social platforms, content 
creators here can generate an 
income through live streaming 
their video content exclusively to 
their subscribers. 

While other social 
platforms require users to 
provide free content, Ulalive 
allows content creators to 
immediately make money 
from their content through a 
subscription model with no 
minimum required subscribers. 

In addition, content creators 
can also generate income 
through promoting 
and selling products 
while receiving 
commissions on the 
platform. 

To further 
understand its 
mechanism and its 
backstory, we 
speak to its 
founders, Afham 
Fareez and 
Elizaveta 
Leytgold. 


Tell us a bit about 
yourself. 
Afham Fareez: “I 
am Afham Fareez 
and I grew up in 
Pekan, Pahang with 
five siblings. I was 
born on Aug 16, ~] 
1992 and I am + 4 
turning 30 this year. 
My education started 
in secondary school 
at Mara Junior 
Science College in 
Kelantan. 
“I then furthered 
my studies in 
engineering at the 
International Islamic 
University Malaysia 
(IIUM). But I dropped 
out of my engineering 


course to pursue Afham 
aviation. I took a Fareez is 
piloting course and alsoa 
thus far, the eight years | commercial 
[I have spent] as a | pilot. — 
commercial alliance | HAFIZ 
pilot for Malaysia SOHAIMI/ 
Alliance have been THE SUN 
awesome.” 


Eliza: “My full name is 
Elizaveta Lytgold but 
people call me Eliza. I 
was born in Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan in 2001. 

I am turning 

21 this 

year. And I 

moved to 

Malaysia in 2018 to pursue my IB 
diploma. 


The founders of Ulalive. - HAFIZ SOHAIMI/THE SUN 


Ulalive 


Ulalive is an e-commerce that enables 
creators to make money through 
streaming. — ULALIVE 


“I graduated high school in 2020 
and then started my degree in 
digital media and communication 
and a bachelor of business and 
commerce. And right now, I am 
finishing my second year.’ 


What first sparked your interest 
in entrepreneurship? 

Afham Fareez: “My 
entrepreneurship journey first 
began in high school and college. I 
had joined the entrepreneur club 
and it was the freedom of time and 
money that inspired me to further 
into it. So, I then upgraded my 
knowledge and skills. 

“And even up to this day, I enjoy 
learning and exploring new ideas. I 
enjoy taking on new challenges 
and growing the business.” 

Eliza: “I enjoy solving problems and 
having this creative freedom to do so 


choices attracted me the most to the 
field.” 


How did the idea for Ulalive come 
to be? 

Afham Fareez: “It started two years 
ago when I was active in e-sports. 
Our previous service is organising e- 
sports events and we engaged with 
the local scene quite well. So, the 
idea came when I noticed that the 
underrated streamers were 
struggling to earn a consistent and 
sustainable income. 

“While the established and 
experienced streamers were having 
issues with scaling their revenues 
and solely depended on one or two 
platforms to monetise. So, we have 
been trying to solve this issue by 
helping streamers and creators to 
start charging for their content 
through a subscription. 

“At the same time, manage and 
sell their products using our built-in 
e-commerce. And the core 
commission is to allow them to scale 
their revenue and turn their service 
into a profitable business.’ 


What differentiates Ulalive from 
other apps like YouTube and 
Instagram? 

Afham Fareez: “What makes us 
stand out is that we are not actually a 
social network or a video-sharing 
platform. We are an eCommerce, 
but we are also kind of different. We 
build on live streaming. So, we 
want to attract business 
owners and creators who 
want to start their 
businesses. 

“That is actually the 
reason why we started to 
help creators to become a 
business. Start selling the 
products because on 
most of the platforms, you 
cannot really sell the 
products and it is very 
hard for you to get a 
consistent income.” 


How do you hope to change 
the local streaming and 
entertainment scene with 
Ulalive? 
Afham Fareez: “When we 
first started Ulalive, we 
noticed that many streamers 
and creators did not have a 
real solid business. Many of 
them did not know how to 
convert their brand into a 
profitable business. 
“Through Ulalive, we 
have been helping them 
by providing a single 
platform for them to manage 
their content and products. So, we 
hope in the future to see more 
businesses born and built by the 
creators. 


Eliza worked “In other words, we hope to 
in HR before smooth their onboarding process 
Ulalive. — of entrepreneurship. This is 
HAFIZ because the creators do voice 
SOHAIMI/ out their worries about their 
THE SUN future path. 


“They want to know what 

they will be doing in the next 

five years - when they are 30 

or 35 - because they know 

they [may not be 

streaming] games for 10 

years. So they want to 
build a business.” 

Eliza: “So we 

PA are basically 


3 providing 
tools for 
them to 


amplify their creativity and brand.” 
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The iPhone 14 will let users send an 
emergency message via satellite 
connection. — ETX STUDIO 


Apple users can 
send emergency 
SOS to satellite 


The next generation iPhone will 
introduce satellite connectivity for 
emergency use only in areas with no 
cellular network coverage. Initially, this 
feature will be available only in the 
United States and Canada. 

The iPhone 14 range introduces a 
new Emergency SOS via Satellite 
feature to text emergency services 
when users are out of cellular and Wi- 
Fi coverage, such as at sea, in the 
mountains or in deserts, for example. 
Apple's aim is to ensure that users can 
get help wherever they are. 

For this to work, it's necessary to be 
outside with a clear view of the sky. For 
help to respond in the best way, you 
must first report what type of 
emergency it is (a technical problem 
with your vehicle, injury or illness, 
being a victim of or witnessing a crime, 
being lost or abducted, trapped ina 
fire, etc.). 

Then, point the smartphone 
towards the nearest communications 
satellite. Instructions on the screen 
help properly locate the signal. Note 
that this technology also allows you to 
manually share your location by 
satellite with “Find My” in zones with 
no connectivity. 

Nevertheless, Apple specifies that 
sending these messages can take up 
to several minutes, depending on the 
position of the satellites and 
obstructions such as tree cover. 

This emergency alert actually takes 
the form of a text message. It will be 
transmitted to a center staffed by 
Apple-trained specialists, who will be 
able to alert the relevant emergency 
services. 

This service will be launched 
exclusively in the United States and 
Canada in November, and will be free 
for two years. Note that the next 
Huawei Mate 50 and Mate 50 Pro 
smartphones - still deprived of 
Android and Google services - should 
offer a similar service. - ETX Studio 


N alleged hack of TikTok 

may have exposed the 

data of more than 1 billion 

sers, cyber security 
researchers have warned. 

Reports of a data breach first 
emerged on a popular hacking 
forum over the weekend, with 
hackers claiming to have exploited 
an insecure server containing 
personal information of TikTok 
users. 

The claims coincided with a 
security alert from Microsoft 
warning of a “high-security 
vulnerability” in TikTok’s Android 
app, which could have allowed 
attackers to “compromise users’ 
accounts with a single click.” 

The alleged hackers claim to 
have access to around 34GB of data 
from TikTok users. 

“We have to decide if we want to 
sell it or release it to the public,” a 
user named AgainstTheWest wrote 
on a Breach Forums message 
board. 

“About 1.37 billion entires have 
been pulled ... The entries are from 
all over the world ... This data 
contains a lot of under aged people.” 

Security researcher Troy Hunt, 
who operates the Have I Been 
Pwned data breach service used by 


FOLLOW 


a @thesundaily 


ON INSTAGRAM Ẹ pa 


Tiklok takeover 


0 A security flaw in the popular social media 
app has put hundreds of millions of users at risk 


dozens of national governments, 
analysed a 237MB sample of the 
files listed on the hacking forum. 

Mr Hunt was unable to verify the 
legitimacy of the hack from the 
sample, claiming that the data was 
already publicly available. 

“This is so far pretty 
inconclusive,’ he tweeted on last 
week. 

“Some data matches production 
info, albeit publicly accessible info. 
Some data is junk, but it could be 
non-production or test data. It’s a bit 
of a mixed bag so far” 

A TikTok spokesperson denied 
that any breach had occured, 
adding that the vulnerability 
identified by Microsoft “is 
completely unrelated” to TikTok's 
backend source code. 

“TikTok prioritises the privacy 


and security of our users’ data,” a 
spokesperson told The 
Independent. “Our security team 
investigated these claims and found 
no evidence of a security breach.” 

TikTok is the world’s most visited 
website, according to security firm 
Cloudflare, having overtaken 
Google in 2021. 

Its China-based parent company 
ByteDance has previously been 
criticised for sharing details about 
their algorithms with the Chinese 
government, while security 
concerns have also been raised 
about state involvement. 

A 2019 lawsuit claimed that 
TikTok had “clandestinely 
vacuumed up and and transferred 
to servers in China vast quantities of 
private and personally-identifiable 
user data that can be employed to 


identify, profile, and track the 
location and activities of users in the 
United States now and in the future’ 
an accusation that ByteDance 
denies. 

The app is already banned by 
both the US Army and the US Navy 
due to security concerns. 

“There has long been much 
scrutiny over the way TikTok 
handles its own security and the 
way it looks after the privacy of its 
users, which naturally attracts 
attention from criminal groups as 
well as nation-state actors,” said Jake 
Moore, a cyber security advisor at 
the software firm ESET. 

“Whether this turns out to be 
truly private data causing every 
account to be potentially vulnerable 
or just open information from the 
site, users must make sure they have 
security alerts activated within the 
app and two-factor authentication 
turned on, as well as ensuring that 
their password used on the account 
is unique to any other account.” - 
The Independent 


Clever compost: Organic materials could 
help recycle electronic waste 


WHAT if certain organic materials could 
help salvage rare metals - essential for 
the manufacturing of many digital 
devices - from waste electronics? This 
idea is being investigated and tested by a 
team of US researchers. Here’s how it 
works. 

Neodymium may be a strange- 
sounding chemical element that you’ve 
never really heard of. Yet it is found in 
many of our everyday electronics, from 
computers to television screens to the 
engines of hybrid cars! 

The problem is that, like most of the 
metals used to make our day-to-day 
devices, these are extracted from rare and 
non-renewable resources. Not to 
mention that the devices in question 
generally have a limited lifespan. 
However, a method developed by a team 


of US scientists from Penn State 
University could kill two birds with one 
stone. Their technique involves using 
organic matter to help salvage these 
metals from waste. 

More specifically, the researchers 
ground up tomato peel and corn cob, and 
then cut wood pulp and cotton paper into 
small pieces, before soaking them in 
water. These materials were then 
chemically reacted to split them into 
microproducts, nanoparticles and 
solubilised biopolymers. 

The microproducts and nanoparticles 
were then used to activate the separation 
process necessary to capture 
neodymium samples from neodymium 
solutions. 

If this method was deployed on a large 
scale, the researchers believe it could 


both reduce the mass of electronic waste 
while limiting the mining required to 
obtain the rare earth elements found in 


many devices. 


“In the near future, we want to test our 
process on realistic industrial samples,” 
says Amir Sheikhi, assistant professor of 
chemical engineering and corresponding 
author of the research. His team also 
hopes to extend this technique to other 
precious metals, such as gold and silver. 

According to a study commissioned 
in the 7 
published in 
December 2021, 40% of the digital 
environmental footprint in Europe is due 
to the depletion of metal resources and 
the use of fossil resources needed to 
manufacture electronic devices. - ETX 
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Some organic 
materials could help to 
extract rare earth 

metals from electronic 
waste. — ETX STUDIO 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 2016 AND 
IN THE MATTER OF 
PANCAR JIWA SDN. BHD. 
(F.K.A. NAZA SOLUTIONS (ASIA) SDN. BHD.) 
(201001040317 (924242-A)) 
(IN LIQUIDATION) 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the general 
public that Ng Choon Jin was duly 
appointed as Liquidator of the abovenamed 
Company pursuant to an Order of the High 
Court of Malaya at Shah Alam under 
Companies (Winding-Up) No. BA-28NCC- 
316-05/2022 on 29" August 2022 


The Creditors of the abovenamed 
Company, are required on or before 4.00 
p.m. of 12" October 2022, to send their 
names and addresses and the particulars 
of their debts or claims and the names and 
addresses of their solicitors (if any) to the 
Liquidator at Suite 8-1, 8" Floor, Oval 
Damansara, No. 685, Jalan Damansara, 
60000 Kuala Lumpur, and, if so reguired in 
writing from the Liguidator, are by their 
solicitors or personally to come in and 
prove their debts or claims at such time and 
place as shall be specified in such notice or 
in default thereof they will be excluded from 
the benefit of any distribution made before 
such debts are proved. 

Dated this 12" September 2022 

NG CHOON JIN 

LIQUIDATOR 


DALAM MAHKAMAH MAJISTRET 
GEORGETOWN 
DI NEGERI PULAU PINANG, MALAYSIA 
GUAMAN SIVILNO. PA- 
A72NCVC-437-12/2020 
SAMAN PENGHUTANG PENGHAKIMAN 
NO. PA-76J-157-07/2022 


ANTARA 


TETUAN AMIR & LEE 
. PLAINTIF/PEMIUTANG 
PENGHAKIMAN 


DAN 


TEH LAY ENG 
(No. K/P: 591114-02-5458) 
...DEFENDAN/PENGHUTANG 
PENGHAKIMAN 


NOTIS 
Kepada: 


TEH LAY ENG 

Blok 22-1-16, Lorong Hijau 5, 
Medan Hikmat, Jelutong, 
11600 Pulau Pinang 


AMBIL PERHATIAN bahawa suatu 
tindakan telah dimulakan terhadap 
kamu di Mahkamah Majistret 
Pulau Pinang, Saman Penghutang 
Penghakiman No. PA-76J-157-07/2022 
oleh TETUAN AMIR & LEE yang beralamat 
di 18-25-A1, Gurney Tower, Persiaran 
Gurney, 10250 Pulau Pinang untuk 
menjelaskan Penghakiman sebanyak 
RM12,168.15 dibayar kepada Plaintif 
setakat pada 25.7.2022. 


DAN Mahkamah Yang Mulia ini telah 
memerintahkan bahawa Saman 
Penghutang Penghakiman bertarikh 
25.7.2022 tersebut diserahkan kepada 
kamu secara penyampaian ganti dengan 
menampalkan sesalinan Perintah 
bertarikh 25.8.2022 dan sesalinan 
bermeterai Saman Penghutang 
Penghutang Penghakiman tersebut di 
Papan Kenyataan Mahkamah Majistret 
Georgetown Pulau Pinang, penampalan 
di premis alamat terakhir Defendan 
di Blok 22-1-16, Lorong Hijau 5, 
Medan Hikmat, Jelutong, 11600 Pulau 
Pinangdan juga melalui penerbitan 
Notis sekali dalam satu akhbar harian 
tempatan, The Sun. Penampalan serta 
pengiklanan sedemikian hendaklah 
menjadi penyampaian yang sempurna 
dan cukup terhadap Defendan selepas 
tujuh (7) hari selepas tarikh akhir 
penampalan dan pengiklanan. 


DAN AMBIL PERHATIAN bahawa Saman 
Penghutang Penghakiman tersebut akan 
didengar di dalam Mahkamah ini pada 
27 haribulan September 2022 pukul 9.00 
pagi, di mana pada tarikh tersebut kamu 
dikehendaki hadir ke Mahkamah dan 
sekiranya kamu tidak hadir dan sebelum 
itu tidak memasukkan kehadiran di 
dalam Mahkamah selepas Saman 
Penghutang Penghakiman tersebut 
disampaikan secara penyampaian 
ganti kepada kamu, Mahkamah akan 
mengeluarkan satu perintah tangkap 
terhadap kamu. 


Saman Penghutang Penghakiman 
tersebut boleh diperiksa oleh kamu di 
atas permohonan di Mahkamah ini. 


Bertarikh pada 
8 haribulan September 2022 


E akan Pecina 
Peguamcara Plaintif 


Notis ini difailkan oleh Tetuan Amir & Lee 
yang beralamat di No. 18-25-A1, Gurney 
Tower, Persiaran Gurney, 10250 Pulau 
Pinang, Peguamcara bagi Plaintif-Plaintif 
yang dinamakan di atas. 
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To the father, 
Ooi Chee Wei of 
a child born on 

31 May 2011 
at 10.24 am at 

Columbia Asia 

Hospital Bukit 

Rimau Shah 

Alam. 


Kindly contact 
our firm, Messrs 


Ruby Anthoa 
& Partners at 
No. 12, Jalan 
Anggerik Vanilla 
31/100C, Kota 
Kemuning, 40460 
Shah Alam, 
Selangor Darul 
Ehsan at 
03-51318106. 
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ACOMA METAL WIRE 
SDN. BHD. 
[198901005921 (183226-X)] 
(IN MEMBERS’ VOLUNTARY 
WINDING-UP) 
NOTICE OF FINAL MEETING 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
Final Meeting of the Company 
will be convened and held at 
9-1, 9th Floor, Wisma Penang 
Garden, 42, Jalan Sultan Ahmad 
Shah, 10050 George Town, 
Pulau Pinang on Wednesday, 12 
October 2022 at 10.00a.m. to 
consider the following items of 
the business:- 


AGENDA 


1)To receive and consider 
the Liquidator’s account of 
receipts and payments and 
statement of distribution 
among the  contributories 
and any explanation arising 
therefrom. 


2)To resolve that the books, 
accounts and documents 
of the Company and of the 
liquidators thereof shall be 
disposed of at the expiration 
of 3 months after the lodging 
of the return. 


Penang 
Dated: 12 September 2022 


LIM YONG CHIAT (f) 
WANG HOO! CHOO (f) 
Liquidators 


9-1, 9th Floor, 

Wisma Penang Garden, 

42, Jalan Sultan Ahmad Shah, 
10050 George Town, 

Pulau Pinang. 
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PERISYTIHARAN JUALAN 
DALAM MAHKAMAH TINGGI MALAYA DI MELAKA 
PERMOHONAN UNTUK PERLAKSANAAN NO. MA-38-86-05/2022 


Dalam perkara mengenai Seksyen 256 dan 257 Kanun Tanah Negara, 1965 


Dan 


Dalam perkara mengenai Gadaian Perserahan No. 0400SC2015014378 bertarikh 27/08/2015 ke atas 
semua bahagian tanah yang dipegang di bawah HS(D) 10792, PT 9211, Mukim Ayer Panas, Daerah 


Jasin, Melaka 
Dan 


Dalam perkara mengenai Aturan 83 Kaedah-kaedah Mahkamah, 2012 
ANTARA 


Bank Simpanan Nasional (No. Syarikat:-) 


DAN 
SITI HAWA BINTI IBRAHIM (No. Kad Pengenalan: 810211045044) 


.-...DEFENDAN 


Menurut Perintah Mahkamah Tinggi Malaya di MELAKA mengenai Perintah Jualan dan Perintah 
bertarikh 11 Mei 2022 dan 12 Julai 2022, adalah dengan ini diisytiharkan bahawa Timbalan Pendaftar 
/ Penolong Kanan Pendaftar Pusat Operasi e-Lelong di Kuantan 
AKAN MENJUAL SECARA 
LELONGAN AWAM 
Pada Hari Rabu, 21hb September 2022, Pada Jam 11.00 pagi, 
SECARA ELETRONIK DI LAMAN WEB e-LELONG, PUSAT OPERASI e-LELONG, 
KOMPLEKS MAHKAMAH KUANTAN, PAHANG DARUL MAKMUR. 


NOTA: Bakal pembeli adalah dinasihatkan agar membuat carian hakmilik secara rasmi 


di Pejabat Tanah dan memeriksa semua tanggungan, bebanan serta mengenal 


pasti dengan tepat hartanah tersebut sebelum jualan lelongan dijalankan. 


Sila layari https://elelong.kehakiman.gov.my/bidderweb 


BUTIR-BUTIR HAKMILIK 
No. Hakmilik 


Mukim/Daerah/Negeri 


: HS(D) 10792 
No. Lot 2 PT 9211 
: AYER PANAS / JASIN / Melaka 


Pegangan : Hakmilik Pajakan 


No. Petak/No. Tingkat/No. Bangunan: 


Keluasan Tanah 1 3552.00 kaki persegi 
330.00 meter persegi 


Pemilik Berdaftar 
Syarat Nyata 
Sekatan Kepentingan 


: SITI HAWA BINTI IBRAHIM 
: Untuk rumah kediaman sahaja 
: KOD A “TANAH INI TIDAK BOLEH DIPINDAHMILIK ATAU 


DIPAJAK KECUALI DENGAN KEBENARAN PIHAK 
BERKUASA NEGERI. SEKATAN KEPENTINGAN 
INI DIKECUALIKAN KEPADA ORANG MELAYU 


Bebanan / Lain-Lain 


: Digadai kepada Bank Simpanan Nasional melalui No. 


Perserahan 0400SC2015014378, didaftar pada 
27/08/2015 


LOKASI DAN PERIHAL HARTANAH: 


Hartanah tersebut adalah rumah teres dua tingkat lot unit tepi dengan kesekatan untuk dijual 
kepada pembeli Melayu (Kod A) yang beralamat pos di NO. JC 2968, JALAN BJB 3/4, BANDAR 
JASIN BESTARI SEKSYEN 3, 77200 BEMBAN, Melaka. 


HARGA RIZAB 


Hartanah tersebut akan dijual atas “sepertimana sedia ada” tertakluk kepada satu harga rizab 
sebanyak RM455,000.00 (RINGGIT MALAYSIA: EMPAT RATUS LIMA PULUH LIMA RIBU SAHAJA) 
dan kepada syarat-syarat jualan yang dilampirkan. Pembida yang berminat hendaklah mendepositkan 
10% daripada harga rizab dalam bentuk Bank Draf di atas nama BANK SIMPANAN NASIONAL 1 
HARI BEKERJA sebelum tarikh lelong awam. Baki harga belian hendaklah dibayar oleh pembida yang 
berjaya kepada BANK SIMPANAN NASIONAL dalam tempoh seratus dua puluh (120) hari dari tarikh 


jualan. 


Untuk butir-butir selanjutnya, sila berhubung dengan:- 


Firma Guaman : GO TIONG SIEW & ASSOCIATES 


Alamat NO. 1-1 JALAN KL 3/11 
No. Telefon 
No. Fax 

No. Rujukan 


1 06-2862201 
1 06-2862202 


TAMAN KOTA LAKSAMANA SEKSYEN 3, 75200 MELAKA. 


1 GTS(M)/BSN/SHI/8-8333(1425)/20/1 


vs 


TG 


BRUANG HEIGHTS SDN. BHD. 
(198001010469 (64254-W)) 
(Incorporated in Malaysia) 
(Under Members' Voluntary 

Winding Up) 


NOTICE OF FINAL MEETING 
UNDER SECTION 459(1) OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT, 2016 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a 
final meeting of the Company will 
be held at Wisma Cheng & Co, 180- 
M, Jalan Munshi Abdullah, 75100 
Melaka on 14th October 2022 at 
11.00 a.m. 


Agenda 

1. To receive and consider the 
Liguidator's account of receipts 
and payments and statements 
showing how the liquidation 
has been conducted and any 
explanations arising therefrom. 


. To resolve that the affairs of the 
company were fully wound up. 


. To resolve that upon the 
dissolution of the Company, 
the Liquidator be released and 
discharged from all liabilities in 
respect of any act done or 
default made by them on the 
administration of the affairs of 
the Company. 


. To resolve that under Section 
518(3)(b) of the Companies Act, 
2016, all books and papers of 
the company and of the 
liquidator that are relevant to 
the affairs of the company at or 
subsequent to the commencement 
of the winding up of the 
company shall be destroyed 
after the expiration of three (3) 
months from the date of the 
dissolution of the company. 


Dated this 12th September 2022 


Tay Lee Hoon (F) 
Liquidator 


Note: A member entitled to attend 
and vote at the Meeting is entitled 
to appoint a proxy to attend and 
vote in his stead. The instrument 
appointing a proxy must be 
deposited at the Liguidator's office 
at Melaka Branch, Wisma Cheng & 
Co, 180-M, Jalan Munshi Abdullah, 
75100 Melaka not less than 48 
hours before the time appointed for 
holding the meeting. 


DALAM MAHKAMAH TINGGI DI PULAU 
PINANG 
SAMAN PEMULA NO. : 
PA-24NGvC- 136-02/2021 
SAMAN PENGHUTANG PENGHAKIMAN 
NO.PA-37J-9-07/2022 


Dalam perkara Aturan 7, 28 dan 47 
Kaedah-Kaedah Mahkamah 2012 


Dan 


Dalam perkara Seksyen 69(a) Akta Mahkamah 
Rendah 1948 


Dan 


Dalam perkara Seksyen 335, 336 dan 337 
Kanun Tanah Negara 1965 


Dan 


Dalam perkara mengenai tanah dan 
heriditamen yang dipegang di bawah Hakmilik 
Sementara No. H.S.(D) 8181, PT 189, Seksyen 
QW, Bandar George Town, Daerah Timor Laut, 
Negeri Pulau Pinang yang beralamat di No. 17, 
Solok Sungai Pinang 4, 11600 Pulau Pinang. 


Antara 
TETUAN AMIR & LEE 
. PLAINTIF/PEMIUTANG 
PENGHAKIMAN 


Dan 
TEH LAY ENG 
(No. K/P: 591114-02-5458) 
...DEFENDAN/PENGHUTANG 
PENGHAKIMAN 


NOTIS 
Kepada: 


TEH LAY ENG 

Blok 22-1-16, Lorong Hijau 5, 
Medan Hikmat, Jelutong, 
11600 Pulau Pinang 


AMBIL PERHATIAN bahawa suatu tindakan 
telah dimulakan terhadap kamu di Mahkamah 
Majistret Pulau Pinang, Saman Penghutang 
Penghakiman PA-37J-9-07/2022 oleh TETUAN 
AMIR & LEE yang beralamat di 18-25-A1, 
Gurney Tower, Persiaran Gurney, 10250 Pulau 
Pinang untuk menjelaskan Penghakiman 
sebanyak RM3,087.95 dibayar kepada Plaintif 
setakat pada 25.7.2022. 


DAN Mahkamah Yang Mulia ini telah 
memerintahkan bahawa Saman Penghutang 
Penghakiman bertarikh 25.7.2022 
tersebut diserahkan kepada kamu secara 
penyampaian ganti dengan menampalkan 
sesalinan Perintah bertarikh 24.8.2022 dan 
sesalinan bermeterai Saman Penghutang 
Penghutang Penghakiman tersebut di Papan 
Kenyataan Mahkamah Tinggi Pulau Pinang, 
penampalan di premis alamat terakhir 
Defendan di Blok 22-1-16, Lorong Hijau 
5, Medan Hikmat, Jelutong, 11600 Pulau 
Pinang dan juga melalui penerbitan Notis 
sekali dalam satu akhbar harian tempatan, 
The Sun. Penampalan serta pengiklanan 
sedemikian hendaklah menjadi penyampaian 
yang sempurna dan cukup terhadap Defendan 
selepas tujuh (7) hari selepas tarikh akhir 
penampalan dan pengiklanan. 


DAN AMBIL PERHATIAN bahawa Saman 
Penghutang Penghakiman tersebut akan 
didengar di dalam Mahkamah ini pada 29 
haribulan September 2022 pukul 9.00 pagi, di 
mana pada tarikh tersebut kamu dikehendaki 
hadir ke Mahkamah dan sekiranya kamu tidak 
hadir dan sebelum itu tidak memasukkan 
kehadiran di dalam Mahkamah selepas 
Saman Penghutang Penghakiman tersebut 
disampaikan secara penyampaian ganti 
kepada kamu, Mahkamah akan mengeluarkan 
satu perintah tangkap terhadap kamu. 


Saman Penghutang 
tersebut boleh diperiksa oleh kamu di atas 
permohonan di Mahkamah ini. 


Penghakiman 


Bertarikh pada 
8 haribulan September 2022 


TE. tt. 
Peguamcara Plaintif 


Notis ini difailkan oleh Tetuan Amir & Lee 
yang beralamat di No. 18-25-A1, Gurney 
Tower, Persiaran Gurney, 10250 Pulau Pinang, 
Peguamcara bagi Plaintif-Plaintif yang 
dinamakan di atas. 

[Ruj No. L20-030/Con] 
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To: 
LY THI NGOC CHUC 
(Passport No. 
C0965453). 


Kindly contact 
our firm, Messrs 
Ruby Anthoa & 
Partners at No. 
12, Jalan Anggerik 
Vanilla 31/100C, 
Kota Kemuning, 
40460 Shah Alam, 
Selangor Darul 
Ehsan at 03- 
51318106 with 
regards to a matter 
filed at Kajang 
Session’s Court. 
And you are also 
required to attend 
Kajang Session’s 
Court on 29th 
September 2022 
at 2.00 pm. 


DALAM MAHKAMAH MAJISTRET DI 
KUALA LUMPUR 
DALAM WILAYAH PERSEKUTUAN, 
MALAYSIA 
DALAM PERLAKSANAAN 
NO.: WA-76J-1160-07/2022 


ANTARA 


LAM KIM BUILD SDN. BHD. 
(No. Syarikat: 1185067-W) 
... PEMIUTANG PENGHAKIMAN 


DAN 


YAP CHEE KEONG 
(No. K/P: 680222-10-5855) 
..PENGHUTANG PENGHAKIMAN 


NOTIS PENYAMPAIAN GANTI 
BENTUK IKLAN 


Kepada: 


YAP CHEE KEONG 
Yang beralamat di: 
32, Jalan 4/95B, 
Cheras Utama, 
56100 Kuala Lumpur, 
Wilayah Persekutuan. 


AMBIL PERHATIAN bahawa suatu 
tindakan telah dimulakan terhadap 
kamu di dalam Mahkamah Majistret 
di Kuala Lumpur dalam Guaman No. 
WA-76J-1160-07/2022 oleh Lam Kim 
Build Sdn Bhd dan Mahkamah telah 
memerintahkan bahawa penyampaian 
Saman Penghutang Penghakiman 
bertarikh 14 Julai 2022 (kemudian 
ini disebut sebagai ‘Saman’ tersebut) 
kepada kamu dalam tindakan tersebut 
hendaklah dilaksanakan melalui iklan 
ini dan dengan menampalkannya di 
tempat yang ketara pada alamat di 
atas serta di papan notis Mahkamah 
Majistret di Kuala Lumpur dan bahawa 
penampalan dan pengiklanan yang 
sedemikian hendaklah dianggap 
sebagai penyampaian yang sempurna 
dan cukup 14 hari selepas tarikh 
terakhir penampalan dan/atau 
pengiklanan tersebut. 


AMBIL PERHATIAN bahawa Saman 
Penghutang Penghakiman bertarikh 
14 Julai 2022 telah ditetapkan untuk 
pengurusan kes pada 11 Oktober 
2022, jam 9.00 pagi di Mahkamah 
Majistret Kuala Lumpur. Sekiranya 
kamu tidak hadir di Mahkamah 
pada hari tersebut, maka satu waran 
tangkap boleh dikeluarkan terhadap 
kamu. 


Bertarikh pada 6 September 2022 
tt 


gi Pemiutang 


Peguamcara 
Penghakiman 
Tetuan Azam-Malek & Soh 


NOTIS PENYAMPAIAN GANTI BENTUK 
IKLAN ini difailkan oleh Tetuan 
Azam-Malek & Soh, Peguambela & 
Peguamcara bagi pihak Pemiutang 
Penghakiman yang mempunyai 
alamat penyampaiannya di No. 17, 
Jalan Miri, Off Jalan Raja Bot, 41400 
Klang, Selangor. 


Ruj: L/416/VKH/Klg/22 
Tel: 0333427372/ 0333413498 
Faks: 0333433396 


To the father, Ooi 
Chee Wei of a 
child born on 19 
September 2013 
at 11.55 am at 
Columbia Asia 
Hospital Bukit 
Rimau Shah 
Alam. 


Kindly contact 
our firm, Messrs 
Ruby Anthoa 
& Partners at 
No. 12, Jalan 
Anggerik Vanilla 
31/100C, Kota 
Kemuning, 40460 
Shah Alam, 
Selangor Darul 
Ehsan at 
03-51318106. 


DALAM MAHKAMAH TINGGI 
MALAYA DI IPOH PETISYEN 
PERCERAIAN NO: 

AA - 33 -225 -06/2022 


Dalam perkara mengenai 
Seksyen-Seksyen 53 dan 54 
Akta Membaharui Undang- 
Undang (Perkahwinan dan 
Perceraian) 1976 


ANTARA 


ETHEYA KUMAR A/L S. 

SUPPRAMANY 

(NO. K/P:731030-08-5797) 
PEMPETISYEN 


DAN 


KALAISELVI A/P VENGADESON 
(NO. K/P : 800216-08-6452) 
RESPONDEN 


NOTIS IKLAN 


Kepada : 

KALAISELVI A/P VENGADESON 
No. 41 Jalan Sentosa 1, 
Taman Tanjung Sentosa, 
31250 Tanjung Rambutan, 
Perak Darul Ridzuan. 


AMBIL PERHATIAN bahawa 
suatu tindakan telah dimulakan 
terhadap kamu dalam 
Mahkamah Tinggi Ipoh dalam 
Petisyen Perceraian NO. AA-33- 
225-06/2022 oleh Pempetisyen 
yang beralamat di No. 43 Lebuh 
Kledang Utara 10, Taman Arkid, 
31450 Menglembu, Perak, dalam 
mana tuntutan Pempetisyen 
untuk mendapatkan perceraian. 


Dan bahawa telah diperintahkan 
bahawa penyampaian Petisyen 
Perceraian itu dalam tindakan 
tersebut kepada kamu kena 
dilaksanakan melalui iklan ini. 
Jika kamu berhasrat untuk 
membela dalam tindakan 
tersebut kamu mestilah dalam 
masa 14 hari dari tarikh 
tersiarknya iklan ini, termasuk 
hari penyiaran itu, memasukkan 
kehadiran di Pejabat 
Pendaftaran Mahkamah. Jika 
ingkar apa-apa kehadiran yang 
demikian maka Dekri Nisi boleh 
dibuat terhadap kamu. 


Bertarikh pada 22 Ogos 2022 


dada Eteisen 
T/N VINCENT HOOI & CHAN 


NOTIS ini difailkan oleh 
Tetuan Vincent Hooi & Chan, 
Peguambela dan Peguamcara 
yang beralamat di No. 9 Medan 
Istana 7, Bandar Ipoh Raya, 3000 
Ipoh. (E 55/22) 
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Mcllroy on the charge 
at Wentworth 


RORY MCILROY stepped up his bid to win 
the BMW PGA Championship after paying 
his respects to Queen Elizabeth II in a 
poignant scene at Wentworth yesterday. 

With play resuming in a shortened 54- 
hole event, Mcllroy saluted the Queen, who 
was the nation’s long-serving monarch 
when she passed away aged 96. 

“| think growing up in Northern Ireland 
the Royal Family was part of our culture and 
you just sort of took it for granted that the 
Queen is the Queen,’ said Mcllroy, who met 
the monarch when he was given his MBE in 
2012. 

“| was very fortunate... | got to meet her 
a few years ago and she could not have 
been nicer.” 

Mcllroy began his second round eight 
shots off the lead but gradually made up 
ground with an eagle on the fourth and a 
birdie on the eighth taking him out in 32. 

Another birdie on the 18th saw Mcllroy 
match his lowest ever score at Wentworth, a 
65 leaving him one off the pace alongside 
Thomas Detry and Rafa Cabrera Bello and 
behind Viktor Hovland and Soren Kjeldsen. 


Robinson strikes but 
Jansen stars for Proteas 


OLLIE ROBINSON returned his best 
England figures before South Africa hit back 
in the third and deciding Test at the Oval as 
17 wickets fell yesterday after cricket paid its 
respects to Britain's Queen Elizabeth II. 

Sussex seamer Robinson took 5-49 in 14 
overs, his third five-wicket innings haul in 11 
career Tests, as South Africa were dismissed 
for just 118. Veteran quick Stuart Broad 
enjoyed a return of 4-41. 

Yet an extraordinary third day - but the 
first active one in the game - finished with 
England 154-7, a lead of just 36 runs. 

Left-arm quick Marco Jansen, who had 
top-scored for the Proteas with 30, took the 
first four England wickets en route to 4-34 in 
11 overs. 

Fast bowler Kagiso Rabada then 
captured the key wicket of Ollie Pope, out 
for 67 on his Surrey home ground. 

Surrey and England wicketkeeper Ben 
Foakes was 11 not out when bad light 
ended play half an hour before the 
scheduled close even though the 
floodlights were on. 

“With the weather around, the wicket 
(pitch) being under the covers for three 
days, it did feel like one of the bowlers was 
going to get a bagful, Robinson told 
reporters. “Fortunately it was me and it's put 
the team in a great position.” 


Arum outlines why AJ 
won't take Fury fight 


TYSON FURY'S US promoter Bob Arum 
has torn into Anthony Joshua and Eddie 
Hearn for “not wanting” to fight The Gypsy 
King. 

The American claims the pair “aren't 
anxious to make the fight” happen 
because AJ is looking for “soft touches to 
get back in the swing of things”. 

Joshua was set a one-day deadline to 
accept the fight with Fury after a 
disagreement over the proposed date. 

The official bout proposal stated that 
the contest would take place on Nov 12 at 
Old Trafford with a 60/40 purse split in 
favour of the WBC champion. 

“I really don't think Joshua's people are 
anxious to make the fight now.’ Arum said 
on Sky Sports. 

“Because he’s come through a 
devastating loss and | think, 
conventionally, Joshua is going to want a 
couple of soft touches to get back in the 
swing of things. 

“Our guy, Tyson Fury, wants to fight this 
year. | tried to see if we could get Usyk this 
year and apparently they don't want to do 
it until February. 

“We're going to try to get an opponent 
for Tyson Fury - Joshua or somebody else 
- and make sure he gets in the ring this 
year. 

“Eddie Hearn is just talking... he’s really 
good at making statements to the press 
and television, but he’s not - | don't think - 
anxious to make this fight.’ 
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GA SWIATEK believes “the sky is the limit” 
after she crowned her rise to the pinnacle of 
women's tennis with a third Grand Slam title 
at the US Open yesterday. 

The 21-year-old Polish world No. 1 claimed her 
second Grand Slam title of 2022 at Flushing 
Meadows, defeating Tunisia's Ons Jabeur 6-2, 7-6 
(7-5). 

It was the latest staging post on a dazzling 
season which has provided ample evidence 
Swiatek is the front-runner to dominate the sport 
as it heads into the post-Serena Williams era. 

A second Grand Slam title yesterday and a 
victory at the French Open in June are part of 
seven tournaments she has won this year, which 
included a 37-match winning streak as she swept 
to the top of the rankings. 

Swiatek, whose favourite surface is clay, says 
the fact that she was able to triumph in New York 
could prove to be a psychological watershed for 
her game. 

“At the beginning of the season I realised that 
maybe I can have some good results on WTA 


'Sky's the limit’ 


Swiatek on cloud nine after US Open triumph 


events,’ she said. “I also made it to semifinal of the 
Australian Open. 

“But I wasn’t sure if Iwas on the 
level yet to win actually a Grand 
Slam, especially at the US 
Open where the surface is 
so fast. 

“Its something that I 
wasn’t expecting for sure. 
Its also like a 
confirmation for me that 
sky is the limit. 

“Tm proud, also 
surprised little bit, just 
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happy that I was able to do that.” 
Yesterday, Swiatek shrugged off the 
uniquely raucous New York crowd - 
chair umpire Louise Azemar 
Engzell made repeated calls for 
quiet amongst spectators which 
were routinely ignored - to 
close out her 10th straight 
victory in a final since 2019. 
Swiatek believes her 
ability to block out 
distractions, and 
mould her gameplan 
to suit matches as 


they are evolving is a sign that she has become a 
mentally tougher player. 

“Tm mostly proud of the fact that mentally I’m 
not kind of breaking up in those important 
moments,’ Swiatek said. 

“I have, like, after the matches, even if I lose, I 
kind of have no regrets because I know I’m doing 
100%. 

“Im proud that I have much more solutions 
and options on court than I had before tennis- 
wise, but yeah, also mentally. 

“Im really proud of that because I just know 
how it feels to not have ideas on court, not have 
anything you can change to make the match 
better. Right nowit’s been along time since I didn’t 
have any idea.’ 

Swiatek plans to celebrate her victory by taking 
in a Broadway musical today. 

“Tm not going to say the name of the musical 
because I want to have a little peace tomorrow,’ 
she said as she reflected on a US Open campaign 
that included a chance encounter with pop star 
Seal. 

“After I met Seal, I was like, ‘Even if lose right 
now I already won this tournament, because I got 
photo with him’ 

“Its something that it’s only going to happen 
probably in New York. Yeah, because it’s New 
York. - AFP 


ý 
Iga Swiatek of Poland poses with the winners 
g 
i } trophy after defeating Ons Jabeur (not pictured) 


D | of Tunisia after their women’s singles final match 
of the 2022 US Open at USTA Billie Jean King 


National Tennis Centre yesterday. - AFPPIX 


ONS JABEUR struggled to hold back the 
tears after losing a second consecutive 
Grand Slam final yesterday, but while 
the Tunisian said her US Open defeat to 
Iga Swiatek was tough to take she 
vowed to come back swinging. 

The 28-year-old Tunisian, who lost 
her first Grand Slam title match at 
Wimbledon in July, was beaten 6-2, 7- 
6(5) by world No. 1 Swiatek at Flushing 
Meadows. 

She told reporters that not even the 
sting of defeat on the sport's biggest 
stage could keep her down for long. 

“| struggled to win my first WTA title. 
It took me time. So I believe this will take 
me time, said Jabeur, who will regain 
the world No. 2 ranking after the 
tournament concludes. 

“The most important thing is 
accepting it, you know, learning from 
the finals that | lost” 

A crowd favourite in New York for her 
creative play and ebullient personality, 
she claimed her first Tour-level title last 
year in Birmingham, England, nine years 
after first appearing in a WTA main draw. 

She went on a tear this year, winning 
in Madrid and Berlin, before Elena 
Rybakina came back from a set down to 
end her title hopes at Wimbledon. 

Jabeur's march through the Flushing 
Meadows draw saw her swat aside a 
red-hot Caroline Garcia in the semifinals 
but a rocky start against Swiatek proved 
too much for Tunisia’s “Minister of 
Happiness.’ 

“Wimbledon was tough. This one is 
going to be tough,’ she told reporters. 


Jabeur vows to come 
back swinging 


“Im not someone that going to give 
up. | am sure I'm going to be in the final 
again.” 

The first Arab woman to reach a 
Grand Slam final, and first African 
woman to reach the US Open 
championship match, Jabeur said her 
message to the next generation of girls 
hoping to follow her path was : “Never 
give up” 

“That's what I was trying to do 
all my career. | had some 
ups and downs. 
Before, it was injuries j 
and getting to 
know myself on 
the court. After, it | 


was losing 
quarterfinals,” 3 
she said. Ya 
| z 
“Thenit — \ J a 
evolved to \ f 


losing finals. \ 
Then getting \ 
titles” - Reuters 1 


Ons Jabeur 
reacts after 
her loss to 
Iga Swiatek. 
- AFPPIX 
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O/theSunMedia SPORTS 


Bayern drop points again 


A goal from French teenager Mathys Tel 
was not enough as Bayern Munich were 
held 2-2 at home to Stuttgart, their third 
Bundesliga draw in a row. Bayern coach 
Julian Nagelsmann said his side only had 
themselves to blame. “In the second half, 
we had three huge chances where you 
definitely have to score a third goal - 
and then the game would be over.’ 
Bayern forward Thomas Muller echoed 
his coach's sentiment. “Today, I’m mad at 
ourselves for the first time this season. If 
we want to win, we need to go all the 
way, Muller told German media after the 
game. “We are not yet league leaders — 
(and) we need to take a look in the 
mirror.’ Stuttgart goalkeeper Mueller 
credited his side's self belief: “We didn’t 
give up. We believed that we could take 
a point” 


Neymar stars for PSG 


NEYMAR notched his 10th goal of the 
season but a lethargic Paris Saint- 
Germain needed a second-half Gianluigi 
Donnarumma penalty save to secure a 
1-0 win over Brest in Ligue 1 yesterday. 
The result took PSG back to the top of 
the table and maintains their unbeaten 
start to the campaign under new coach 
Christophe Galtier. Galtier may reflect 
that he should have made more 
changes to his starting line-up, with 
yesterday's match falling in between 
their 2-1 midweek Champions League 
win over Juventus and a trip to Israel to 
play Maccabi Haifa on Thursday. “It is 
always difficult to play on the back of a 
Champions League game. So much 
energy goes into these matches, 
physically as well as mentally,’ Galtier 
told broadcaster Amazon Prime. “| 
wouldn't say we were trying to play 
within ourselves but there was maybe 
not the same desire to make the effort 
that we have seen so far this season” 


RESULTS & STANDINGS 


LA LIGA: Atletico Madrid 4 (Correa 9, 
De Paul 50, Carrasdo 66, Nunez 82-og) 
Celta Vigo 1 (Novas 71), Cadiz 0 
Barcelona 4 (De Jong 55, Lewandowsky 
65, Fati 86, Dembele 90+2), Espanyol 2 
(Joselu 45+4-pen, Braithwaite 62) Sevilla 
3 (Lamela 1, Carmona 26, 45), Rayo 
Vallecano 2 (Isi 5, Nico 52-0g) Valencia 
1 (Diakhaby 90+3). 


Top 5 PWDL A Pts 
Barcelona 541 0151 13 
RealMadrid 4 4 0011 4 12 
Villarreal 431 0 0 10 
Atletico Madrids 3 1 1 9 4 10 
Real Betis 43017 3 9 


SERIE A: Inter Milan 1 (Brozovic 89) 
Torino 0, Napoli 1 (Raspadori 89) 
Spezia 0, Sampdoria 1 (Djuricic 57) AC 
Milan 2 (Messias 6, Giroud 67-pen). 


Top 5 PWDLF A Pts 
Napoli 6 42 013 4 14 
AC Milan 642 012 6 14 
Atalanta 54109 2 13 
Inter Milan 640212 8 12 
Udinese 53119 5 10 


BUNDESLIGA: Hertha Berlin 2 Bayer 
Leverkusen 2, Hoffenheim 4 Mainz 1, RB 
Leipzig 3 Borussia Dortmund 0, Bayern 
Munich 2 Stuttgart 2, Eintracht Frankfurt 
0 Wolfsburg 1, Schalke 3 Bochum 1. 


Top5 PWDLF A Pts 
BayernMunich6 3 3 019 5 12 
Hoffenheim 6 4 0 212 7 12 
Freiburg 5 401105 12 
Dortmund 64028 7 12 
Union Berlin 5 3 2 012 4 11 


FRENCH LIGUE 1: Paris Saint-Germain 
1 Brest 0, Marseille 2 Lille 1. 


Top 5 PWDLF A Pts 
Paris SG 7 6 1 025 4 19 
Marseille 7 61 015 4 19 
Lens 75 2016 7 17 
Lyon 641115 7 13 
Lorient 641 111 9 13 


Devils taking shape 


Man Utd boss Ten Hag hailed for taming '23 egos’ 


UTCH legend Nigel de Jong has credited 
Erik ten Hag for the way that he has 
“tamed” the Manchester United dressing 
room so quickly. 

The Red Devils have bounced back from their 
opening two defeats of the season to Brighton and 
Brentford, winning their following four games. 

United have beaten Liverpool, Southampton, 
Leicester and Arsenal since their poor start to the 
regime of Ten Hag, moving them into fifth in the 
table. 

The Old Trafford outfit were the centre of the 
attention of the summer due to their overhaul, and 
De Jong believes that the manager deserves credit 
for how he has now taken control of the team 
entirely. 

“Erik has 23 egos in his squad at Man United. 
You can have the best players in the world, but you 
can only start building a proper side when you can 


turn all those ego’s into a team,’ De Jong told The 
Mirror. 

“Ten Hag has chosen his players carefully. I can 
see one thing, he has picked players with whom he 
can win a war. 

“Ican see the strategy already. Look at Martinez 
in the team. He has that killer mentality. Martinez 
will run through fire for Ten Hag. 

“Antony is adding swagger. He too has a 
mentality what we call ‘over my dead body: I have 
seen that side of Antony plenty of times.’ 

Speculation spiralled around Manchester 
regarding the future of several stars, though mostly 
Cristiano Ronaldo - who was reportedly desperate 
to leave the club in favour of joining a club 
competing in the Champions League. 

However, Ten Hag stood firm and insisted that the 
Portugal international is part of his team - and the 
forward slowly appears to be getting the message. 


Barca trounce Cadiz 
after medical interruption 


XAVI'S Barcelona climbed top of La Liga with a 
4-0 win over rock bottom Cadiz yesterday in a 
match interrupted by a medical emergency in 
the stands. 

Barca have 13 points from five matches. 

Champions Real Madrid, who have a perfect 
record so far, can go back to the top when they 
take on Real Mallorca overnight. 

Frenkie de Jong scored first on 55 minutes 
with Polish striker Robert Lewandowski 
doubling the advantage ten minutes later. 

Barca's star signing of the close season 
Lewandowski now has six goals in five Liga 
matches. 

The match was halted in the 82nd minute 
because of a presumed heart attack in the 
stands. Cadiz ‘keeper Jeremias Ledesma 

grabbed a defibrillator from the 
3s, team bench and sprinted 
® across the pitch to throw it 
| to emergency staff in the 
stands. 


The fan was 
taken away by 
ambulance. 
“This 
sort of 
thing 
goes 


k D 


beyond football, we're talking about a human 
life here, so we all agreed to stop,’ coach Xavi 
said. “Fortunately they managed to save him.’ 

Cadiz later said the fan had been treated by 
on-site medics who had their own defibrillator. 

Barcelona scored twice more late on, 
through Ansu Fati on 86 minutes and 
Frenchman Ousmane Dembele, who made it 4- 
0 in stoppage time. 

“It wasn't a great game, but it was a good 
one, said Xavi, who takes his team to Bayern 
Munich for a Champions League match on 
Wednesday (3am Malaysian time). 

Atletico Madrid beat Celta Vigo 4-1 in an 
open match to climb into the top four on 10 
points. 

Argentine striker Angel Correa put them 

ahead after nine minutes. 
He was set up by 
N compatriot Rodrigo De Paul, 
who scored the second on 
50 minutes. 

Antoine Griezmann came 
/ on shortly after the hour and 
was soon celebrating with 
fellow substitute Yannick 
Carrasco who made it 3-0. 
Celta pulled one back 
through Gabriel Viega 

Novas before an own- 
goal from Unai 
Nunez on 82 
| restored the three- 
I goal gap. 

“We took risks 


Atletico coach Diego 
Simeone. “If they 

] (Celta) had many 

|| chances it's because 
we played it that way, 
you have to do that 

! sometimes.’ - AFP 


| 


Raspadori fires buoyant Napoli to the top 


GIACOMO RASPADORI made Napoli 
provisional leaders of Serie A with the late 
winner in yesterday's 1-0 home win over Spezia 
which put them ahead on goal difference from 
10-man AC Milan, 2-1 winners at Sampdoria. 

Italy forward Raspadori struck the decisive 
goal in the final moments of a stodgy encounter 
at the Stadio Maradona, sweeping home 
Hirving Lozanos cross to net his first goal for 
Napoli on his second start after arriving on loan 
from Sassuolo last month. 

“It's a moment that will stay in my head and 
heart,” Raspadori told DAZN. 

“| missed two chances which I should have 
scored but thankfully the team put me in the 
position to score and | kept my head’ 

Junior Messias gave Milan the lead at Samp 
after just six minutes when he fired in first time 
at the end of a neat passing move started by 
Rafael Leao. 


Ten minutes later though, Leao collected a 
yellow card for raising an elbow and he was 
dismissed two minutes into the second half 
when he attempted an overhead kick and 
caught Sampdoria centreback Alex Ferrari in the 
face. 

Against 10 men, the initiative briefly swung 
to Sampdoria and Filip Djuricic levelled in the 
57th minute when he flicked a near-post header 
past Milan goalkeeper Mike Maignan. 

Milan netted the winner 10 minutes later 
after Gonzalo Villar handled Olivier Giroud's 
header from a corner and the Frenchman buried 
the penalty kick given after a review by referee 
Michael Fabbri. 

“Today we didn't do everything right, it was 
a match which became more difficult when Rafa 
was sent off but we stayed together as a team... 
We showed why we were able to win the league 
last season,’ said Sandro Tonali to DAZN. - AFP 


De Jong, who won the Premier League with 
Manchester City, continued: “Ten Hag has already 
convinced the players that they need to operate as 
a team. 

“It is all about fighting for every yard and 
working hard. That is what the players need to 
know. That is a start. Then results will follow. 

“At this moment United are still scoring more 
goals from counterattacks than from a dominant 
style of football. 

“But the main thing is that they are winning 
games and for Ten Hag, that is how he can bring 
more confidence into the team. Eventually, he can 
get them to play the way he wants.” 

It remains to be seen whether Ten Hag can 
continue to unite the dressing room at The Theatre 
of Dreams or whether it is only a matter of defeats 
before cracks start to show. 

Reports of conflict behind the scenes emerged 
on a weekly basis under Ralf Rangnick and Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer, and Ten Hag will be keen to 
ensure that that is no longer the case by keeping 
spirits high with wins. - Express Newspapers 
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Klopp urged to make January transfer and replace limp star 


LIVERPOOL have been urged to dip into the 
January transfer window and replace Naby Keita 
as Jurgen Klopp's midfield has been hit by an 
injury crisis this season. 

Keita - alongside Jordan Henderson, Thiago, 
Fabio Carvalho, Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain and 
Curtis Jones - has missed games this season as 
fans have called for more investment in the 
midfield 

The Reds made a move on transfer deadline 
day to sign Arthur Melo on loan from Juventus to 
provide cover and competition, but former Aston 
Villa striker Gabby Agbonlahor has claimed that 
Klopps side should not offer Keita a new contract 
amid his injury issues and look to upgrade on the 
Guinean in January. 

“| don't think he’s (Keita)] got a long-term 
future at Liverpool,” Agbonlahor told Football 
Insider. 

“He doesn't have long left on his contract, and 
he doesn't do enough on the pitch, for me. 

“He's not going to take Liverpool to Premier 
League or Champions League glory. 


E LAWRENCE OSTLERE 


EN Brighton and Hove 
Albion were lost in the 
darkness of a seven-game 
winless slump last winter, 
Graham Potter stayed remarkably calm. 

He didn’t make his players run harder or 
train longer, or pick apart their mistakes. 
Instead he gathered them in a room to 
discuss how they were feeling, and how 
they could harness their failure. 

“He always tries to speak with us about 
psychological things,’ Brighton’s Argentine 
midfielder Alexis MacAllister said recently. 

“He tries to do meetings for us to think 
about situations... it’s something not every 
manager does.” 

Results had put Potter under pressure 
and some of his more unusual decisions 
were inviting scrutiny, but he never lost the 
respect of his dressing room and never 
allowed a spiral of negativity to take hold. 

They responded with successive wins 
away at Arsenal and Spurs, and lost only 
once more all season in a spell that further 
elevated his reputation. 

It is an approach that has taken Potter’s 
coaching journey from the yawning 
Swedish tundra to the gilded streets of west 
London, as he now takes on the Chelsea 
job. 

For all his tactical quirks and slick 
football, his ability to build unity is the 
backbone of his management. 

“Styles of play don’t make you win 
games,’ Potter told The Coaches’ Voice. 
“The challenge is having players believe in 


“He has had his chance - but now they need 
to build that midfield and bring in better players. 
Injury has been a problem for him, so | don't 


know why you would offer an injury-prone player 


a new contract. 

“There's no point putting a player in the 
Champions League squad who isn't going to be 
fit until mid-November.” 

Keita has picked up another niggle this 
season, and was left out of Liverpool's 
Champions League squad for the group stages 
along with Oxlade-Chamberlain. 

Klopp provided a concerning update on the 
two midfielders ahead of his side's stalemate with 
Everton. 

“It's a muscle injury, yeah,’ Klopp said on Keita. 
“Ox is a muscle injury and they will be out for a 
while." 

Keita could return sooner than expected 
however as his international boss Kaba Diawara 
named him in the sguad for friendlies against 
Algeria and Ivory Coast at the end of the month. 

“Naby Keita is injured and he is recovering 


from his injury,’ Diawara told Feguifoot. 

“His situation is improving and he is even 
ahead of schedule. We took a group of 24 players 
precisely to give him a chance to be able to 
count on him because he is a very important 
player for us, on and off the pitch, he is our 
captain. 

“We are monitoring his situation very closely. 
We still have a little over two weeks before our 
first game. There are chances of getting it back 
by then.’ 

Keita has just one year left on his Liverpool 
contract, and there have been reports claiming 
the club are interested in renewing his deal at 
Anfield, but his injury concerns will provide an 
issue for Klopp. 

In related news, the Spanish press has labelled 
Darwin Nunez Klopp’s “biggest miscalculation” in 
the transfer market. 

Nunez arrived in a mega-money deal which 
could see the Reds pay Benfica up to £86 million 
(RM449m) for his services. 

Heading into the new season, the expectation 


was that Nunez could spearhead Liverpool's title 
charge but so far, the reality has been very 
different. 

The Reds’ new No. 27 has mustered just two 
goals and registered one assist in five 
appearances while receiving a straight red card 
for a reckless head-butt to Crystal Palace's 
Joachim Andersen. 

Nunez's patchy form has seen his signing 
questioned in parts, but E/ Pais have now gone 
one further by branding the centre forward a 
“glaring blemish” on Klopp's exceptional transfer 
record with Liverpool. 

The outlet reports that club officials at 
Liverpool acknowledge that making Nunez one 
of the most expensive signings in the club's 
history was “a blunder” and claim the 23-year- 
old's lack of “cognitive abilities” has provided 
plenty of cause for concern in both training and 
on matchdays. 

The Uruguay international has also drawn 
comparisons to Liverpool flop Andy Carroll 
within the Spanish press. - Express Newspapers 


Psychology, pressing and shapeshifting: «.... 
What Potter will bring to Chelsea 


~~ 
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it, how it worl 

After retiring from football at 30, 
Potter learnt much of his management 
techniques on a masters degree in 
leadership and emotional intelligence at 
Leeds Metropolitan University. 

A risk taker, he took a punt on a job in the 
Swedish fourth-tier dragging his reluctant 
family to the isolated city of Ostersund, 
trusting his skills to prevail in the most alien 
of environments with scant resources. 

Chelsea may be lacking a sporting 
director to run recruitment but that is 
unlikely to faze a manager who would drive 
nine hours out of the frozen wilderness to 
scout a single player. 

His unusual methods had binding 
effects on the band of misfits he persuaded 
to move there, and he connected with 
players on a personal level. 

Captain and Iranian refugee Brwa Nouri 
described Potter as “one of the best men 
I’ve ever met” 

Potter made a huge impression on the 
Swedish town during his seven years there. 

“I remember the first year, I sat down 
and had a chat with Graham,’ club 
secretary and one of Ostersund’s founding 
fathers, Lasse Lindin, told The Independent. 

“Most football coaches only talk about 
formations, but Graham was talking about 
the learning process and how to build a 
human being. 

“He was totally different as a football 
coach. For me, as a former teacher, it was 
amazing. He understands that the players 
and the staff are humans, and knows how to 
get as much as possible from every 
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individual 
without taking the group feeling away.” 

Potter is extremely popular on the 
south coast but his relationship with 
supporters was occasionally strained, 
and he memorably chipped back 
when some booed the team after a 
draw with Leeds. 

“We're sitting eighth in the 
Premier League but maybe I 
need a bit of a history lesson at 
this football club,” he said. 

Perhaps he does not 
connect with fans in quite the 
same way as Jurgen Klopp or 
Antonio Conte, nor does he 
rant and rave on the 
sideline 

There will be 
predictable questions 
over his ability to handle superstar 
players, giant egos, a bloated squad and 
relentless expectation. 

But more intriguing is the marriage 
between a loud, brash, ruthless football 
club and a humble, intelligent, 
thoughtful manager. 

Potter’s unflustered approach to 
coaching will at least buy him time, and 
time is currency at a club where the 
manager works with a sword dangling 
above his head. - The Independent 
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Brighton manager 
Graham Potter 
reacts during the 
English Premier 
League match 
against Leicester 
City at the American 
Express Community 
Stadium on Sept 4, 


2022. — AFPPIX pen 
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